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| SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 

By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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7?" have to choose, from along list 
1% of qualified athletes, 12 players 
who will comprise Dream Team 


Mee = \ 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 


for head coach Lenny Wilkens 


ourselves to help out. Where to 
start? 
“First, you've got to pick Michael, Mag- 
ic, Wilt and whoever else wants to play from 
the old days and go from there,” says NBC 
insider Peter Vecsey. 


Dream Team: immaturity. 


those kinds of players aren't on this team— 
namely, Larry Johnson, Dominique Wilkins 
1 and Derrick Coleman,” says Chicago Tri- 
1 bune columnist Sam Smith, who has closely 
'_ covered the Dream Team scene. “They don't 
want players complaining about minutes, 
taunting Cubans, etc. Not on this team." 


whom are worthy of Team Trey roster 


i ' betical order: 
. 1. Charles Barkley 

» The committée may think twice, but what 
Ke. A’ me os Barkley usually gets. 

| Csé2. Anfernée ‘ay 

J. 4 See GrantHilf. 

s = F 

“though j 





i ke Be new NBA formula for 
' you 


4, Magica son 









| Later this month, the USA Bas- | 
Bm ketball Selection Committee will | 


Il, which willcompete inthe | 


Narrowing thelist ofestab- | 
lished superstars won't be easy | 


and his staff,sowetookitupon | 





He's expressed his desire to play for 
Team Trey and seems to be laying the 
groundwork for a'95-96 comeback to the 
NBA. “I'm playing as good as I've ever 


| played,” affirms Magic. 


5. Michael Jordan 
Why not? All he has to dois eat Big Macs 


i inhis Hanes and Nikes for two weeks to 
1 makemillions. 


Rest assured, Team Trey willbe missing , 


one ingredient prevalent onthe previous ; playersin Toronto. 


“The committee is going to makesure |; 


6. Shawn Kemp 
One of Dream Team II's most popular 


7. Kari Malone 

An obvious delivery to Atlanta. The best 
power forward of all time. 

8. Hakeem Olajuwon 

Now has U.S. citizenship, but participat- 
ed in Olympics on a Nigerian national team. 


| Needs grant from lOC, 


With respect to vets Joe Dumars, Reggie | 
Millerand Tim Hardaway, and youngsters | 
Glenn Robinson and Jason Kidd—all of | 


: ~spots—we present our 12 choices, in alpha- | 


9, Shaquille O'Neal 

Only Dream Team II member who has a 
roster lock. 

10. Scottie Pippen 

First to express interest in playing. 

11. David Robinson 

Check the resume: MVP, admiral, family 


; Man, concert pianist...yeah, you can play. 


beryoungster, he’dbenoto- | 


12. John Stockton 

Model citizen exemplifies new Dream 
Team attitude, and how can you pass up the 
NBA's all-time assist king? 

13, Patrick Ewing 

OK, Patrick makes 13, but Olajuwon 
may not be admitted. And as Smith asks, 


| “How can you say noto Patrick if he wants 
; toplay?” 


—Dan Dieffenbach and Darryl Howerton 


IN: MLB home run derby 
OUT: NBA slam-dunk contest 
IN: Cal Ripken Jr. 

OUT: Lou Gehrig 

IN: The Ballpark in Arlington 
OUT: Three Rivers Stadium 
IN: Strawberries 'n' cream 
OUT: Darryl Strawberry 

IN: The forkball 

OUT: The knuckler 

IN: Autographs 

OUT: “Beat it, kid” 

IN: Lenny Wilkens 

OUT: Don Nelson 

IN: Timber Country 

OUT: Larry The Legend 

IN: NFL two-a-days 

OUT: Hunting and fishing 
IN: J.J. Stokes 

OUT: John Taylor 
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to reach 480 
homers (he 
opened 1995 « 
with 458). 
Thus far, 
there are on- 
ly two such 
parlays 
(Aaron, 
Mays) on 
record; just 
somethingto 


dangerous. Murray al- 
'» ways volunteered to 
take the heat off his 
teammates, but could 
also turn that heat on 
them: His silent, 
piercing stare hada 
way of making 
strained hamstrings 
suddenly feel better. 
Murray’s teams 
drove the September 
stretch like Secretariat 





MURRAY'S NUMBERS SPEAK 
LOUDER THAN WORDS 


Among the media tastemakers, : yest 
he is as popular as ano-hostbar. | Keep in mind 
So you don’t read any tributes to | When those Hall of — under Turcotte’s whip. His 
him (OK, except for this one). But | Fame ballots arrive in Orioles ran five pennant races, 
for nearly two decades and in four | the mail. Lm T 8 and Eddie batted a cumulative .318 
clubhouses, Eddie Murrayhasbeen | __ Murray also will retire among the © in the final months of those sea- 
the relentless conscience driving ! all-time top 20 in RBI, at-bats, © sons. When the 1990 Dodgers went 
teams to excel. | games and total bases, andalsois | tothe wire, Murray gave them .411 

He’s done all right on the field arguably the greatest first baseman | workin September. 
too—enough to merit being lumped |} | ever (he already holdsrecordsfor : Mostamazingly, he has putin 
“acknowledged modern-era most games and assists at the posi- | 150-plus games in 15 of his 18 sea- 

e Stargell, Jackson and tion). But what cements his legacy | sons, and two of the misses were 
. None of those power- is the single-minded purpose with | called strikes. Legend 
i 


a a a ee eS So 


















and-presence lads reached 3,000 | Which he plays the faetbhasl has it, those are 
hits, but Murray will—assuminghe | _ Eddie had an “attitude” long be- — the only two the 
gets 70 this season before the next | fore itbecame a cliched buzzword aggressive Mur- 
for scorning all the garbage on the ray has ever 
fringe. He produced, without owing taken with 
an explanation for how he did it. the bat on his 
In the locker room, he was a nu- shoulder. 
lear reactor: valuable, butalso —Tom Singer 


players’ strike. 
In addition to becoming the 20th 

player with 3,000 hits, 

Murray could also 

become the 16th 


FORA 


When people looked at the L.A. Dodgers of the 
1970s and ’80s, often they saw a bullpen of clean-cut and level- 
headed guys destined for someone’s political ticket. 

Steve Garvey, Orel Hershiser, Jerry Reuss and Bill Russell could've all 
been ballot-bound with a bullet. In this group, Steve Sax was the class clown. 

50 who was the first out of the political closet, in April announcing his candidacy 
for the California state assembly? Sax, of course, who once became exasperated 
searching for the sports section in the Wall Street Journal. | 

This is the same guy who announced his intention to “hit the ball 80 percent up the 
middie, 20 percent to left and the other 20 percent to right.” 

The 35-year-old outfielder/Republican will retire after this season and try to swap his 2 = 
seat on the A’s bench for David Knowles’ seat in the assembly, representing a district span- ioe 2 s i\G 
ning six Northern California counties. Sax even had his platform in order by April: “Juvenile ° o v. 
crime, sensible government regulation of business, Californians’ tax burdens.” 

What, nothing on salary caps? 

Word is, Democrats are brawling for the privilege to run against Sax. Why, you ask? 

Perhaps because he once declined to buy an array of helium-filled balloons for his kids, 
asking, “How am | going to get them all in my suitcase?” 

Perhaps because he introduced a cousin’s husband as “my brother-in-law.” 

Perhaps because Dodgers teammates planted a pig’s head in his Philadelphia hotel we 
bed one day at 3 p.m., and he didn’t realize it until 1 the next morning. 

In pledging to “work to ensure that the residents of California can raise their families in | 
~ Safe neighborhoods,” Sax perhaps is just trying to make up for all the box-seat customers ' 
= endangered by his throws. 
> AsTomLasorda says, “Sax will throw his hat in the ring—and miss.” —TS } | 
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THE ULTIMATE FANTASY 





WHO STOLE THE 
STOLEN BASES? 


Stolen base totals in baseball 
have dropped dramatically, and the 
theory going around the batting 
cages is that teams are making con- 
certed efforts to runless, 

The trend began in 1993, coinci- 
dentally (or maybe not) when expan- 
sion teams were added in Colorado 
and Florida. One theory behind it 
states that with more bad pitchers in 
the league, managers are now play- 
ing forthe big inning rather than 
playing for one run, 

Inthe 1980s, Rickey Henderson 
and Vince Coleman each stole 100- 
plus bases three times. The only 
player today who has a chance for 
100 is Kenny Lofton—and even he 
figures to get an occasional red light 
with Carlos Baerga, Albert Belle and 
Manny Ramirez batting behind him. 





















—DH 

AVE. PER 
YEAR STEALS TEAM 
1992 3,264 125.5 
1993 3,263 116.5 
1994 2258 114.5° 
“Projected avera ge if Season were not interrupted by strike 






















Nearing the halfway point of the baseball season, SPORT thoughtita 
good time to unveil its all-time all-star rotisserie team. And you thought your 
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ing perspective on Jordan. 


Si mc »n & Schuster, (164 pages, 


orne, the private side 
; the private side 
of Mic . The book incor- 
por rates c cant an Srrervicws with the 
‘ Bulls’ star and offers an enlighten- 


baba Herod ith, Ipemawed Jordan 
) be allreturn, and 


WSdeland 


; younger audience, 
; those who have 


'95 fantasy team was doing well? Check out these digits: 


| HITTERS AVE. HR RBI RUNS SB 
' © Roy Campanella, '53 Dodgers 312 4) 142 103 4 
: © Johnny Bench, '70 Reds 293 45 148 97 5 
: 1B Jimmie Foxx, '32 A's 364 is 3 
' COR Lou Gehrig, '27 Yankees 373 Sinn 1th. “145 10 
: 2B Rogers Hornsby, '22 Cardinals 401 42 152 141 17 
' MID Joe Morgan, '75 Reds 327 fi 04 107 67 
' — §S Maury Wills, 62 Dodgers _ —2992—~t*é“‘«#@; 48 130 104 
3B George Brett, 80 Roy fals 390 24 118 87 15 
OF Ty Cobb, '11 Tigers 420 8 127 147 83 
|; OF Babe Ruth, 21 Yankees 378 59 171 177 7 
| OF HackWilson,'30Cubs _ 356 56 = s«190 146 3 
' OF RickeyHenderson,’86 Yankees 267 10 51119130 
OF Chuck Klein, '30 Phillies 386 40 170 158 4 
ANY Joe DiMaggio, '37 Yankees 346 46 167 151 3 
PITCHERS W K ERA RATIO SV 
SP Ed Walsh, ‘08 White Sox 40 269 1.42 0.86 6 
| §P Jack Chesbro, '04 Yankees 4 240 1.82 094 OO 
' SP Christy Mathewson,’08 Giants 37 2591.43 0.84 5 
| §P Walter Johnson, '12 Senators 33 303 «= 1.39 =. 2 
' SP Bob Gibson, '68 Cardinals 22 2681.12 (0.85 0 
:  SPSandy Koufax, '65 Dodgers 26 382 2.04 0.86 2 
' RP Dennis Eckersley, '90.4’s 4 48 0.61 061 48 
' RP Bobby Thigpen, 90 White Sox — 4 70 ~—-1.83 103 57 
i — RPBryan Harvey, '91 Angels m= 101 861.600 086 46 
g EAI | consecutive NBA title. 
; qq Jordan also speaks openly 
: LEGEND RETURNS | Site entiorsment contracts that 
i Airbo by Jesse Kornbluth, | have caused what he sees as 


to live the part, 
to be ‘Michael 
Jordan,’ but 
those days are 
becoming fewer 
and fewer,” Jor- 
dan says in one in- 
terview segment. 
Kornbluth gears 
Airborne towarda 


' overexposure: “Sure, 
' there are days when , ww 
| 'minthe mood se ne 








| beenraised watching Jordan's 


‘led the Bullstotheirthird | 


a ; Phenomenal career unfold and 
ambi llegations that ; wantto learn more about the ratio- 
vidi iiing the 93 season, | nale behind his decision-making. 


—Constance Loizos 


WHAT DO DEION SANDERS AND 
WORLD SERIES, BASEBALL 9) 
HAVE IN COMMON... 









[HEY RE BOTH INA 
LEAGUE ( OF THEIR OWN, 





The Reds’ Deion Sanders steps up Albert Belle of the Indians ipsa — 
to face the Braves’ Greg Haddux! shot off the Orioles’ Mike Mussina! 


With 24 megs, World Series Baseball 95 gives you the power to step up to the plate against 
all 28 Major League teams. And 700 Major League Players. Real players, like McGriff, Canseco, 
Bonds, Key, Williams and Bagwell. You and your friends can play against each other in 

Molti-player leagues. Draft and trade players. Track stats for individuals, teams and leaque 
leaders. And play your way through League, All-Star, Playoffs and World Series action. 


“THE »e GOT apis . WORLD SERIES ae "95 HAS ITAL.” bee Wid Game Fn Heute! 
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“Once Ricky We 
Henderson : 
leaves, I ee 


might be the 
No. 1 
leadoii 
hitter” 

By George 
Castle 


hile eating a steak and 
cheese sandwichina 
downtown Chicago 
restaurant, Kenny 
eh itelsmd-1A0t-1-)-mael- lor 
Adare w alte ler-Malfuat-y=) ba: ts 
baseball's best leadoff 
hitter. His reasoning: 
Rickey Henderson, though in the twi- 
Tela) ie) @altswer(cot-lam cecil [Were \ialep 

“Once Rickey Henderson leaves, | 
fanlte|a)@el-manlom \ Comm i i-tcle loli mala cs) aan tals 
OUT=A 7-1 F- Vale M late lt=tal-wmel-lahe-]mil-itel=), 
Says. “But Rickey is still the best 
leadoff hitter in the game. Statistics 
may be one thing, but Rickey has 
proven himself. Once | prove myself, 
maybe | can say that. Right now, I’m 
still trying to get where he's at.” 

S10) Menlelel=t-36'mer- le Mal(e (<8 Me) ices 
awesome Stats over the last three 
years: 196 stolen bases, 326 runs 
slalom Ure w rol el-ladialem-\'-1¢-le(-mm B)-)(-1 pe 
sively, Lofton has no peer. He’s won 
two Gold Gloves in as many sea- 
sons—and loves to talk about it. 

“I like defense a lot more than of- 

- fense,” he says. “There are only cer- 
= tain things | can do on offense. On 
ramel-1(-lal-1-Pa et-|aMelelalige)E-tolul-Me]-te)) (<M 
SLi =m e)’mer-\Celallare megl-Mel-|| MM al-He) ol 
« posing team gets frustrated by you 
> Catching the ball. It also helps the 
~ pitcher out. You make acatch, he’ll 


12s 
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. feel more confident throwing that 
/ pitch." 

Hard to believe, but thisis the 
same Kenny Lofton who originally 
wanted tobeanNBAstar. From 
1985 to 1989, he played guard for the 
University of Arizona and was an in- 
i(clelec|melsla@e) mist m aiilelercieomcsrelgem tats l 
went to the Final Four in ‘88. 

That same year, however, Lofton 
MicE\(-Bb] oMalicmele-t-lsime)me)r-s isle mam nl) 
_ NBA to pursue a Career in baseball. 
The reason? 
meet eli clabclamele)slelacslaliaace, 
Bi » play my style of basketball—run- 

EclglebrelUlnmecialele)ciare mii musle) (espa Me)icela) 
4 i. ~ Says. “| was being someone else. By 
™ my junior year, it got alittle better, but 
| felt | should do something else be- 
We ET RAVER TaM de lsiaciatemast-aa-cerele lal 
tion in basketball | should have.” 
Because of the sudden switch to 
_ baseball in 1988, Lofton wasn’t draft- 
- ed until the Houston Astros selected 
‘him in the 17th round. He played 48 
“games at Single-A Auburn, but hit 
“just .214 before returning to Arizona 
for his senior year. 
_ “lwasn'ta quitter. My friends 
"were [at Arizona],” he says of contin- 
rin with basketball for one more 
season. 

Once he left organized basketball 
for good, Lofton thrived in his base- 
orcl| Bie lacelelucel(arel-Maalieiialep-lele\ mec 0]0) 
Wialiiceehacles(e| (are el OB-)¢ct-1 tm lamale nie]! 
seasons in the minors, success that 
Feldal-leMallpamemeiaelilehttelameemegt-a elie 
leaquesin 1991. 

Me) icelam-jale\ui-leMilaa(-e-tardalom e)[-4¢-m 
hitting .203 in 74 at-bats that year in 
tamu leletsicolamelcerclalra-lile)ammellialslelt 
ans general manager John Hart 
Ko\\=te Me) itelpm-mele)(-nlil-|ect-e- 6 (-tle lei 
hitter. So after two months of talks 


a 
I like defense during the winter of '91, Hart pulled 


x off the steal of the "90s by acquiring 
B lot more than Mohadelam- tile Mm OF- A a-m otalelel-m ae) a fe 


Taubensee and Willie Blair. 
offense 28 2S The | ea al-Wat-licel-Bie-(e(-leRenl-mcomtal-Belelalt 


iosin gt situation, and | thank them for that,” 

Oppos team . ' oh itelanct- Wem A 7-tRe lol lateRigelaimelal= 
gets frustrated Ny last-place team to another, but was 
a ‘ . (ol=\qdialen-|ame)ejeleladelaliaim (on e)i=\ nm al: \ar- 
alll wanted.” 

Me) AColamele) aalt-mejer-laler-m lam @)(-\\0-naee 
land and made the most of it. In only = 
his third full pro season, he set an®= 
American League rookie record by = 
stealing 66 bases in a season. Not: 
/Dad for a guy who didn’t take base- = 3 
ball seriously until his junior year in > 



























It Tastes Good. 
It Costs Less. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. a citi a 
Kings: 16 mg “tar,” 1.1 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by FIC method. 
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= It would be “[My performance] was only a sur- 
r _-—«soiprise to other people, not to me,” 
very t ough to i: Lofton says of his immediate success 
Z in Cleveland. “| have a goal set, and 
get 100 “Seatac snhoiseie onal 
| | | myself know that the future is in front 

stolen bases. Wanin 
5 a “Some people learn quicker than 
Imnot going ers lf guys make that adjustment, 

"9 they can stay in the game a longtime.” 

tot rye Almost immediately, Lofton began 


d , cataloging pitchers’ moves in order 
! to steal bases, and he is careful not 
to give away his secrets. 

“Some pitchers are harder than 
others,” he says. “I write that in a little 
book! have. Others who arenotas 
tough, | put that in my mind. If I’m on 
base, | can pick up their motions, 
usually after one or two times.” 

But as great a base stealer as he is, 
Lofton doesn’t think he'll ever break 
Henderson's single-season stolen 
base record of 130. “Pitchers have 
changed. Years ago, it wasn'ta big 
iglinte RiolmeliCoinl-ie-m com elgata-lelelelaig(-) 
base runner. Now it's the biggest thing. 

mia! elllloRel-Auclavmcelllelamcone(-jan 0010 
stolen bases. I'm not going to try. It’s 
like running through a brick wall. I'd 
be forcing myself on something 
that's almost impossible.” 

Mo) icolaMe-re)ual-Builielala-icell(- maser aM 
need to dash toward the century 
mark in stolen bases because of 
310 [efel-ie-B-]0lelam-t-w.\le]-1e@=1-1|(-8-lale 
Carlos Baerga driving him in on areg- 
ular basis. It’s better that Lofton con- 
centrate on arun at the batting title 
=latemere]ahaiacedialem el-t-1-]er=1|mniait-leom dare 
= Walelabe-jielele[=]m-10leiaest-Mal-e-1a[e 10] (e mel 
forelal-j[e(-14-16 Mle] m@\/A'd om ol-let-10}-1-me) Mall 
all-around value to a team. “Baseball 
fans like players hitting home runs,” 
Lofton says. “But! willneverbea 
Triple Crown winner.” 

Lofton has plowed his newfound 
wealth back into his family, building a 
ifo]t] ea el-reielelsialeltl-1-8 ian =t-1-1 0 @leller-lele) 
for his grandmother, Rosie Person, 
who recently went blind. She often 
reminds her grandson of the values 
jal-at-lelelalaaliaap 

mee lal-Me- ele lal @ual-malelaia- tale mi acelalep 
fone -1-je]-[e] @'[e]0|@-][e|-1e-0m¢-1-18 8-6 ca =) 
head and don't stray from what you 
are,” Lofton says. 
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other base he rightfully claims as his = 
own, dashing straight to the top of = 
baseball's charts. * 7 





With a Minted Basebal 









Baseball’s legendary 
Sultan of Swat, celebrated in a 

magnificent heirloom collector plate 

from acclaimed sports artist Jim Auckland. 
Crafted of Royal Doulton Fine Bone China. 


e was the most popular star and greatest slugger in the history of 

A baseball. Babe Ruth. Now, to mark the 100th Anniversary of the 
Babe's birth, acclaimed sports artist Jim Auckland creates a dramatic 
heirloom collector plate, adorned with an authentically minted 
baseball richly embellished with 24 karat gold, bearing a replica of the 
Babe's own signature. 

“The Legendary Babe Ruth Collector Plate.” Officially authorized 
by Curtis Management. In the tradition of the most prized 
collectibles, this heirloom collector plate is crafted of Royal Doulton 
Fine Bone China and lavished with breathtaking color. It is hand- 
numbered and bordered in 24 karat gold. Each plate bears the artist's 
signature mark on its reverse side. 

This Limited Edition will be closed forever after just 45 firing days. 

Royal Doulton collector plates, exclusively from The Franklin Mint. 
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The First-Ever Babe-Ruth Collector Plate 
ecented Withm24 Karat Gold. 


I Royal 
\ Doulton® 


24 karat gold embellishes this 
authentically minted baseball 
etched with the Babe's signature 
(enlarged to show detail). 


Plate aan actual size of 
8" (20,32 cm) in diameter. 


A Limited Edition Collector Plate. 
Hand-Numbered and Bordered in 24 Karat Gold. 
The Franklin Mint 1995. 
Franklin Center, PA ees 0001 
Please enter my order for The Legendary Babe Ruth Collector Plate, 
officially authorized by Curtis acer | need SEND NO MONEY 
NOW. I will be billed $37.50* when my plate is ready to be sent. 
Limit: one plate per collector. “Plug wey state 


Please mail by August 31, 


C - 2 ' 1 
tis tut ama $2.95 for iiupping dnd fon 


SIGNATURE — 
MR/MRS/MISS — 
ADDRESS —__ 
CITY/STATE 


TELEPHONE : 
=) 1995 Family of fs ube Auth & Babe Auth Baseball League, inc 
by Curtis Management Group, Indpls, IN 


~ -16555-16-001 


Satisfaction Guaranteed, If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do 
so within 30 days of your receipt of that purchase for replacement, credit or refund 
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THE GZAR’S PICKS 


NFC East 

Dallas Cowboys 11-5 
NEW Clee clnicm iene 
Washington Redskins 9-7 
Philadelphia Eagles 6-10 
Arizona Cardinals 5-11 
NFC Central 

Detroit Lions 10-6 
Chicago Bears 10-6 
Green Bay Packers 9-7 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 8-8 
Minnesota Vikings 7-9 
NFC West 

San Francisco 49ers 12-4 
Atlanta Falcons 8-8 

New Orleans Saints 8-8 
St. Louis Rams 4-12 
Carolina Panthers 3-13 
AFC East 

New England Patriots 11-5 
Miami Dolphins 10-6 
Indianapolis Colts 9-7 
Buffalo Bills 7-9 

New York Jets 3-13 

AFC Central 

Pittsburgh Steelers 12-4 
Cleveland Browns 10-6 
Cincinnati Bengals 7-9 
Houston Oilers 5-11 
Jacksonville Jaguars 4-12 
AFC West 

Los Angeles Raiders 10-6 
San Diego Chargers 10-6 
Denver Broncos 9-7 
Kansas City Chiefs 8-8 
Seattle Seahawks 5-11 
NFC Champs: 

San Francisco 49ers 
AFC Champs: 

New England Patriots 
Super Bowl champs: 
49ers 

Coach of the Year: 

Bill Parcells 

Most Valuable Player: 
Drew Bledsoe 
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1995 OVERVIEW The accepted thinking in the NFLis 
that the NFC has been reduced to two teams, Dallas 
and San Francisco. They are also the two best teams 


in football, with the defending Super Bowl champs = 


currently owning the edge. Last season, the 49ers 
purged Dallas twice at Candlestick, and by the time 
they meet Nov. 12 in Texas Stadium, Deion Sanders 
will be in uniform. Dallas says it also wants Deion, but 
our money is on the 49ers—and with Deion, they 
repeat. 


QUARTERBACK Steve Young won a record fourth 
straight passing title, the first quarterback ever to 
record four consecutive years with over a 100-plus- 
point rating. Young led the NFL with 35 touchdown 
passes and completed a record 70.3 percent of his at- 
tempts. But there is a concern. His advisor, Mike 
Shanahan, has been replaced by Marc Trestman, who 
failed in his last two stints in the NFL. Shanahan was 
praised for refining the Bill Walsh system, taking it to 
another level, as the 49ers scored a league-high 505 
points. Trestman's gauge won't be game preparation, 


but how he adjusts when opponents scheme the 49ers. | 


Grade: A+ 


RUNNING BACKS William “Bar None” Floyd is close 
to emerging as the game's best fullback, but who's go- 
ing to replace Ricky Watters? There's Derrick Moore, 
who admirably replaced Barry Sanders for a few games 
in'93, or the hometown kid, Derek Loville, who ranks as 
Oregon's all-time rusher with 3,296 yards. Loville, who 
wasn't drafted, has spent time with two other teams, 
mostly as a kick returner. Grade: C 


RECEIVERS Jerry Rice talked about retiring, but why 
should he when he still owns the football field. By the 
time he turns 33 in October, Rice will have added to his 
record 139 touchdowns and probably passed James 
Lofton’s NFL record of 14,004 receiving yards (he 
needs 730). UCLA rookie J.J. Stokes figures to replace 
10-year veteran John Taylor, who must accept a huge 
pay cut. Tight end Brent Jones is coming off his best 
scoring season, having finished with nine 

touchdowns. Grade: | 













OFFENSIVE LINE Once again, the 
49ers have abundant talent on this 

unit, although left tackle Steve Wal- § 
lace and center Jesse Sapolu are @ 
nearing the end of their careers. 

There is so much depth. Sapoluis re- ¥ 
turning to center, leaving Pro Bowler ¥ 
Bart Oates as a backup. Chris Dalman We 
figures to edge Ralph Tammatleft 
guard, while the club matched the Rams’ offer 
to right guard Derrick Deese. Harris Barton isthe 
team leader at right tackle. This is the NFL's best line 
entering the season. Grade: 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS The 49ers are 
loaded up the middle, where Dana Stubblefield and 
Bryant Young reside. They are the best tackle combi- 
nation in the NFL against the run, allowing the 49ers to 
experiment on the outside. Dennis Brown and Todd 
Kelly, who failed in Charles Haley's elephant role two 
years ago, could be the ends. Tim Harris may return if 
he cleans up his act. The 49ers also have pursued Burt 
Grossman. Ken Norton Jr. again should lead the team 
in tackles, sitting behind this line. Lee Woodall has 
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The sola ofthe ewald of his shoulders, 
Young has the gun to lead a Niners repeat. 


great instincts at weak-side linebacker, while Gary 
Plummer plays on enthusiasm and smarts. Grade: B- 


SECONDARY This group could experience the most 
turnover, based on off-season offers involving both 
safety Tim McDonald and cornerback Eric Davis. 
When ex-Ram Marquez Pope received a $2 million 
_ Signing bonus, it wasn't to replace Deion Sanders 
™. al cornerback, Pope is a better safety. The plan 
Ns is to free some money here, allowing 
rN Sanders (six interceptions) to return once 
baseball is over. Free safety Merton Hanks 
/ (seven interceptions) and backups Michael 
McGruder and Tyronne Drakeford are safe. 
Grade: A 


draft produced kicker Doug Brien, 
who figures to improve. Free agency 

, cost the 49ers’ special teams dearly, 
but Clifford Hicks has averaged almost 10 yards a punt 
return for three different clubs. The gamble is punter 
Tommy Thompson, who was incamp last summer 
when he failed to beat out Klaus Wilmsmeyer. 
Grade: 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT George Seifert would 
have lost his job had the Cowboys won the NFC title in 
Candlestick Park. Eddie DeBartolo and Carmen Policy 
will do anything to win, the signing of Deion Sanders 
being the perfect example. Grade: A 


SPORT RATING: A 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD 12: 






Air Force 
offers you powerful 
" tools to shape your tomorrow. 


The Air Force offers technical training in more 
than 250 job skills. Add hands-on experience 
in one of our high-tech jobs — plus educational 
opportunities — and, you'll have the powerful 
tools you'll need in the 21st Century. 


Ask an Air Force Recruiter for information or call: 


1-800-423-USAF. 
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- round choice in 1988. He played at 265 pounds and 
; was alcohol-free. lronhead also 


; Can godeep; he’s 
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1995 OVERVIEW Inthe last two 
off-seasons, Atlanta has lost two 
great players, Deion Sanders 
and Andre Rison, and two very 
good receivers in Mike 
Pritchard and Michael Haynes. 
still, coach June Jones be- 
lieves his offense will be better 
this season, He may be right be- 
cause the schedule is easier, 
quarterback Jeff George has ad- 
justed to the run-and-shoot, and 


the defense has new direction. The Falcons will be | 


better—how much depends on the health of their 
defense. 


QUARTERBACK George figured to have his best | 


season as apro in the run-and-shoot and he did, 
passing for 23 touchdowns and 3,734 yards. De- 


spite his great wrist and arm strength, George must 
improve his decision-making. He forces too many 


passes, believing he has the arm to overcome a 


cornerback’s speed. He also lacks patience in the 


big games. George suits the offense, but veteran 
Bobby Hebert operates the scheme better, and his 


return ensures the offense won't miss a beat. Perry 


Klein must wait his turn. Grade: B+ 


RUNNING BACKS Erric Pegram and Tony Smith | 


are gone, but who cares, as long as Craig “Iron- 
head” Heyward can improve on his 779 yards and 
seven touchdowns of last season? lronhead dis- 
played the power and instincts that made him a first- 


caught 32 passes. Ex-Brown Eric 
Metcalf may line up in the backfield 
on third down, but he'll primarily be 
a wide receiver. Grade: B 
RECEIVERS Metcalf and J.J. Birden Sp 
figure to replace Rison’s production. | 
Metcalf should excel in 


the run-and-shoot with a 

his speed and moves ee 
afterthe catch. In | > 
Cleveland, Metcalf BR 


which he had 200 
yards of total of- 

fense from scrim- | 
mage. And Birden 


i 
had eight games in ok 
{ 
\ 


averaged 40 
yards per catch 
on 18 touch- 
down receptions | 
over his career. vs) 
But the real keys are Terance 


they duplicate last year's pro- 
duction? Mathis caughtateam- | 
record 111 passes, scoring11 
times, and was the free-agent ue 
bargain of ‘94. Emanuel, acol- 
lege quarterback, used his 
smarts and 4.3 speed to 

grab 46 receptions. 
Grade: A 
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OFFENSIVE LINE Last year, the Atlanta line 
allowed only 32 sacks on 666 passing plays, 
em but this year Lincoln Kennedy moves to left 

ay tackle despite constant weight problems. 
y—’ Bob Whitfield is the best pass blocker at right 
tackle. Guard Mike Zandofsky got 
caught holding 10 times. It’s essential 
that Dave Richards re-signs, although 
| Stan Brock also is a possibility. Center 
} Roman Fortin made everyone forget 
Jamie Dukes. Grade: C+ 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Twolinemen, 
Chris Doleman and Pierce Holt, are coming off in- 
juries. Doleman hated Atlanta last season, so 
there's no guarantee he wants to return, following 
foot surgery, for the final year of his contract. Holt's 
knees are shot, proving his $7.5 million signing in 
‘93 was a mistake. Chuck Smith and Lester Ar- 
chambeau show quickness as pass rushers and 
could be the starters. Nose tackle Moe Gardner has 
played in 64 straight games. Clay Matthews (18th 
season), ex-Bill Darryl Talley (13th season) and old 
reliable Jessie Tuggle (ninth season) can still play. 
Ohio State linebacker Lorenzo Styles will be Tug- 
gle’s backup. Grade: C 


SECONDARY Rookies Devin Bush and Ronald 
Davis could make an immediate impact with their 
speed. D.J. Johnson is solid at right cornerback, 
where he had five interceptions last season. Left 
cornerback Anthony Phillips, a210-pounder, can 


| jam the run and has been timed at 4.4 seconds. 
| Roger Harper returns from a broken forearm, and 


Kevin Ross provides leadership at strong safety. 
Bush should be a nickel back. Grade: C 


® SPECIAL TEAMS Harold Alexander flaked out 


last season. Ex-Buc Dan Stryzinski'’s booming 


J punts led to an NFL-low 94 return yards. Scott Tyn- 


er, whose kickoffs saved Norm Johnson last 

year, returns to battle the placekicker. 

Johnson, though, has converted 52 of 

his last 57 field goals for Atlanta. Met- 

_, calf and Nate Lewis are two of the very 

.. »  ,bestreturners. Metcalf has five touch- 
_ / ~ 4 downs off returns. Grade: B 


} COACHING/MANAGEMENT The 
-\defense ranked 27th last year, and 
| Joe Haering, with Rod Rust’s con- 
sulting help, will try to install a basic 
4-3 scheme with emphasisona 
pass-rush. Rust prefers zone cover- 
age. Ken Herock and June Jones 
_ work well together, although Jones 
- got burned by disciplining Rison. 
Grade: B- 


SPORT RATING: B- 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 8-8 


George had his best season in 94, but he still 
needs to improve his decision-making. 
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One of these Reebok Chill Mid shoes 
will give you more hoops than the others. 


O,K. They're laced up funny. :.so what? 
Fact is, these customized lacing patterns can make a 
huge difference in your game. 
One pattern gives wide-footed players more room, 
which keeps them cruising through 40 minutes 
of air tight defense. Another helps narrow 
feet get snug. While a third stops heels 
¥ from slipping, so blisters don't Keep you 
from commanding the boards. A fourth 
“\, keeps high insteps comfortable 
. as you soar above the rim. 


A 













Our Certified Fit Technicians Know which pattern suits 
your foot. Because they're trained in basic foot anatomy. 
So you not only get Reebok Chill Mid shoe's 
light-weight, high performance Hexalite cushioning and 
folgciiele) ails) aeleeleliciwma (ol) Melciielgin 
even better because they're fitted 
perfectly by us. 

Our slogan below is true. 





Nohody knows the athlete's foot like The Athlete's Foot. 


Kor ibe store nvarest pou, call PSO 45 4-F OO) 
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: nator Monte Kiffin has brought that four- 
- man line scheme (Wayne Martin plays 
- the “under” tackle role) down from Min- 


oe | 


1995 OVERVIEW This franchise was built on defense, » J 
special teams and ball-control offense. Jim Mora has 
now placed his future into Jim Everett's hands and = 
turned his back on the 3-4 defense, costing hima friend © 
in Steve Sidwell. The Saints might be better, but they'll 3 
miss the playoffs because the transformation isn't com- 
plete. 
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QUARTERBACK Everett followed his worst NFL sea- 
son with a rather impressive one, finishing ‘94 as the 
league's fifth-rated quarterback. He passed for a club- 
record 3,855 yards, completing 64 percent and throwing 
22 touchdowns. Mora describes Everett, entering his 
10th NFL season, as a young 32. The change of scenery 
was good for his psyche, and with confidence, Everett 
should equal last year’s numbers. Lefty Doug Nussmeier 
might be the quarterback of the future, but Timm Rosen- 
bach will be the backup as he attempts to rejuvenate his 

career. Grade: Bu | 


RUNNING BACKS When fullback Lorenzo Neal suck- 
er- punched Mario Bates after the rookie Bates declined 
to buy him a beer, the Saints lost their best runner for five | 
games with a broken jaw. Bates finished with 579 yards 
and six touchdowns, and was instrumental down the 
stretch when New Orleans won three of its final four, a 
stretch blemished only by aclose loss to the Cowboys. 
Neal should be the blocking back, but he will be pressed 
by Notre Dame rookie Ray Zellars. Derek Brown can still 
bust outside, providing a super backup should Bates fail 
to carry the load. Grade: B 
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Still running from critics after a decade inthe 
NFL, Everett ranked fifth among ‘94 passers. 


RECEIVERS Mike Haynes put his speed into second 
gear last season as he and Everett tried to getin sync. 
He still caught 77 passes, but his average per catch was 
four yards below his career mark of 16.2. The passing 
game could be explosive as Quinn Early (a team-high 82 
receptions), Torrance Small and tight ends Irv Smith and 
Wesley Walls all enter the primes of their careers. Early 
and Small both run extremely well after the catch. Smith 
and Walls are great targets underneath. If the short 
game clicks, Haynes should be able to blow by defenses | 
with his stop-and-go moves. Grade: B+ 


in Seattle, will be explosive. Big linebacker question 
| marks are rookie Mark Fields at strong side and Winfred 

Tubbs, who doesn't have the speed to play outside. 
Grade: C- 


SECONDARY Safeties Sean Lumpkin and Vince Buck 
finished second and third in tackles last season, al- 
though the two combined for only two interceptions. Ex- 
Eagle Eric Allen will solidify right cornerback while forc- 
ing some turnovers. Corners Jimmy Spencer and Ty- 
rone Hughes can cover, but they don't play the run well. 
Tyrone Legette is the only other returnee. Grade: E 


OFFENSIVE LINE Jeff Uhlenhake secured the middle 
last season, which allowed guards Chris Port and Jim 
Dombrowski to concentrate on their responsibilities. 
Both quards are good trappers and adequate pass 
blockers. All-Pro Willie Roaf (six holding penalties) strug- 
gled at left tackie at times. Richard Cooper hated the left 
side and found a home at right tackle. The Saints will run 
behind Mr. Cooper. The Saints can't afford an injury be- 
cause Tom Roth and Alan Kline aren't ready to start. 
Grade: C 


SPECIAL TEAMS Morten Andersen missed 11 field 
goals last season, something he had never done in 13 
NFL seasons. He was 0-for-6 beyond 50 yards. Klaus 
Wilmsmeyer left Candlestick’s swirling winds for punting 
peace indoors. Tyrone Hughes’ punt-return average de- 
clined last season, but he did return two kickoffs for 
touchdowns. Grade: 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS This is where all 
the Pro Bowl linebackers resided. But when leading- | 
tackler Sam Mills turned his back on Mora—opting for 
Carolina for the same money the Saints of- 
fered—the era ended. New defensive coordi- 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Jim Mora enters his 
10th season (84-59) determined to make the 
. Playoffs. Billy Kuharich has had chances to 

» leave, but wants to see Mora in the playoffs. 
) A big off-field test will be how the Saints 
handle working out of temporary trailers this 
season while the new facility is being 
built. Grade: B 


nesota. Martin is the club's best defend- 
er, and Joe Johnson should be able to 
stunt off Martin's bullrush. Renaldo 
Turnbull's sack total dropped from 13 to 
6.5, and he shifts to end. Morabelieves 
Rufus Porter, whose sack counts declined 


i) SPORT RATING: B 
| 1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 8-8 
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Bettis: a frustrated, battered Ram who’s had 
little luck running through peanut-sized holes. 


1995 OVERVIEW The Rams are expected to debut 
in their new dome on Oct. 8 vs. Atlanta on TNT. How- 
ever, a great infusion of cash from the club's move 
from L.A. and a spiffy locale change won't alter the 
performance on the field. Rich Brooks, 53, dida 
splendid job at Oregon, but personnel blunders ex- 
plain why the Rams have a 23-57 record in the ‘90s. 


QUARTERBACK There aren't many quarterbacks 
who look better in practice than Chris Miller, who 
starred at Oregon under Brooks. Miller, 30, hasa 
horrible history of tearing up knees inside dome arti- 
ficial surfaces, so he was fully against this St. Louis 
move. Miller, basically good enough to lose for you, 
had his two best games in losses to New Orleans 
and San Francisco. The backups are Mark Rypien 
and UCLA product Tommy Maddox, who has the 
arm, but not the accuracy. Grade: 


RUNNING BACKS No one suffered more during 
that season-ending seven-game losing streak than 
Jerome Bettis. In those games, Bettis had 211 
yards (he gained 212 ina single game in 
"93) on 86 attempts, a 2.4 average. He 
had one rushing touchdown in 13 
games. Not only was he frustrated, but 
the constant pounding slowed him 
down. After Bettis, halfback/receiver 
Johnny Bailey is the only effective 
weapon. Bailey led the club with 58 
catches, none foratouchdown. 
Grade: B+ 
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: RECEIVERS Willie “Flipper” Anderson beat Deion 
Sanders for a touchdown and averaged 20 yards a 
catch, but the Rams didn’t re-sign their ’94 MVP. The 

> year before, the Rams gave up on Henry Ellard, and 

= he earned Comeback Player of the Year. Instead, new 
personnel director Steve Ortmayer gave fellow ex- 
Raider Alexander Wright, who has had seasons of 12, 
27 and 16 receptions, $3 million. The Rams did re- 

| sign Jessie Hester, who's bounced around the league, 
and believe tight end Troy Drayton can be another 
Ben Coates. Isaac Bruce has game-breaking speed 
and will surprise. Grade: C 

















































OFFENSIVE LINE When the season starts, Wayne 
Gandy, last year’s No. 1, and Jesse James, a rookie 
from Mississippi St., willbe manning the tackles. 
James has longer arms than Gandy, but both are well 
over 320 pounds. St. Louis’ best free-agent move was 
the signing of ex-Jet Dwayne White for $10 million. 
White, a 330-pound bulldozer, will open at left guard. 
Bern Brostek ranks among the top 10 centers, and his 
quickness helps Leo Goeas on the left side. Grade: 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Sean Gilbert dis- 
appeared last season because of severe tendinitis in 
his shoulders. The ailment has forced Gilbert to move 
to end, allowing No. 1 pick Kevin Carter to play tackle. 
The front four, with the exception of left end Robert 
Young, basically failed to show last season. It never 
applied constant pressure, forcing the linebackers into 
retreat. Shane Conlan and Roman Phifer finished 1-2 
in tackles. The Rams are excited about D’Marco Farr, 
believing he will be in the pass-rush rotation. What the 
Rams need are a motivated Gilbert and career sea- 
sons from Jimmie Jones and Fred Stokes. Carlos 
Jenkins adds experience at linebacker. Grade: 


SECONDARY The Rams lost their best player, safety 
Marquez Pope, to division rival San Francisco, and 
cornerback Darryl Henley (cocaine conviction) is on 
his way to federal prison. Anthony Parker, who re- 
turned three interceptions for touchdowns last season 
for the Vikings, will take Henley’s spot, although his 
techniques aren't as good as Henley’s. Toby Wright 
has the potential to become a Ronnie Lott-like strong 
safety. Anthony Newman and Todd Lyght are reliable 
starters, but neither makes plays that decide games. 
Grade: 


SPECIAL TEAMS Tired of kicker Tony Zendejas fail- 
ing to reach the goal line with his kickoffs, the Rams 
will gamble with rookie Steve McLaughlin, who was 
clutch last season in college at Arizona. Sean Landeta 
had the best gross punting average in the NFC last 
season, Todd Kinchen and Johnny Bailey are above- 
average returners. Grade: C+. 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Vice-president John 
Shaw negotiated an impressive reward for 
_ owner Georgia Frontiere, which will annually 

» pump an additional $20 million into her 
ma, pocketbook. The hiring of Brooksis an 
improvement over Chuck Knox, who 
’ failed to win consecutive games in three 
\ seasons. Grade: 


iN 
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No trendy 
health club. 


No $60 shorts. 


No bull. 


Speed Stick. 


110% protection. 





Just like you, 
it never quits. 


byMENNEN | 





AROLMA PANTHERS ° 


1995 OVERVIEW The plan is to be playoff-competitive in | 


- four seasons, and that’s possible if general manager Bill Po- 
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lian and coach Dom Capers hit on 80 percent of their free- 
agent acquisitions and draft choices. They started with de- 
fense, the side of the ball Capers knows best, while using 
their first draft choice on Penn State quarterback 

Kerry Collins. That could be the twosome’s first . 
miss because Collins has flaws generally not 
attributed to franchise-type selections. 


QUARTERBACK Frank Reich should 
double his NFL career starts (eight) this 
season. He's been a great reliever, espe- 
cially during Buffalo's final Super Bowl push 
two years ago. His strengths are his accura- 
cy, intelligence and gamesmanship. His dura- 
bility and arm strength, though, will be tested. — 

In 10 seasons, Reich has thrown for 2,540 yards, 18 
touchdowns and 12 interceptions. Collins rated highest 
among Division I-A quarterbacks last season, with 2,679 
yards and 21 touchdowns. He does throw a great deep ball, 
but has been criticized for a hitch in his delivery. Grade: 


RUNNING BACKS In 1993, Derrick Lassic did an admirable 
job with the Cowboys replacing Emmitt Smith, scoring three 
touchdowns. He was on injured-reserve most of last season. 
Fullback Bob Christian is a solid blocker, but not much ofa 
runner. Tony Smith has the great body, but runs too upright. 
Randy Baldwin is a better returner 

than natural runner. Howard 

Griffith pushes his weight 
around and could be a sur- 
prise if given an opportuni- #f4 
ty. Grade: | 



















RECEIVERS There Poses 
hasn'tbeen much atten- . | is 
tion paid to this position, \ 
other than the signings of 
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Bills tight end Pete Metzelaars, whose production dipped 
from 68 receptions in ‘93 to 49 last season, and another ex- 
Bill, Don Beebe, who had 40 receptions and four TDsin ‘94. 
Mark Carrier had 29 receptions last season, but he isn't tough 
and could fade when the season goes bad. Richard 
Buchanan has some promise. David Mims, Eric Guli- 
ford and Charles Swann combined for three recep- 
tions last season. Grade: 


) OFFENSIVE LINE Derrick Graham has had 
weight and injury problems, but has the size 
and great balance to be a quality left tackle. 
Draft choice Blake Brockemeyer should 
) be forced into the lineup on the right 
side, probably at tackle because over- 
Ww) paid Harry Boatswain struggles 
against quality pass rushers. Curtis 
Whitley played well for the Chargers last 
season and could be the No. 1 find in the expansion draft. 
Mike Finn and Darry! Moore are subpar performers. 
Grade: 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Capers, who managed 
Bill Cowher's defense in Pittsburgh, loaded up on decent 
players. Houston's Lamar Lathon received $13.5 million to 
play left outside linebacker, the Kevin Greene role. Lathon 
should blossom, considering linemen Mike Fox, Greg Kra- 
gen, Gerald Williams and draft choice Shawn King will apply 
some pressure. Darion Conner had 10% sacks with New Or- 
leans and seems to have beaten his off-field problems. Carl- 
ton Bailey had 70 tackles in '94 with the Giants. Sam Mills re- 
mains a steady performer, but his presence in the locker 
room will be worth millions because he’s such a consummate 
pro. Grade: 


SECONDARY The Panthers went for speed at cornerback, 
taking James Williams and Rod Smith in the expansion draft. 
Brett Maxie is a proven NFL safety. The Raiders didn’t give 
Cary Brabham a chance. Bad knee and all, Houston's Bubba 


| McDowell should move into the starting lineup. First-round 
| pick Tyronne Poole seems better equipped at cornerback 


and figures to play immediately in passing situations. 
Grade: 


SPECIAL TEAMS This is the deepest and most 
prepared area on the team. John Kasay convert- 
ed 20 of 24 field goals last season with the Sea- 
hawks, albeit indoors. Ex-Saints punter Tommy 
Barnhardt's 43.58-yard average ranked sixth last 
. season. Barnhardt has gone 211 punts without a 
block. Vernon Turner, Randy Baldwin and Tony 
Smith are above-average returners. Turner led 
| the Bucs with a 20.6 kick and 10.4 punt aver- 
age, including an 80-yard touchdown. 
' Grade: 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Capers better be 
good. The franchise surrendered two draft choices, 
including the 63rd overall, and $150,000 to sign him 
after Polian admitted the Panthers tampered with him 
before Pittsburgh gave them permission. Pittsburgh 
players generally liked Capers and referred to him as 
a perfectionist. Polian is a solid GM, an old-school 
} moralist, and someone who will pinch every penny of 
the $37.1 million salary cap. Owner Jerry Richardson 
wants to win and will do whatit takes. Grade: E 


~ SPORT RATING: 
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Don’t miss out on a single spooky word— 
with the Stephen King Library. It features 
original hardcover editions, many impossible 
to find elsewhere. 

Special offer for thrill seekers! 

Get King’s newest blockbuster, Rose Madder, for 10 
days—FREE. If you keep it, pay only $7.95, plus ship- 
ping and handling (retail: $25.95) as your introduction 
to the Library. Then let the terror come to you. 

A different King book will arrive about every 6 
weeks, each with a 10-day free trial, and with no 
obligation—ever—to buy. Collect them all—from 
‘Salem's Lot to Insomnia. Plus, be among the first to 
receive King’s new books as soon as they're pub- 
lished! You can even select, in advance, the books 
you're most interested in receiving. Each volume is 
priced at just $14.95, plus shipping and handling— 
a deep discount off publishers’ prices. 

No risk, no obligation. Cancel at any time. 

Let the fright-fest begin right now with Rose 
Madder—yours FREE for 10 days. Don’t delay! Send 
in the coupon below! 


.\2 YOURS FREE! 


Skeleton key chain, 
complete with dazzling 
jewel-like eyes, just for 
trying Rose Madder 

now. ) 


GRAB ALL THE HORROR YOU WANT! 
IT’S EASY WITH THE 





LIBRARY 
start with Rose Madder 

for just 
$ 
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\ The Stephen King Library ° Gaime Hill, PA 1701 2-0001 





YES! g Send me Rose Madder for a no-risk, 10-day FREE trial. |! keep it, I'll pay just $7.95, plus ship- | 
= ping and handling. I understand that you'll send me a list of titles on which I can indicate the King 

@ books I want to receive. Future books in the series will arrive approximately every 6 weeks, and may be reviewed for 

' 10 days with no obligation to buy. | will be billed a low $14.95, plus shipping and handling, foreach subsequent | 

book I keep. I may cancel at any time. If i retum Rose Madder, my subscription will be automatically can- | 

celled, and I'll be under no further obligation. The FREE skeleton key chain is mine to keep, no matter what 
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1995 OVERVIEW With the expected declines in 


son with the Central's best personnel, and the cap- 
per should be the additions of defensive coordinator 
John Teerlinck and defensive lineman Henry 
Thomas, who each bolted the Vikings for Motown's 
suburbs. Wayne Fontes doesn't receive many votes 
for Coach of the Year, but Barry Sanders likes him, 
and that should be good enough for 
anyone. 


QUARTERBACK Scott 4 
Mitchell had an excellent off- / 
season. His throwing shoul- /- 
der stiffened last season |* 
froma deep bruise, anda) 
broken right hand finally \ 
shelved him after Week 9. But \_ 
Mitchell is a battler and will im-\_ 
prove with playing time (only 16 Yee * 

career NFL starts). He stillneeds ~~ 

to look off receivers better, and ered Landry was 
hired to refine his mechanics. Mitchell did beat the 
Cowboys last year in Dallas. One big problem is that 
Dave Krieg won't be around to rescue him. Don 
Majkowski figures to edge Don Hollas as the backup. 
Grade: B 


RUNNING BACKS Sanders wasn't a factor in the 
playoff loss to Green Bay last season, but he still 
comes off a magnificent season in which he finished 
with 1,883 yards, the NFL's fourth-best total ever. 


Sanders had 50 carries of 10 yards or longer and | 


proved his strength by leading all runners with 536 
yards in the fourth quarter. His only downside was an 
NFL-high 51 carries for losses or no gain. Eric Lynch 
is the lone reserve. Grade: A+ 


RECEIVERS With Sterling Sharpe and Andre Rison 
out of the NFC, Herman Moore becomes the 
No. 2 maninthe conference behind Jerry 
Rice. Like Rice, Moore is very physicaland , 
difficult to defend because of his size and [: 
speed. He averaged 16.3 yards acatch 4) 
with 11 touchdowns. BrettPerrimancan — 
be a 60-catch receiver, and Al 
Aubrey Matthews and 
Johnnie Morton are fine , 
playmakers. Tightend 
Ron Hall has been a dis- 
appointment, but will } 





take a pay cut to stick 
around. Rodney Hol- 
manisavaluablere- * 
serve because ofhis ._ 
leadershipinthe , 
locker room. 
Grade: A+ 





——_ 


OFFENSIVE 

LINE The Lions 
have had awful 
luck signing free- : 
agent linemen and craved out 

of the mix this year. Lomas Brown, en- 
tering his 11th campaign, dipped below “] 
280 pounds last season and must bulk up to [™ 
maintain his strength. Dave Lutz figures to ) 7 
re-sign and start at right tackle. Doug bg 
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Widell, Scott Conover and Mike Compton, who's had 
Minnesota and Green Bay, the Lions enter the sea- | 


15 total plays in three years, will fight for the starting 
guard spots. Kevin Glover has difficulty picking up 
stunts, but he’s an excellent run blocker. Factis, no 
one here can block Reggie White. Grade: C 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS John Teerlinck, 
an inventive coach with a wild passion for winning, 


| hopes to double the Lions’ sack total of 27 last sea- 


son. He'll use No. 1 pick Luther Elliss at tackle on run 
downs and then line up former linebackers Tracy 

Scroggins and Tracy Hayworth as ends, with 

Henry Thomas and Robert Porcher inside. An- 
) tonio London could become a 10-sack lineback- 
. eronthe open side. Chris Spielman had 195 
' tackles a year ago, aclub record, while 
Mike Johnson should finish off runners that 
\i| Spielman misses. Detroit has a chance to 
\¥\ play havoc on defense. Grade: B+ 


. SECONDARY The pass rush better ma- 
ferialize because the secondary is questionable. 

Strong safety Bennie Blades is showing signs of 
wear, and Robert Massey gambles too much at cor- 
nerback. Ryan McNeil often rattles with the game on 
the line. Van Malone shifts to free safety because of 
his speed and nose for the ball. Willie Clay is the only 


| worthwhile reserve. Grade: B 


SPECIAL TEAMS Detroit had the worst kickoff cov- 
erage team in the NFL last season and third-worst 
punt cover team. To worsen matters, Mel Gray 
signed with Houston, and now the plan is to have 
Willie Clay, Perriman and Morton take turns return- 
ing punts and kicks. Kicker Jason Hanson directly 
cost the team two games, slipping in the clutch. 
Harold Alexander, who didn't have much luck in the 
Georgia Dome, tries a different indoor locale for his 
punting. Grade: C 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Chuck 
Morand is an underrated general manag- 























er, and everyone has Said for years that 
the Lions have the division's best person- 
nel, acreditto Ron Hughes’ drafting. 
i) Fontes has acontract through 
‘97, and players respond 
to his style. The coach- 
ing staff was upgraded 

. this year. Grade: B 
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sanders finished with a 

‘\ Lion’s share of Detroit’s 

g. yards in ‘94. His 1,883 
© rushing yards, in fact, was 

- the fourth-highest total ever. 


The right oil 
can save more than 
an expensive car. 


Changing 








When NASA sent up its $50 billion space 
shuttle, Mobil went for the ride. 

An oil the NASA engineers obviously trusted. 
Their decision to use Mobil oil was based on 
what we put into it: over 125 years of experience. 

In all that time, we've been constantly 
advancing oil technology. 

A great example of this is Mobil 1, the first 
synthetic oil ever. It works at 55 degrees below 
zero or 470 degrees above. 

Including, of course, everything in between. 

For more information about Mobil 1 or 
our excellent line of conventional oils, call 
1-800-ASK-MOBIL. 

When you consider how long we've been 
improving what we've been making, it’s no sur- 
prise Mobil is an oil people count on. 

On the road. 

Or off it. 





— 
——— 
a 


» ea BEARS: 


SRR PRPC PSCC CCRT RRR Pee 


oftettetiteitieanaay 


ee eee eee ee ee 


ee ee oe | 


RICH KANE 


Heisman Trophy winner Rashaan Salaam has hit the s scene, 
which means Tillman’s (27) workload will diminish. 


1995 OVERVIEW The Bears typify what's wrong with the | 
NFL's competitive-balance theory. They won 10 games, in- 


cluding a playoff contest last season, and didn't have asin- | 


gle Pro Bowler. But they will continue to win because 
workaholic coach Dave Wannstedt refuses to be out- 
coached, and his team generally outhustles the opposition 
over 60 minutes. They are appreciated in working-class 
Chicago, but nowhere else. 


QUARTERBACK In losing two critical midseason games, 
Erik Kramer was sacked five times and intercepted five 
times. In winning seven straight starts, Steve Walsh was 
sackless in five games and threw a touchdown pass in six. 
But Walsh's passes don’t have Kramer's zip, and besides, 


Wannstedt greatly prefers Kramer, whose shoulder must | 


heal for him to retain No. 1 status, Walsh will be there push- 
ing him at every snap. Grade: 


RUNNING BACKS Wannstedt quickly 
discovered that Lewis Tillman, 29, 
doesn't possess the natural running in- 

stincts to be any team’s main man. En- 

ter Heisman Trophy winner Rashaan 

Salaam, who led the nation with 2,055 
yards and 24 touchdowns at Colorado 
last season. A ball-control back, Salaam 
loves to run between the tackles; the only 
Knock Is his lack of game-breaking speed. ~ 


Chicago's best returning back is Raymont Harris, who led | 


the NFL with only four negative carries on 123 attempts last 
season. Harris also caught 39 passes. 
Grade: 


RECEIVERS Curtis Conway received a major wakeup call 
when New England's Michael Timpson (74 catches in '94) 
was signed. Conway has more explosion than Timpson, 
S4SPORT/AUGUST 
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yet he remains an unpolished receiver, 
Jeff Graham deserved MVP honorsa 
year ago when he led Chicago with 68 
catches, including two game-winners, 
Tight end Chris Gedney has now suf- 
fered a shoulder separation and a bro- 
ken leg in consecutive seasons. There 
is no short game without Gedney and 
the sure-handed Tom Waddle. 
Grade: B+ 


OFFENSIVE LINE Coach Tony Wise 
elevated James Williams and Todd Per- 
ry into the lineup last season and now 
must light a huge fire under Marcus 
Spears, his most physically gifted block- 
er. Spears refused to work like a pro last 
season, and some wonder ifhe was a 
major draft bust. Andy Heck was forced 
to play left tackle despite being a more 
accomplished guard. Troy Auzenne re- 
mains in Wise's doghouse, and Jerry 
Fontenotis a rugged center. Williams 
will make a solid right tackle. Grade: ¢ 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS 
Gone is reliable Trace Armstrong. Ear- 
marked to be the left endis Alonzo 
Spellman, one of the NFL's most physi- 
cally imposing athletes, who needs to 
play half as good as he looks. Chris 
Zorich and Carl Simpson are workman- 
like tackles. Former No. 1 pick John 
| Thierry must become a pass-rushing force. Joe Cain re- 
places Dante Jones at middle linebacker, and Vinson 
Smith, the weak-side linebacker, has 4.6 speed. Grade: C 


| SECONDARY Donnell Woolford deserved to go to the Pro 


Bowl last season because few cornerbacks tackle and cov- 
er as well as he does. Woolford loves to lay a crunch on re- 
ceivers. Ex-Buc Marty Carter is a superb tackler, allowing 


| Mark Carrier to play more of a center field. Carter is a huge 


upgrade over Shaun Gayle. Carrier prefers to make spec- 


| tacular plays rather than sticking his head into a pile. Jere- 
| my Lincoln isn't a reliable cornerback against the run. John 


Mangum is a solid reserve. Grade: 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kevin Butler returns off a solid season, 
and Conway and Graham are solid returners. The Bears 
used their 56th pick on West Virginia punter Todd 
Sauerbrun, who led the nation with a 48.4-yard av- 
erage last season. His kickoff abilities match the 

departed Chris Gardocki: 41 of 52 kickoffs 
.) reached the end zone. But what makes this unit 

great is gambling coach Danny Abramowicz, 
whose trick plays and a high assortment of 
blocked kicks and punts directly contribut- 
ed to five victones. Grade: B 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Wannst- 
edt has more freedom than Mike Ditka 
ever had, Owner Michael McCaskey continues his battle 
with the city of Chicago over a new stadium, looking hard at 
three alternative sites in the suburbs. McCaskey is driven 
by the bottom line, while his coach cares only for victories. 
Grade: 


SPORT RATING: 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 1 


] 2 Harris and Sharpe, players the Packers had 
: two seasons ago. Robert Brooks, who had 15 
; receptions in two playoff games minus 


M7) 2 Sharpe, will help ease the pain. Anthony Mor- 





Green Bay’s offense has lost Sharpe-ness, so Favre may 
find himself improvising to put points on the board. 


1995 OVERVIEW Injuries are part of the game, but no oth- 
er franchise has suffered this club's personnel losses. 
Gone is Sterling Sharpe, maybe the game's greatest cold- 
weather receiver ever, and his tremendous production—18 
touchdowns last year. Thirteen players, the team's depth, 
grabbed the money in free agency and bolted. The Packers 
still will be competitive because of two players: Brett Favre 
and Reggie White. It helps that Green Bay, which finally 
shifts all its home games to Lambeau Field, was 6-0 there 
last season. 






























QUARTERBACK Favre played like a young Terry Brad- 
shaw last season. He was fearless and delivered big in the 
clutch. Always criticized for his decision-making, Favre cut | 
his turnovers in half and raised his quarterback rating from 
72.2 to 90.7. He ranked in the top 10 in every positive pass- 
ing category, finishing with 3,882 yards and 33 touch- 
downs. His mere presence gives the Packers achance in | 
every game. Ty Detmer can come in and be successful, but | 
isn'ta long-range starter. Rookie gay Barker did nothing 

but win at Alabama. Grade: | $ 


RUNNING BACKS Reggie Cobb never fulfilled 
his powerhouse promise and was grabbed by | 
Jacksonville in the expansion draft. Edgar Ben- | 
nett, the team’s leading rusher (178 carries, 623 

yards) and No. 2 receiver (career-high 78 recep- 
tions) last season, again can carry the load. Ben- 
nett loves to run the sweeps. Dorsey Levens, a 
second-year player, looked sharp during the off- | 
season, while LeShon Johnson (knee ligament 
surgery) might not practice until September. Grade: C 


‘| > gan, Terry Mickens and Charles Jordan all 


have great athletic ability, Grade: C 


OFFENSIVE LINE Four new starters in two 
seasons, and make that five if guard Guy 
McIntyre refuses to accept a pay cut. Aaron 
Taylor, the former No. 1 pick, was shifted to 
left guard in minicamps, but looked tentative 
onhis surgically repaired knee. Ken 
Ruettgers, an 11-year veteran, again mans 
left tackle, where he struggles with speed 
rushers, Frank Winters is a solid center. Harry 
Galbreath and Paul Hutchins start on the right 
side. Brian Bollinger, Earl Dotson and Jerry 
Crafts, who has ballooned to 390 pounds, are 
questionable reserves. Grade: B- 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS This 
has been another revolving door. Bryce Paup 
went to Buffalo, and injuries forced lineback- 
ers Johnny Holland and Mark D'Onofrio to re- 
tire prematurely. Thank goodness for Reaqgie 
White, whose character and dedicated play 
holds this group together, White managed 
eight sacks last season despite being dou- 
bie-leamed constantly. The front will be up- 


graded when Gilbert Brown rehabs from knee surgery. 
Sean Jones, one of the game's smartest defensive ends, 
adds speed and savvy. George Koonce is a budding star 
who led the Packers with 104 tackles last season. Wayne 
Simmons has the ability to be as productive as Tony Ben- 
nett used to be. Grade: A 


SECONDARY Doug Evans developed into an excellent 
cover cornerback last season, and defensive coordinator 
Fritz Shurmur hopes Sammy Walker or Lenny McGill can 
duplicate his production. The realization of that hope is es- 
sential considering the depleted numbers. Free safety 
George Teaque's play slipped last season; the coaches at- 
tributed it to his hyperthyroid condition. LeRoy Butler was 
plagued by nagging injuries all season, but still managed 
to finish fourth in tackles. Rickey Dixon looked sharp in 
Apriland could help as a nickel back. Grade: C+ 


SPECIAL TEAMS Placekicker Chris Jacke missed 
= _ Six of 25 field goal attempts and reached the 


end zone only twice on 81 kickoffs. He 
needs work on his strength and confi- 
dence. Rookie Craig Hentrich battled 
the elements well and ranked seventh 
among NFL punters. Robert Brooks 
must pace himself as a punt re- 
turner now that he's the main re- 
ceiver on offense. Grade: E 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT 
General manager Ron Wolf and 


coach Mike Holmgren both have long-term job security, 


and club president Bob Harlan believes in them. Having 


RECEIVERS To replace Sharpe's awesome production 
the past three seasons, including 42 touchdowns and an 


Andre Rison sign with Cleveland was acritical loss, 
though, and could doom a quick recovery this season. 


average of 105 receptions a year, the Packers acquired Mi- | Grade: A 

ami's Mark Ingram and tight end Keith Jackson (who must 

be signed), who combined for 103 catches and 13 touch- | SPORT RATING:& 

downs last season. Yetno one can compare them to Jackie | 1995 PREDICTED RECORD:$-7 


UST [995 35 . 
= 


sed AVE NSIad 


Stet taaiaae 


eee ee ee | 


Ste teeeteeee es 


| 


ss so 


<=, 


q 
—_ - 
yoy 
| | 
i a ' 
— 


— 
1 
—_ 








~ 
ee == 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


Sse titsiatiuna 


Sttittiee thee & & 


Sheet aee eee eens st 


i. 2 


1995 OVERVIEW A lothinges on the devel- ~— ~~, nie Marts is a solid tackler, but he's slow to re- 
opment of quarterback Trent Dilfer, who y ) b.. actattimes. Draft choice Derrick Brooks 
was given a reprieve by new owner Mal- <n) Weak-side linebacker. Grade: C+ 

colm Glazer, anda gambling Wyche ae 

has cast his lot with Dilfer, trading pro- 
ductive Craig Erickson to Indianapolis. 
Rusty Tillmanis an improvement over 
Floyd Peters as defensive coordinator, \" 












SECONDARY What this group lacks is 
a dominant defensive back, a per- 


e=\\ See son who can shut down the oppo- 
» | 1) | nent’s best weapon. Charles Dim- 
| Me a, ' ry has improved from the days 


and the Bucs will use a 4-3 scheme. 





| when he was toast for most re- 
~ ceivers. Martin Mayhew is a solid 
zone cornerback who forces the run well. Thomas 
Everett simply didn’t make enough plays last season 
for a free safety. John Lynch replaces the departed 
Marty Carter, the best secondary performer in '94. 
Grade: D 





QUARTERBACK When he played, Dilfer 
looked lost last season. His size and strong arm were | 
never a factor because of all the poor decisions he 
made. In his 135 snaps, he was sacked eight times, 
completed 46 percent of his passes and was intercept- 
ed six times. Dilfer and Wyche worked daily, February | 
through May, watching film and then working on funda- 
mentals on the field. How Dilfer translates his talents to 
the field, then reacts under pressure, will decide this 
season. Grade: C- 


SPECIAL TEAMS Punter Reggie Roby received his 
million-dollar contract because he drilled 24 punts over 
50 yards last season. Michael Husted has gone two 
| seasons without missing an extra point, but he missed 
11 field goals, high in the NFL. Clarence Verdin is an 
improvement over departed kick returner Vernon 
Turner. Grade: - 


RUNNING BACKS Errict Rhett was the NFC rookie of 
the year last season when he rushed for 1,011 yards 
and seven touchdowns. Rhett was caught dipping 
wide too much, something he should negate with more 
playing time. He should be a durable pro and figures to 
own most fourth quarters. Anthony McDowell can 
catch and is a fine lead blocker for Rhett. Grade: 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT After 12 consecutive 
seasons of 10 losses or more, Malcolm Glazer bought 
the team for $192 million. Wow! He's promised to keep 
the club in Tampa through the '96 season. The Jimmy 
Johnson rumors have subsided, but no one really 
knows how Glazer will respond if Wyche doesn't win. 
Grade: B- 


RECEIVERS Alvin Harper received $10.6 million after 
catching 33 passes last season. Granted, Harperisa 
game-breaker (almost 25 yards acatch and eight 
touchdowns), but there are differing thoughts about 
whether he can dominate a game by himself. Wyche 
believes that Harper's speed will simply make 
Lawrence Dawsey, Courtney Hawkins and Charles 
Wilson all the more dangerous, He could be right, but 
none of themis a go-to receiver. Dawsey can make the 
spectacular catch in traffic, while Hawkins is Sure- 
handed. All eyes, though, will be on tight end Jackie 
Harris, 27, who played in only nine games last season. 
Harris can stretch a defense, but he hasn't played a full 
season since 1992. Grade: B+ 


SPORT RATING: B- 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 6-€ 
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OFFENSIVE LINE Charles McRae, aformer No. 1 
draft choice, ended his disappointing ways when he 
found a home at left guard. McRae had plenty of help 
around him, Tackle Paul Gruber had another solid 
season, and center Tony Mayberry continued to domi- 
nate. Gruber is fundamentally sound on his pass 
drops. The surprise was how Scott Dillseemed to find | 
himself after years of struggling at right tackle. Dill dis- 
played good balance and tenacity and in some games 
played better than Gruber. lan Beckles is the third-best 
lineman on the team and the guy to whom most Rhett 
runs are directed. Grade: | 


ALLEN KEE EOR ROSA 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS The 4-2-5 
scheme was a bust, and when middle linebacker 
Hardy Nickerson missed three games, the Bucs lost 
two of them. Based on the percentage of plays, the 
Bucs finished last in generating sacks and intercep- 
tions. They allowed 4.2 yards per rush and ranked 25th 
defending third downs. Nickerson, one of the game's 
most versatile linebackers, still led with 122 tackles. a *5 ey 
No. 1 pick Warren Sapp should be a force inside, cre- | 7, Wn ; sent a | 

ating more opportunities for Eric Curry and Mark Tampa Bay forecast: still on shaky ground, 
Wheeler, who each had three sacks last season. Lon- | With a chance at .500 if Everett & Co. improve. 
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Never leave sweat on gym equipment. 
(And if you do, don't say we didn't warn you.) 





If you want to light a cigarette 
ata party clear it with the host. 
If somebody's cigarette is bothering you, 
ask them nicely to blow their smoke 
in another direction. 


A COMMON SENSE GUIDE 


Responding to the challenges of life in 
the 90's is no easy thing. What with long 
lines for the ATM, sweaty equipment in the 
gym, and the intricate social requirements 
of the carpool, it's no wonder tempers 
sometimes get a little frayed. That's why “A 
Survival Guide For The 90's’ can be so 


much help. It suggests, with charm and 


humor, solutions to many of the problems 
that make our daily lives a daily grind. 

The book ts yours free. All you have to 
do is call |-800-366-8441.And we'll send it 
to you at no charge. 

We're R.|.Reynolds Tobacco Company 
and you might be wondering why we are 


doing this. We believe that common sense 


AIP by. 





When you're using the ATM, 
always observe the two minute rile. 








a running commentary on the film. 
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Never devide when buving pees, 
carrots, broccoli, lettuce and mushrooms 
that since they're all vegetables they 
only count as one itent. 


Never come to the conclusion that since you like movies 
you're actually a film critic and simply must provide 


TO LIFE IN THE NINETIES. 


is a better solution to many of the issues of 
our time than more Government interven- 
tion in our lives. This book provides solutions 
to some of life's dilemmas. It suggests that 
a little old-fashioned common sense can 
work wonders. 

This opinion is brought to you in the 


interest of an informed debate by RJ. 


Reynolds [obacco Company. We believe 
that most smoking issues can be resolved 
through dialogue, and that discussion will 
help solve the issues without further 
Government intervention. For more 
information, please call |-800-366-844 |. 


‘TOGETHER, WE CAN WORK IT OUT 
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1995 OVERVIEW The offense, as long as Warren 
Moon stays in one piece, will generate excitement. The 
defense must locate a killer instinct if the Vikings are to 
be a playoff club. Dennis Green is a fine coach—18-6 
vs. Central Division opponents in three years—but he 
hasn't won a playoff game yet and last year lost at 
home to the lowly Bears. 
















QUARTERBACK Moon, who'll be 
39 in November, can’t average 40 
attempts a game again this sea- / 
son. Moon had six 300-yard pass- | 
ing games last season and has a 
reasonable chance to pass John- 
ny Unitas and Joe Montana for ca- 
reer passing yards this season. 
Oddly, Moon also has committed to 
a TV job when he isn't throwing touch- “= 
down passes. He’s sticking around for one 
final shot at a Super Bowl, but the bottom line is his 3-7 
playoff record. Grade: C+ 


RUNNING BACKS Despite becoming the first back to 
rush for more than 1,000 yards on two reconstructed 
knees, Terry Allen has been waived; combined, Robert | 
Smith and Scottie Graham finished 718 yards behind 
him last season. Moon was forced to throw because the 
Vikings ranked 20th in NFL rushing. Smith, who had | 
knee surgery two years ago, figures to be the first-down 
back, while Amp Lee returns for third-down duty. Lee 
could improve on his 45 receptions of a year ago. 
Grade: C 


RECEIVERS Cris Carter continues to be Bud- 
dy Ryan's biggest mistake. Since the Vikings , 
claimed him on waivers in 1990, Carterhas § 
4,383 receiving yards in 76 games. He (im 
caught an NFL-record 122 passes last sea- 
son, buthe should have more help this | 
year. Jake Reed finally stayed healthy and 
caught 85 passes, while Qadry Ismail added “ 
45. Tight end Andrew Jordan has soft hands * 
and should push disappointing Adrian 
Cooper out. Minnesota also must 
find a way to get David Palmer the | 
ball. Grade: A- 


OFFENSIVE LINE No. 1 pick 4 
Korey Stringer should rival 
last year’s rookie Todd 
Steussie at left tackle. The 

rest ofthe lineis set, with | 
left 


While searching 
for a final title 
shot, Moonhas 
the chance to 
make pass 
history. 
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| guard Randall McDaniel, right guard Chris Hinton (in 
his 13th season) and right tackle Rick Cunningham. 
Jeff Christy got mauled at center last year, but there are 


no other options. Steussie can’t play center and neither 


can Stringer. McDaniel is one of the NFL's fastest, 


quickest and most explosive quards. Grade: B 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS The Vikings 
= couldn't figure out how to replace Chris Dole- 
man's sack production last season and now are 


= Esera Tuaolo and Roy Barker. They need Fer- 
nando Smith, who has outside pass-rush skills, to 
become another Doleman. John Randle 
was very close to the departed Henry 
Thomas, so there's no telling how that will 
affect Randle’s production. He had 13% 
sacks last season. Middle linebacker Jack 
Del Rio has led the team in tackles for 
three straight seasons and was the biggest reason Min- 
nesota has the NFL's best rushing defense. Ed Mc- 
Daniel has tremendous range, but Broderick Thomas 
has a tendency to quit playing when the season is on 
the line. Grade: C 


SECONDARY There will be wholesale changes this 
season because Anthony Parker and Todd Scott signed 
elsewhere. The Vikings led the NFL with seven defen- 
sive touchdowns last season and Parker had three of 
them. But so did right cornerback Dewayne Washington, 


who still must improve on coverage. Donald Frank, Malik 


Boyd and Corey Fuller will battle at left cornerback. New 
England's Harlon Barnett should replace Scott at 
strong safety, while rookie Orlando Thomas 
. . might supplant Vencie Glenn at free safety. 
Charles Mincy gives defensive coordinator 
am | ony Dungy some flexibility. Grade: C+ 
= SPECIAL TEAMS Fuad Reveiz was 33 of 
36 inside the 50-yard line last season, easi- 
ly the best kicker inthe NFL. He 
=m scored 132 points. His lone 
§: ~=negative was kickoff dis- 
tance. Mike Saxon finished 
second in the NFC in punt- 
ing, and both Palmer and 
Ismail should add more 
.. flash toreturns this season. 
Grade: A- 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT 
Dennis Green has won the di- 
vision two out of three years. 
He's been criticized by some 
as being a 9-to-5 coach and 
last season was also the target 
of sexual harassment 
charges. There is a general 









a uneasiness between the 
‘ coaching staff and front office 
~ atthe moment. Dungy, how- 
\. ever, is one of the game's 
—_ finest defensive coordina- 
’ tors. Grade: B 
— 


SPORT RATING: C 
1995 PREDICTED 
| RECORD: 7-8 


1995 OVERVIEW Had Dallas not spotted unit will be understaffed. Ron Stone or rookie Shane 










San Francisco 21 points in the first eight 4 | NS Hannah will have to start at right guard until 
minutes of the NFC title game, the Cow- 4 | , ~ Williams returns to right tackle. When that hap- 
boys might have three-peated. They re- / i \e <a Wea pens, Larry Allen will slide to guard, and the 


» Cowboys will be awesome. Coach Hudson 
f ‘Houck believes Allen could develop into a better 


pu ik =e, Player than Williams. Ray Donaldson (37) 
a 


jfepiaces center Mark Stepnoski. The left 


another title showdown is expected next | 
January. The Deion Sanders ieee 
stakes could dictate which team ad- \ 
vances to Phoenix and Super Bowl XXX. | 
Dallas owner Jerry Jones has said he'll pur- \ 
sue Deion because every football fanin. 


Texas knows Steve Young victimized poor fires 
Brown. | | DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Eventually, some of 


the youngsters have to step up because Charles Haley and 
QUARTERBACK Troy Aikman still wishes Jimmy John- | Tony Tolbert need a rest; also, this is Haley's final season. 


main the NFC's second-best team, and g - . oi 


| side! is intact with Nate Newton and Mark 
Tuinei, They surrendered only 20 sacks 
last season. Grade: B+ 








son were his coach, and his many concussions—he Haley had 12/4 sacks last season and seemed to mellowoff : 
missed two games last season—have fed rumors thathe | the field. Chad Hennings will push Russell Maryland this : 
could retire prematurely. Aikman will turn 29 this season | Season atleft tackle. Leon Lett must take his game to anoth- : 
and remains the equal of Young. He'd be awesome inthe | érlevel. Middle linebacker Robert Jones was the leading : 


49ers’ offense too. The only thing that bothers himis a wet | tackler, but tired at the end of the season. Darrin Smith is 
ball. He's physically and mentally tough. In his last 38 | the NFL's best weak-side linebacker. Shante Carver, Jerry 
starts, he's been intercepted in only 15 games. Wade Wil- | Jones first draft choice, has been a bust thus far. 
son replaces Rodney Peete as Aikman's backup. | Grade: B+ 
Grade: A+ 

SECONDARY Dave Campo, the Jast assistant who un- 
RUNNING BACKS Emmitt Smith earns quarterback mon- | derstands Jimmy Johnson's defensive scheme, is now the 
ey and deservedly so. He produced 101 first . coordinator after coaching the secondary. Campo would 
downs last season, a big reason why Dal- . love to have Sanders, while realizing he probably will 
las had the NFL's best red-zone offense. have to live with Larry Brown at right cornerback. 
The Cowboys produced points 90.2 Brown receives so much attention because Kevin 
percent of the time inside the 20-yard » Smith shuts down the left side. Brock Marion, a 
line. On 61 visits, they scored 55 times, 4, | great special-teams player, will assume James 
Smith producing a league-high 21 x Washington's free-safety spot. Washington is 
touchdowns. He's blessed with super ~. = the third critical secondary loss Dallas has 
peripheral vision and is difficult to arm . A ZI are suffered since its first Super Bowl. 
tackle. Daryl Johnston b>) Grade: ® 
makes Smiththemain —-«——< SS = Yu sa. 
man. From his fullback /(% a ep “m. SPECIAL TEAMS Rookie Chris 
position, Johnston fa vr IN a = CaN | Boniol proved he belonged by 

) ‘N % 

















clears opposing nailing his first nine field goals 
linebackers and 
safeties from Smith's 
path, Alabama rookie 
Sherman Williams will 
be Smith's backup. 
Grade: A+ 




















a 
coaches believe Sher- 
man Williams could han- 


ji *- die the duties should KevinWilliams become 
= a full-time starter. Grade: B 


RECEIVERS What's * 
perplexing about losing 
Alvin Harper is thatthe | 
predictable replacement, —/ 3 © | | glee ea 

Kevin Williams, performs (ieee 2 Tl ~~~ ~+COACHING/MANAGEMENT There isn't an 
better as the slot receiver a ae wef SC «WNFL coach having more fun than Barry 
than flanked wide. This is why Corey = ~=Switzer. He might have bumped an official in 
Fleming, ironically a former 49ers draft the NFC title game, but most Dallas fans 
choice, may start, leaving Williams as “ e& thought Switzer was right—the ref 
the nickel receiver and for return duties. screwed up, No owner understands mar- 
Michael Irvin will attract more attention, 
something he thrives on. No one saat “Ay 
defensive backs better than Irvin, who has 
averaged 1,373 receiving yards overthe ™ 

past four seasons. Tight end Jay Novacek 

is slowing down, but his presence is critical 

to the offense and Aikman’s well-being. 
Grade: A 







Jerry Jones. Grade: B 


SPORT RATING: A 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 11-6 


OFFENSIVE LINE The right knee injury to 
Pro Bowl tackle Erik Williams might keep him 
sidelined until October, and until he returns, this 


behind the Niners. Now it’s up to 
Aikman to strike back. 


America’s Team dropped back . 
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last season, while John Jett - 

placed 26 punts inside } 
the opponent's 20-yard : 
line. Kevin Williams : 
) hadtworeturns for : 
' TDs lastseason. But : 
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keting and making money better than : 
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: downs last season, numbers that will surely increase. 
: Thomas Lewis should make a big impact as the third receiver. 
: Grade: | 


- OFFENSIVE LINE This group slipped badly last season, al- 


> Oates. Left tackle Jumbo Elliott, bad back and all, remains the 


af & & @ 


ee 
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: whose sack total declined in’94, will move in- 
: side, as the Giants unleash ex-Viking Robert 
: Harris and Mike Strahan at ends. Corey Miller 


* 42interceptions in his first nine starts were returned for touch- 
: downs, including a heartbreaker in New Orleans. But after the 
‘ Giants’ great fall, Brown returned strong, understanding his 


* season, third highest in the NFL, but averaged only 3.34 yards 


* run—91 yards—from scrimmage in the NFL last season. 


1995 OVERVIEW How much did Dave Brown learn last sea- | 
son, and has he assimilated totally into the progame? Willthe = 
offensive line block up to expectations? If the answers are 
positive, the Giants are a playoff team because the Eastis so 
weak. Brown has the confidence and bravado to lift his game, 
but results speak louder than words. 


QUARTERBACK Brown understands pressure, accepts it 
and believes he can overcome it. He must overcome the cost- 
ly mistakes that led to his benching last season. Three of his 


limitations in their season-ending five consecutive victories, 
Brown has exorcised the ghost of Phil Simms. Grade: 


RUNNING BACK Rodney Hampton, who has four consecu- 
tive 1,000-yard seasons, something no Giant had ever at- 
tained, was a problem child during the spring and enters the fi- 
nal year of acontract lacking some speed. This is why Tyrone 
Wheatley was the first draft choice. Wheatley is a productive 
insurance blanket. The Giants rushed the ball 525 times last 


per attempt, the 25th best. With Dave Meggett gone, ex-Eagle 
Herschel Walker will rotate at H-back with Aaron Pierce. 
Walker claims he’s faster than ever. He did have the longest 


Grade: 


RECEIVERS Mike Sherrard complained about being over- 
looked last season, and that won't happen again. Sherrard 
has proven to be reachable deep, and both he and Chris Cal- 
loway run exact patterns. The pair combined for 96 catches 
and 1,491 yards last season. What makes the offense work, 
though, are the tight ends—Howard Cross and Aaron Pierce. 
They combined for 51 catches, 578 yards and eight touch- 





Though he owns a Giants-record fourstraight 
1,000-yard seasons, Hampton has lost speed. 


lowing 46 sacks and never sustaining a solid push on running 
plays. The front office underestimated the value of center Bart | shies away from tackling. Jesse Campbell has found a home 
in New Jersey after years of being a benchwarmer. Jason Se- 
horn has the tools, yet needs to adjust to the progame. 


Grade: C 


line’s most consistent performer. Right guard Lance Smith 
and center Brian Williams are big men who must get nasty. 
William Roberts can dominate if he wants to. Tackle Doug 
Riesenberg simply wasn't an overachiever last season. 
Grade: 


q 
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SPECIAL TEAMS Brad Daluiso replaced David Treadwell 
as the placekicker and merely nailed all 11 of his field 
m goals lastseason, With his booming rightleg, 
S,. Daluiso led all NFL kickers by placing 19 of his 
th p 65 kickoffs in the end ZORG IG TOUCRRGEKS, Mike 














DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Another 
facelift this season. Last year it was trying to 
replace Lawrence Taylor; this year the plan 
is moving Michael Brooks, their best tack- 
ler, to middle linebacker. Brooks figures to 
have another ex-Bronco on one side, 
linebacker Mike Croel. Keith Hamilton, 


‘« punts reid the opponent's 20-yard ine. Replac- 
ing Meggett inthe return game will be 
tough, but Arthur Marshall, Thomas Lewis 


| \ | and Walker will take a shot. Grade: 


ie 


= Reeves ranks among the game's finest 


* must record bigger numbers. Chris Maumalanga and Stacey coaches: only a handful would have produced nine wins with 


Dillard are above-average reserves. Grade: | the talent and turmoil he coped with last season. Reeves and 
general manager George Young don't necessarily agree on 


- SECONDARY Adraft-day trade for Minnesota's Vencie | every personne! matter, but neither did Young and Bill Par- 


tei cttneeae 


Glenn canceled the idea of starting ex-Bear Mo Douglass at | cells, and those two won Super Bow!s. Emie Accorsi is primed 
strong safety. Glenn's play slipped, buthe’s smart, despite | toreplace Young. Grade: A 

vanishing speed. Douglass is a head-knocking nickel back. 

Right cornerback Thomas Randolph fits the star mold after | SPORT RATING: B+ 

learning on the job as a rookie. Phillippi Sparks can cover but | 1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 10-6 
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1995 OVERVIEW The Redskins are coming off their 
worst season in 31 years, but the future looks better. 
The whole division is going through a transformation, 
and head coach Norv Turner is one who should be 
able to take advantage of the attitude change. The de- 
fense has been rebuilt through free agency, and 
Heath Shuler appears ready, The season opener 
against Arizona should tell what direction 

this franchise is headed. a 


QUARTERBACK Shuler 
looked worse than either John 
Friesz or fellow rookie Gus 

Frerotte at times last season. 

Shuler finished 1-7 as the 
starter, but he worked hard in 
the off-season—his 13-day 
holdout ruined him last year— 
and simply mustimprove ona 
woeful 45 percent completion 


rate. Combined, the quarterbacks were intercepted 27 


times, a major reason Washington was a pathetic -17 
onthe turnovertable. Shulerhas the arm andis 
supremely confident in his abilities. Frerotte has a 
stronger arm, but he hasn't received the coaching at- 
tention Shuler has. Grade: C+ 


RUNNING BACKS A pulled hamstring, costing Rea- 
gie Brooks most of training camp, was the ruination of 
this offense last season. Brooks, who averaged 4.8 
yards a carry in'93, will be the main man again. He fell 
750 yards below his ‘93 output last season. Brooks has 
the leg power of Emmitt Smith; he simply needs to stay 
healthy. Ex-49er Marc Logan fits Turner's offense be- 
cause he can block and catch. Ditto for rookie fullback 


Larry Jones, who was also a tough runner at Miami. 4 


Brian Mitchell is a decent backup. Grade: B- 


RECEIVERS Henry Ellard, 34, proved that there} 

is life after 30. Ridiculed by the Rams, Ellard had 3% 
two of the top six receiving games inthe NFL Ff | 
last season and led the league 
with 30 receptions of 20 4 
yards or longer. With Turn- , ‘oe 
erand Shuler thinking ;@m 
deep, Ellardshouldgo “ 
over 1,300 yards again 4/ 
this season. No. 1 pick d 
Michael Westbrook 
provides another big- 
play target, while Tydus , 
Winans also aver- 
aged 18 yardsper , 
catch lastseason. #& 
Winans should fs: 
double his produc- i 
tion. James Jenk-Be 
ins isnoimprove- ¥ « 
mentoverEthan # 
Horton at tight end. 
Grade: A: 


—_ 





OFFENSIVE LINE 
Ed Simmons and 
Jim Lachey are 
coming off good 
seasons. Lachey 
will remain at left 
tackle, while 


= 
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Simmons slides out to right tackle as Tre Johnson is 
shifted to right guard. The Redskins now say John- 
son's arms are long enough to play tackle. John 
Gesek is a smart, if not physical, center. The advan- 
tage with Gesek is that he can also play either guard 


SPP PPR 


position, leaving room for Wisconsin rookie Corey : 


Raymer, a super center prospect. Two aging starters 
moved elsewhere, leaving Ray Brown to assume 
Mark Schlereth’s spot. Grade: E 


, DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Ron Lynn's 
=) defense allowed an NFL-high 412 points last sea- 
| son and blew numerous fourth-quarter leads. The 
‘Skins still have two undersized ends in Tony 

Woods (260 pounds) and Sterling Palmer 
(256), but they have rebuilt the support staff. 
al Rod Stephens has great range at middle 
A | linebacker, and Marvcus Patton can stick 


~ Stephens are sure tacklers. Patton and Ken 


Harvey (13% sacks) will blitz anybody. It's essential : 


that Tim Johnson and Bobby Wilson are available fora 
full season, something the two have never accom- 
plished. Overall, the speed has been increased. 
Grade: B+ 


SECONDARY Tom Carter and Darrell Green both : 


were disillusioned with Lynn last season. But with the 
arrival of safeties James Washington and Stanley 
Richard, the two cornerbacks simply have to stuff their 
man and allow the safeties to make their plays. Wash- 


ington (Dallas) and Richard (San Diego) are used to : 
playing in Super Bowls. Both anticipate well and are ; 


productive gamblers. Grade: A- 


SPECIAL TEAMS No one loved the new :; 


» kicking rules more than Brian Mitchell, 
who rolled up 1,930 yards on punt and 


» kick returns. He had 41 returns that : 
covered 20 yards or more. The Red- : 
skins don't have an experienced ; 
I punter, and Chip Lohmiller is frustrat- ; 
ed with management's low-ball of- ; 
fers. But he’s now missed seven field : 
> i goals ofless than 40 yards over ; 
a the pasttwo seasons. ; 
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=m Grade:C 


# MENT Forsome reason, 
has been supportive of 


Turner despite the losses. 
Turner will get the Redskins 
| winning again because he's not 
afraid to gamble. Grade: B+ 


| SPORT RATING: 
1995 PREDICTED 
RECORD: 9-7 


Fd 


» Aging Ellard had an 
unexpectedly big year for the 
‘Skins, leading the league in 
receptions of 20-plus yards. 
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with any tight end. Both Pattonand | 


owner Jack Kent Cooke : 


Charley Casserly and Norv | 
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S| © going over the top. Williams’ touchdown production 
= dropped from 10 to three last season, mainly due to Cun- 
= ningham’s misfires, With the new running backs, Barnett 
© and Williams should find more open spaces. Jeff Sydner 
” is the lone quality reserve following the trade of valuable 
» Victor Bailey. Tight end Reggie Johnson won't remind 


= anyone of Mark Bavaro. Grade: B+ 





OFFENSIVE LINE The possibility exists for a major 

| facelift because Rhodes is down on several veterans. Ex- 
Redskin Raleigh McKenzie, who can also play guard, will 
be shifted to center Dave Alexander's spot. Rhodes feels 
Alexander is too soft. Nor will Rhodes tolerate the mis- 
takes of left tackle Bernard Williams, who displayed great 
promise with his coordinated 6-8, 330-pound frame last 
season. But the big rookie also led the NFL with 10 hold- 
ing penalties. Joe Sims, who started for Green Bay, could 
move ahead of Antone Davis at right tackle. Lester 
Holmes and Joe Panos, whocanrun, willopen atthe 
guards. Those two are theteam’'s best blockers. 
Grade: C 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Rhodes will be 
hard-pressed to match ex-coordinator Bud Carson's 
scheming last year, which resulted in 54 three-downs- 
| and-out stops on 195 opponent possessions, tops in the 
NEL. The key will be whether middle linebacker Byron 
Evans, whose bone broke vertically below his knee, re- 
: covers by September and then decides to re-sign. Ex- 
| " SERa ET ae Redskin Kurt Gouveia will man the spot initially. William 
Trade talks and injuries have encumbered Fuller and Andy Harmon, who combined for 19 sacks, are 
Cunningham, and the Eagle’s clock is ticking. | demons on the left side, while heralded rookie Mike Ma- 
mula, only 245 pounds, will shoot from the right side; his 
size, not his heart, has been questioned. Rhodes didn't 
1995 OVERVIEW Ray Rhodes has vowed that the Ea- | like Bill Romanowski in San Francisco, so that could be a 
gles won't be a .500 club and eventually will winthe Super | problem. Rhett Hall might be overmatched too. 
Bowl. Well, not this year. The Eagles have too many | Grade: C+ 
holes on defense, where Rhodes shines, and they still 
must rehabilitate quarterback Randall Cunningham, SECONDARY With Eric Allen gone, the Eagles must 
start Notre Dame rookie Bobby Taylor at right corner- 
QUARTERBACK Owner Jeff Lurie wanted to trade | back. Taylor, 6-2, 208, looks the part and has outstanding 
Cunningham, but Rhodes figured there wasn't an | range. Mark McMillian loves to press receivers, give a 
available quarterback worth getting. Without question, | cushion and then attack. But quarterbacks fire over his 
Cunningham felt mistreated last season, and his per- | 5-7 frame. Greg Jackson and Michael Zordich combined 
formances showed it. He had five games with intercep- | for 10 interceptions last season at safety, and they'll have 
tions and no touchdown passes. Cunningham, 32, | to better that performance this year. There is no depth. 
must improve because the San Francisco-style of- | Grade:C 
fense the Eagles will employ demands it. Rodney 
Peete is another good athlete who can fire the long | SPECIAL TEAMS A total gamble with two rookie pun- 
ball. Grade: C+ | ters. Tennessee's Tom Hutton, who averaged 40.3 yards 
| last season, is the leader. Eddie Murray was a reliable 21 
. of 25 on field goals. Vaughn Hebron and Sydner are 
average returners, while the coverage teams 
need a major overhaul. Grade: D 













RUNNING BACKS Although Herschel Walker 
was the heart and soul of this team last sea- 
son, the backfield is better without him. 
Ricky Watters turns his runs wide too of- 
ten, but he's been awfully productive. 

The ex-49er touched the ball 305 times be respected by his players, and he receives 
from scrimmage last season, averaging | high marks as a teacher and for game 
5.23 yards. He’s more dangerous as a re- i—\ — preparation. Emmitt Thomas should 
ceiver. Fullback Kevin Turner, formerly of ' i ‘\\ \\}\ beabig help ondefense, while Jon 
New England, can block and also catch. ' | Gruden, 32, never played in the pros 
Only 26, Turner is on the verge of beinga and has never been an offensive co- 


star. Thisis the bestall-around backfieldin ~~ ——_ ; e——— ordinator. There has been major 

the East, considering Vaughn Hebron and Charlie turnover inside the front office, but 

Gamer, two explosive types, are on the bench. Grade: B- | there's no question Lurie and Rhodes are in total control. 
Grade: B- 


RECEIVERS Fred Barnett roared back from a torn ACL 
to catch 78 passes for 1,127 yards lastseason. He and | SPORT RATING: C- 
Calvin Williams can both catch the deep slants andlove | 1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 6-10 


cpm BPTrTyrATTTr1e Tr taoe 
44 ©SPORT/AUGUST ee 








On Track 
with the 


Winners! 


Over the years as crew chief I’ve 
worked for track winners — Waltrip, Petty 
and Wallace. When you work for these 
guys, you learn that keeping a car on the 
road means preventing problems before 
they start. 

Engine Restorer and Radiator Restorer 
weren't made for use in professional race 
cars, but they were specifically designed 
for cars and trucks with 40,000 or more 
miles. 

If your older car or truck has lost 
compression and burns oil, try Engine 
Restorer & Lubricant to restore engine 
ele) (=) eye. @ CoM al-r-lmelglel litem a Ce 


To stop radiator leaks and prevent rust 








and the corrosion that cause radiator 


failure, try Radiator Restorer Sealer/ 
Conditioner. 

Keep the family vehicle on the right 
track with the winning combination of 
Engine Restorer and Radiator Restorer. 


r— 








BUDDY PARROTT 


NASGAR Crew Chief 
Most Wins 1993-1994 
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1995 OVERVIEW The Cardinals would be better off | 


with Buddy Ryan being an offensive genius rather thana 
defensive one. Any solid coordinator could oversee Ari- 
zona’s defensive personnel. Now Ryan has entrusted 
his offense to veteran Dave Krieg, who'll turn 37 in Octo- 
ber. He's playing quarterback roulette with a team brim- 
ming with exceptional talent worthy of playoff considera- 
tion. 


QUARTERBACK Kriegdidput | 
Detroit in the playoffs, andhad 4 
he qualified, his 101.7 quarter- 

back ranking would have / 
been second only to Steve 
Young's. However, his throws 
don't have the zipthey once | 
did, and his best statistical \ 
games were in the controlled en- ‘ 
vironment of Pontiac Stadium, 
where he completed 66 percent of " 
his throws and had eight touchdowns to no ntardens 
tions. Beyond 10 yards, Krieg's completion average 





was 48.3 percent; under 10 yards it was 72.5 percent. | 


Huge difference. Jay Schroeder's arm is more power- 
ful, but he’s less accurate. Stoney Case of New Mexi- 
co State was a reach in the third round. But Case 
does possess all the tough-guy intangibles Ryan 
adores. Grade: C 


RUNNING BACK Ryan swapped his best running 


back, Ron Moore, for Jets receiver Rob Moore. That’s | 


not a bad deal except that Ryan really doesn’t have 
much confidence in Garrison Hearst, who showed a 
great burst in December. Hearstis the best runner, but 
it's unlikely that Ryan will baby him. Larry Centers 
makes the offense go with his pass receptions 

(77 last year), although he's only a fair inside 

runner. Grade:C 


RECEIVERS Ryan disliked every 
one of his receivers last season, 
so Randal Hill, Gary Clark and 
Ricky Proehl have found em- 
ployment elsewhere. Rob 
Moore led the Jets with 78 
catches for 1,010 yards and six 
touchdowns. Moore loves to 
go deep, which isn't Krieq's 
strong suit. Chuck Levy 
and Byran Reeves will 
contest the other spot 
with rookie Frank 
Sanders, whowasa / 
clutch player for ( . 
Auburn. Sandersisa “™ > se 
greatall-around athlete.  ““iiims 
Reeves displayed fine hands . 
last December. Tight end Chad Fann is no receiv- 
ing threat. Grade: B- >. 
OFFENSIVE LINE The Cardinals’ best , } : 
prospect, Anthony Redmon, doesn’t have a def- | 
inite spot unless left guard Ernest Dye is 
benched. Ex-Steeler Duval Love will start 

at right guard, with Ed Cunningham 
starting because of default at center. 

Joe Wolf is better at right tackle than { 
guard. Wolflocks onto rushers well , 
and sustains his blocks. Ben Cole- ‘ 
46 SPORT 
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man returns to left tackle for training camp to see if he 
can improve. There are too many 300-pounders who 
don't move well. Grade: C 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Clyde Simmons 
and Seth Joyner are the names, but Eric Swann and 
Michael Bankston are the players. Swann continues his 
rapid improvement; he and Bankston combined for 14 


~.| sacks. Simmons, who is slowing down, had six last sea- 
, _ son. Eric Hillassumed a leadership role at middle 
(ee, linebacker and should be a Pro Bowler this year. A 
= holdout killed Jamir Miller's season, but he has too 













~/ much talent to sit behind Wilber Marshall. Bernard 

Wilson is simply a stop-gap move at right tackle. 
Miller and Joyner will raise havoc on opposing 
*) quarterbacks, with Swann smashing the 
| pocket. Grade: A- 





A | \ | 
Ai 
| SECONDARY Aeneas Williams, the best 
read-and-react cornerback in the NFC, had 
nine interceptions last season and the Pro Bowler is only 
27. Williams may even be tested more this year because 
ex-Seahawk Patrick Hunter is a major upgrade over 
James Williams at right cornerback. Lorenzo Lynch, a 
fearsome tackler, will return to strong safety after being 
forced to play some cornerback. Terry Hoage isn’t the 


jp — 


| fastest free safety, but he ranks among the smartest. 


Grade: B+ 


SPECIAL TEAMS Jeff Feagles and Greg Davis both 
ranked among the top third of NFL punters/kickers last 
season. A fine directional punter, Feagles has nailed 
64 coffin kicks inside the 20-yard line the last two sea- 
sons. Davis hasn't missed an extra-point since 1989 
and only missed three field goals inside the 50-yard 
line last year. Chuck Levy and Patrick Robinson 
rarely found many running lanes on kick returns. 
Grade: B- 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Ryanstill 
hasn't won a playoff game, and 
it's unlikely he will this year be- 
cause of his offense. He has 
hired former Eagles person- 
*’ nelman Joe Wooley, who 
worked well withhimin 
Philadelphia. Thereisn'ta 
stranger, more unpre- 
dictable ownerin 
professional sports 
than Bill Bidwill. 
Grade: B- 

SPORT 

RATING: C- 

1995 PREDICTED 
' RECORD: 5-11 


Looking fora way 
into the Cards’ 
game plan, Hearst 
‘may get his shot 
because ofa 
dearth of runners 
in the desert. 
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; Evans probably will return fora 16th season. 


1995 OVERVIEW There is this impression that new head 
coach Mike White, because he's a buddy of Bill Walsh, will 


have more freedom within the Raiders than any of his prede-- 


cessors, particularly Art Shell and Mike Shanahan. If this 
proves true, the Raiders will make the playoffs. This was the 
most talented team that stayed home last January. White's 
elevation should drastically improve the offense, which was 
pathetic from play-calling to execution. 


QUARTERBACK Jeff Hostetler constantly clashed with | 


Shell and Tom Walsh, the departed ones. New coordinator 
Jim Fassel worked with Hoss in New York, which should be a_ 
communication benefit. Hostetler's throwing arm was never 
100 percent last season—if it wasn't his elbow, it was the 
thumb or shoulder—and many of his attempts lacked veloci- 
ty. Still, Hostetler managed 42 completions of 20 yards or 
longer and had another 224 passing yards (an NFL high) 
negated because of penalties. Backup Vince 


~ a 
= 


Grade: B+ 


RUNNING BACKS Noteammade more / 
alterations in the backfield than the [ 
Raiders. Harvey Williams was so desper- | 
ate to prove he's great thathe signed for \_ 
$500,000 after falling 17 yards shy of 1,000 \_ 
despite being the backup for seven games. \ 
Derrick Fenner will replace Tom Rathman as Wa © 
the fullback, while Tyronne Montgomery and =e 
Calvin Jones figure to lose playing time to No. 1 pick 
Napoleon Kaufman. Kaufman has more speed than 
Williams, who did learn to be more of anorth-south runner 
lastseason and shed his gutless tag. Grade: B 


RECEIVERS Hostetler had tunnel vision last season: In his 


sight, he saw only Tim Brown. Brown, now in his eighth sea- | 


son, sel Career marks with 89 catches for 1,309 yards. He 
should match those numbers, but the Raiders must get Rock- 
et Ismail more involved. Ismail will rotate with James Jett at 
wide receiver and also slide into the slot. Hostetler’s ineffec- 
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Hostetler (15) continually 
clashed with former coach 
Shell, but now can focus on 
making a run for success. 


tiveness last year negated the speed of 
both players. Tight end Kerry Cash start- 
ed 48 games for the Colts and will be an 
upgrade from Andrew Glover. Grade: A+ 


OFFENSIVE LINE There wasn't much 
cohesiveness in this unit last season, 
which explains the 50 sacks, 123 quarter- 
_ back hits and 21st-rated running game. 
-£ The line also was most responsible for 
= the team’s NFL-record 156 penalties. 
= Gerald Perry and Steve Wisniewski both 
= were penalized 12 times, seven each for 
» holding—and they are the team's two 
3 best linemen. Don Mosebar will return for 
wey © a 13th season. Kevin Gogan should ben- 
> efit from Joe Bugel’s coaching. Gogan 
© and right tackle Greg Skrepenak need to 
© improve their run-block push. As one of 
2 the game's best, Bugel figures to make a 
~ difference. Grade: B 


=i 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Chester McGlock- 
ton earned his first of many Pro Bowl tickets last season 
after he registered 9% sacks and 61 solo tackles. He's 
been nicked up, but still is a relentless force inside. 
Nolan Harrison and Anthony Smith are above-average 
linemen, while Jerry Ball plays the run solidly. Pat Swill- 
ing could be a gamble at weak-side linebacker, but he’s 
done it in the past. Greg Biekert and Rob Frederickson 
will improve with experience. Rob Holmberg has poten- 
tial, and James Folston will work as a weak-side rusher. 
Grade: A 


SECONDARY Albert Lewis and Terry McDaniel can man- 
cover the game's best receivers. McDaniel works best in the 
slot and had seven interceptions last season. Najee 
Mustafaa returns after a year absence from the game. Eddie 

Anderson is 32 and slowing down. Derrick Hoskins and 
Patrick Bates can both run, but mentally have strug- 
gled and missed their assignments. Hoskins 
might be better at free safety. Grade: A- 


oc 















~ SPECIAL TEAMS The Raiders took a dive last 

season as both kicker Jeff Jaeger and punter Jeff 
_. Gossett failed to rank in the top 10. Both 
\ can be clutch, Jaeger nailed both his 50- 
yard attempts, and Gossett has gone four 
\#| seasons without a block. Tim Brown and 


inretums. Grade: B+ 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Wherever the Raiders play, in 


| Anaheim or the Coliseum, Al Davis has given this aging team 


another playoff shot. A coaching change had to be made be- 
Cause of all the turmoil on offense. John Fox was solid on de- 
fense. White has wanted this oppo rtunity for years and won't 
blow it. Grade: B 


SPORT RATING: A 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 16-8 





Army ROTC is far more than just a college 
vole} ba:{- foods] -let-trt-1- Mp harecel i (eMedt- bile (-midil- Mele) be-|-e) a 
your life. 

ROTC teaches you how to be a leader, to manage 
your time and to make decisions. And those are 
exactly the kinds of qualities that can help bring 
you immediate responsibility, benefits and growth 
opportunities in whatever career field you choose. 
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In college, he decided to 
take Army ROTC. 
Today, he’s deciding the future 
of a company. 





ROTC is a college elective that requires a 
few hours a week. And you can try it, without 
obligation, for at least a year. You can even take 
Le hie Dele (e(-Me) Mie tCe}E-ba-JitheMeyejelerdibitiet-t Mure aim ys) 
Tom tol 0 01010 

Any way you look at it, deciding to take Army 
ROTC could lead to a successful future. To find out 
more, call 1-800-USA-ROTC today. _ 





ARMY ROTC - 





THE SMARTEST COLLEGE 
COURSE YOU CAN TAKE. 


Wear what Emmitt, Neil, Bruce and all the NFL’s other Smiths wear. 
Manufactured by: 
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1995 OVERVIEW When general manager 
Bobby Beathard ran the Redskins, the 
NFC East was football's best. Now the 
AFC Westis the NFL's most competi- 
tive, talented division. The Chargers 
have won the division twice in three 
years, are the defending AFC champi- 
ons, and still get no respect. That's their 
battle cry. 


QUARTERBACK Stan Humphries throws 
the deep ball as well as anyone. He had 42 pass- . 

es of 32 yards or longer last season. Humphries loves 
San Diego's patient style of pounding the ball and then 
going deep. The front office privately was delighted that 
Humphries’ dislocated elbow forced him into the weight 
room and off the golf course during the off-season. He's 
never been fond of working out. Humphries, 30, is com- 
ing off his finest season, having thrown for 3,209 yards. 
Gale Gilbert remains the backup. Grade: A- 


RUNNING BACK Behind the double tight end forma- 
tion, Natrone Means invariably finds a hole. Means av- 
eraged almost four yards a carry and scored 12 touch- 
downs last season, gaining 399 of his 1,350 yards in the 
fourth quarter. Humphries threw the ball more to Means 
(39 receptions), taking some away from Ronnie Har- 
mon (58). Harmon’s $1.5 million cap number might af- 
fect his roster spot, which explains why 5-foot-8 Terrell 
Fletcher was drafted. Fletcher was considered the best 
third-down back prospect in the draft. Grade: A 


RECEIVERS Thetrio of Mark Seay, Shawn Jefferson 
and Tony Martin combined for 151 receptions, a 14.3- 
yard average, last season. Until the Super Bowl, Martin = 
had a great postseason. Still, this remains the most un- 
heralded receiving corps among the playoff teams. 
Beathard believes that if Martin continues to work hard, 
he'llbe a 1,000-yard receiver. He did have a 99-yarder 
last season and scored seven touchdowns, one more 
than Seay. Alfred Pupunu, the H-back, isa stl in the 
passing game, as the Steelers found ; = 
outin the AFC title game. Grade: B 
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strongest groups, and the J ee 
overall depth could be excep- ,<# 


lf any linebacker can 
point Cinderella to 
another Super year, 
it’s the powerful, 
“versatile Seau. 

















tional should Eric Moten (ankle) return. 
, Courtney Hall holds the line together at 
center. Isaac Davis dominated Miami's 


second season at left guard. Harry 
Swayne slipped a bit last season, but re- 
mains a polished pass blocker. Eric 
Jonassenatrighttackleisthe 
weakest link among the Starters. 
Moten may go to tackle, leaving 
solid Joe Cocozzo at quard. 
Grade: B 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS The Chargers 
have the game's premier linebacker in Junior Seau, 


‘who led the team in tackles for the fourth consecutive 


season. Seau lines up inside, shielded by monster 
tackles Shawn Lee and Reuben Davis, allowing him 
to use his tremendous speed. Leslie O'Neal might be 
a strange person off the field, but he's all business on: 
41 sacks the last three seasons. Chris Mims and 
Raylee Johnson are versatile rushers in nickel situa- 
tions. Linebacker David Griggs and Dennis Gibson 
are average athletes who play the system very well. 
Grade: A 


SECONDARY The Chargers lost all their safeties 
and didn't flinch. Ex-Bear Shaun Gayle will open at 
strong safety, while Rodney Harrison, a special- 
teams sensation as a rookie, figures to battle Hous- 
ton's Bo Orlando at free safety, where Stanley 
Richard once roamed. In Dave Adolph’'s system, Dar- 
rien Gordon and Dwayne Harper figure to play more 
bump-and-run. Harper struggled at times last season, 
finishing with eight interference penalties. Willie Clark 
and rookie Terrance Shaw will be the nickel backs. 
Shaw is considered an excellent cover cornerback. 
Grade: C+ 


SPECIAL TEAMS John Carney led the NFL in scor- 
ing last season with 135 points and was automatic 
inside the 40-yard line, nailing 27 straight field goals. 
Carney is coming off his finest season, having con- 
nected on 34 of 38 kicks. Bryan Wagner must im- 


) prove his hang time. Andre Coleman returned three 


kickoffs for touchdowns last season, while Gordon 
added two more on punt returns. Gor- 

v, , donledthe NFL with a 13.2 average, 
/ f but might be replaced by rookie 
Jimmy Oliver, giving Gordon 
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F fense. Grade: A 


q 1) 


Bobby Ross proved last season 
» thathe’s as goodasany 
coachinthe NFL. Ross 
works late and never misses 
a detail. New defensive co- 
ordinator Adolph has the 
same work ethic as Ross. 
Beathard and Ross have 
.a super working rela- 
tionship. Grade: A+ 
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- good years left. He still tries to do too much, forc- 


1995 OVERVIEW Noteam failed as miserably => 
as Denver last season, but that hasn't dulled = 
even higher expectations this season. New head = 
coach Mike Shanahan returns with a more ma- © 
ture attitude. His design and play-calling in San 
Francisco last season left even Bill Walsh drool- 
ing. The defense will definitely improve (how can 

it not?), and Shanahan's offense will score plenty 
with John Elway and Co. The schedule is brutal: 
at Dallas, New England and Philadelphia. 


QUARTERBACK At 35, Elway only has afew 


ing himself into ridiculous errors, But no one can 
question his competitive nature. For two consec- 
utive seasons, he’s completed more than 60 per- 
cent of his passes, something he never accom- 
plished in his first 10 seasons. Shanahan took 
steve Young to another level last season; he can 
do the same with Big John. Bill Musgrave figures 
toedge Hugh Millenfor backup duties. 
Grade: A+ 


RUNNING BACKS Rod Bernstine rumbled for 
816 yards in 93, got hurt, and took a pay cut for 
'95. Gone is leading rusher Leonard Russell (620 
yards and nine touchdowns), as Shanahan opts 
to have a competitive battle for the tailback spot 
between Glyn Milburn, Derrick Clark and newly 
acquired Aaron Craver. Milburn excels as a re- 
ceiver (77 receptions last season), but must quit 
running sideways. Grade: C 


RECEIVERS Ex-Charger Anthony Miller figures to re- 
bound from last Season's confusion. Never was he an in- 


* yards. Tight end Shannon Sharpe is a dedicated, emo- 


- tional leader who produces. He figures to equal last | 


eee ee ee ee ee | 
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year's career highs—87 catches for 1,010 yards—be- 
cause Elway trusts him. Mike Pritchard is expected to re- 


turn after rupturing his kidney and missing 13 games. 


Tony Kimbrough and Derek Russell are above- 
average backups. Grade: A+ 


OFFENSIVE LINE Alex Gibbs, who ade- 
quately protected Elway on his first tour 
through Denver, is a coach capable of 
making this average group respectable. 
Left tackle Gary Zimmerman is the lone 
mainstay, but he’s no longer a top-10 tack- 
le. If healthy, Keith Kartz opens at center, 
allowing Tom Nalen to shift to either guard. 
Broderick Thompson left Philadelphia to be- ; 
come the right tackle. Guards Brian Habib and ex- 
Redskin Mark Schlereth (bad knees) struggle with pow- 
erful pass-rushers. Grade: C 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS The Broncos 
were Caught in atime warp last season—no way Karl 
Mecklenburg and Mike Croel should have been play- 
ing—and they went after some experienced, tough 
guys. Two starters come via the Browns: James Jones, 
a raw kid with enormous inside pass-rush potential, 
and Michael Dean Perry. Mike Lodish will fit better at 
tackle, and Brit Hager is a natural middle linebacker 
who will be asked to play over the tight end. Simon 
Fletcher, with 36 sacks in the past three seasons, will 
fly from the weak side. Dan Williams could slide out to 
end, where Shane Dronett will be given one last 
52 
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en arm remains one of the game's best, but at 
35, how long can the Broncos rely on his magic act? 


chance. Denver has two young linebackers—Elijah 
Alexander and Keith Burns—who are ready to make a 


| bigimpactif the front four does some damage. 
- tegral part.of the offense, despite finishing with 1,107 | 


Grade: C+ 


SECONDARY Dennis Smith's finally gone after 14 sea- 
sons, including one call-back. Free safety Steve Atwater 
must hold this group together. Ex-Raider Lionel Wash- 
ington and Ray Crockett will be the opening-day cor- 
nerbacks, although Randy Fuller and Ronnie 
Bradford will press them. Crockett, who last 
aq, Season never played as aggressively as he 
4% did in Detroit, returns to the left side. Darryl 
») Hall and Tim Hauck rotated at strong safe- 
ty in minicamps. Hauck is just too slow to 
stick in man coverage, but he hits like 
a bulldozer and is a smart performer. 
Grade: C 


i 
| SPECIAL TEAMS Jason Elam 
didn’t suffer a sophomore slump. He 


“was 22 of 22 on field goals inside the 40-yard line and al- 


so nailed a 54-yarder. Punter Tom Rouen's gross aver- 
age slipped a bit, but his 39.25-yard net led the NFL. Mil- 
burn is an average kick/punt returner, although Butler 
By’not’e shows some promise. Grade: B- 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Shanahan almost didn't 
accept Pat Bowlen’s offer. Still, he's the best coach for 
Bowlen, who loves Elway and a high-flying offense. The 
pressure Is really on personnel guru Bob Ferguson, who 
took heat for overlooking the defense last season. Gary 
Kubiak is a young offensive coach on therise. 
Grade: B+ 


SPORT RATING: B 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 9-7 
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i Discover the Automobile and Los Angeles. Encompassing over 300,000 square 
' feet, The Petersen Automotive Museum showcases over 200 vehicles at any one 
>> time. From rare cars to classics the Petersen Automotive Museum has it all. 


Open Tuesday through Sunday, 10a.m. - 6 p.m., Closed Mondays except Holidays 


$7.00 adults, $3.00 children 5-12, under 5 free 
$5.00 seniors over 62 or students with I.D. 
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= Visit Los Angeles’ newest attraction-6060 Wilshire Blvd. at Fairfax Ave. 


The Petersen Automotive Museum 


(A member of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County) 
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: Thomas and the Chiefs must tackle opponents 
: Without Montana, butthey don’tseem worried. 


* 1995 OVERVIEW Joe Montana retired, which wasn't 
a shock, but the Chiefs don’t seem concerned about it. 
They have total confidence in Steve Bono, who lost 
both of his starts last season. Marty Schottenheimer's 
club has made the playoffs the last five seasons, and 
he figures they should do it again. The best reason: 
His teams have owned the Raiders, winning 10 of the 
last 11 meetings, and Los Angeles is the favorite in the 
West once again. 


© KANSAS CITY GIES °=3 
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* QUARTERBACK The perennial backup, Bono now 
: has his day in the sun. Entering his 11th season, he’s 
: 7-4 asa starter (three during the 87 replacement 
: games). Bono's strength is that he understands Paul 
Hackett’s modified version of the 49ers’ offense. He 
did pass for 300-plus yards in both starts last season, 
and his career TD/interception ratio is a solid 24-to-15. 
Life would be easier if Montana were around to guide 
him. Matt Blundin has a stronger arm and spent time 
in the World League for development, but rookie 
Steve Stenstrom of Stanford fits the offense perfectly, 
Grade: C- 


RUNNING BACKS Marcus Allen worked diligently in 
the off-season and wants to start; this will be 
: his 14th season, third with the Chiefs. 
- Allen rushed for 709 yards and seven 
- touchdowns a year ago and remains 
‘* a fine third-down back, but this must 
be Greg Hill's year. Hillhad 574 
yards last season and has more big- 
run potential than Allen. Donnell 
Bennett is coming off knee surgery or 
he'd be projected ahead of Kimble An- 
ders at fullback. Anders, with 67 recep- 


. 

CT 

a J | = 7 oT = 7 — = om 

. 54 of ‘., fs T PAL ha U So | ig 4. 
. 


















2 tions, was Montana's favorite target last season. 
- Grade: B 


& RECEIVERS Lake Dawson's willingness to block re- 


minds many of John Taylor, but now he must double 
his 37 receptions from last season. Dawson will go 
over the middle and won't look back. Willie Davis is 
the speedster, although his average slipped last sea- 
son. Tight end Keith Cash has the ability to catch 70- 
80 balls, but he’s never remained healthy for a full 
season. Victor Bailey left the Eagles to be the third 
wideout for the Chiefs and is reliable in the clutch. 
Grade: C 


OFFENSIVE LINE The big change here was the hir- 
ing of ex-Raiders coach Art Shell as the position 
coach. Shell, a fine teacher, is more laid-back than the 
departed Alex Gibbs. Three of the five starters are in 
the final year of their contracts, and Will Shields fig- 
ures to be restricted. Left tackle John Alt’s disk prob- 
lem in his back is another concern. Center Tim Grun- 
hard is the best all-around blocker, while former Jet 
Jeff Criswell is an improvement at right tackle. Ricky 
Siglar is a capable reserve. Grade: C 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Schottenheimer 
will be meddling with the defense because he discard- 
ed veteran coaches for inexperienced ones. Eight 


| teams managed torush for more than 110 yards 


against the Chiefs; tackles Dan Saleaumua and 


| linebackers George Jamison and Tracy Simien were 


soft against the run and need to be replaced. Right 
end Darren Mickell has super upfield quickness, com- 
plementing Neil Smith, who led the club with 11% 
sacks. Outside linebacker Derrick Thomas is coming 
off his finest season. He forced six fumbles and had 


| 45 quarterback pressures. Since 1989, Thomas leads 


the NFL with 77 sacks. Grade: B+ 


SECONDARY The wildest moves occurred here, as 
three potential starters arrived from the Jets. James 
Hasty and Brian Washington will open at right corner- 
back and strong safety, respectively, while Ronnie 
Lott's principal responsibility will be to show Dale 
Carter how to be a great pro. Carter has all the physi- 
cal gifts, but his concentration at times has broken 
down on the field. Lott might be the nickel-defense 
quarterback, while cornerback Mark Collins is making 
a switch to free safety. Darren Anderson has some 
potential. Grade: B 


SPECIAL TEAMS Lin Elliott only missed five field 
goals last season, but two of them came inside the 30- 
yard line. Louie Aguiar ranked in the bottom fourth of 
the league with a 34.5 net punting average. Tamarick 
Vanover, who played last season in the CFL, should 
handle both punt- and kick-return duties. Grade: C 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT For some reason, 
the Chiefs have never gotten over the hump. 
» Thesame thing happened to Schotten- 
=, heimer (5-9 playoff record) in Cleveland. 
| Schottenheimer and general manager Carl 
Peterson feel good about this team, so 

maybe they know more than we do. 
—, Grade: B+ 


. 


\| SPORT RATING: B- 
|| 1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 8-8 








a 
- 


‘giants l aT ; 


* 


To ee 
rerun ky 


— = ee 
3 = 














Tisai eae a football fan's. dream come true? 
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1995 OVERVIEW New coach Dennis Erickson will 
make the Seahawks flashy on offense, and the King- 
dome crowds will return. But the West is too tough to 
make an immediate win-loss impact. Erickson can't 
be as unlucky as Tom Flores, who lost an NFL-high 
16 players to injury last season and ultimately lost his 
job. Emphasizing the change of direction, the de- 
fense will start eight players who were either injured 
or backups when '94 ended. 


QUARTERBACK Before bust- 
ing a thumb and missing the fi- 
nal three games, Rick Mirer 
didn’t show much improve- 
ment from his rookie season. 
He does have a quick deliv- 
ery, but he struggled when 
looking for secondary targets. 
New offensive coordinator Greg 
McMakin wants to simplify Mir- Yaa 
ers reads to guarantee a quick re- = 

lease. The change should be good for Mirer who 
stagnated under Flores. Mirer doesn't possess Drew 
Bledsoe’s talents, but he needs to play smarter and 
become more accurate: His 51-percent completion 
rate in'94 simply won't do. Grade: B- 


RUNNING BACKS Chris Warren, who scored 11 
touchdowns last season, is shooting for his fourth 


consecutive 1,000-yard rushing season. Warrenis | 


both mentally and physically tough, having played 
with broken ribs last December. Warren, 26, domi- 
nates a game with powerful strides that created 41 
runs of 10 yards or more in ‘94. To keep him 
fresh, Erickson would like to reduce his carries 4) 
from last year's 374 to 300. Tracy Johnson and iy 
Steve Smith will be used in short-yardage situ- / 
ations as Seattle shifts to a three-receiver set. 
Grade: A 





































bi steph The additions of ex-Cardi- 
nal Ricky Proehl and No. 1 pick 

Joey Galloway to complement a cat 
sure-handed Brian Blades 
should put some fearinthe 
opposition. Despite being in 
Buddy Ryan's doghouse, 
Proehl still managed 51 
catches, five for touch- | 
downs. He and Galloway | 
should fly deep, allowing 
Blades to work the middle. 
Blades, agreatposses- -_ 
sion receiver, has 161 
receptionsintwo ~ 
years. Galloway 
shined in two postsea- 
SOn games, andhis 
speed should be effec- a 
tive on reverses. Rookietightend | 
Christian Fauria should push vet- @e < 
eran Paul Green. Grade: B+ fay, 
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OFFENSIVE LINE After 
10 starting seasons 
with the Jets, Jim 
Sweeney, 33, ar- 
rives to anchor 
thelineatcen- jy. _ 
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ter. Sweeney knows all the tricks too. On the left side, 
Ray Roberts and Jeff Blackshear will start. Both big 
guys have a tendency to false start. Kevin Mawae 
enters his second pro season as the right guard, 
where he played at the end of last season. Howard 


Ballard needs to watch his weight and make sure he 
isn't fooled in pass protection. Grade: C- 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Cortez 
Kennedy's frustration should continue—10.5 sacks 

in two seasons—because there’s no dominant 
speed rusher. Teams have effectively double- 
teamed Kennedy. Somehow, he and Sam 


)..) Adams must stunt together the way John Randle 


and Henry Thomas used to in Minnesota. Brent 
Williams returns, while Antonio Edwards 
has speed, but lacks the finesse to make it 
| work. Terry Wooden is a super gap-shoot- 
er and tackler. Winston Moss will cover the 
tight end, while Dean Wells replaces the 
departed Rod Stephens. Grade: B+ 


SECONDARY Nate Odomes, who missed all of last 
season with an off-season knee injury, returns at 
right cornerback; Carlton Gray, who forces the run 
well, will be on the left side, Both can play bump-and- 
run. When healthy, Robert Blackmon and Eugene 
Robinson are as talented as any safety combo in the 
AFC. Robinson finished third in tackles after leading 
the club two years ago. Corey Harris, formerly of the 
Packers, figures to be the nickel back, with Tony 
Covington another key reserve. Grade: C- 


—= 


i SPECIAL TEAMS Rick Tuten’s aver- 
\ \, age slipped from two seasons in the 
Grd 44s toa 42.9 last season, though he 
es, ) Still boomed 23 punts more than 50 

yards, The big loss is John Kasay, re- 
| placed by Arizona's Todd Peterson, 
who made two of four field goals 
last year in a relief role. Galloway will 
> flash that 4.2 speed on kick returns 

with help from holdover Michael 
™ Bates. Grade: C 


‘\ COACHING/MANAGE- 
MENT Erickson wanted 
out of Miami, where he 
won two national cham- 
pionships, and could 
prove to be a bargain. 
David Behring, the | 
owner's son, has taken 
_ control of the front of- 
, fice, learning football on 
the job. The situation 
has allowed Ericksonto 
carve outsomecontrol. 
Grade: B 


SPORT RATING: C- 
"1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 5-11 


so 


/ Unproductive under former coach 
| Tom Flores, Mirer looks to thrive 
under new coach Dennis Erickson. 
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1. Dennis Connor's concerns 
6. Balilclub execs: Abbr. 
9. Marathoner Waitz 
14. Yankees catcher Howard's nickname 
15. Clemens stat 
16. Propelled a scull 
17. Permit, as runs to score 
18. Ranger Gilbert 
19. Lynn and Biletnikolf 
20. ABA champ in ‘76 
22. Jockey greal's nickname 
24. Caught __s rundown: 2 wds. 
27. Holtz or Groza 
28. Football filler 
29. Timid 
32. Type of tennis 
34, Fuel-economy letters 
35. Globetrotters founder Saperstein 
36. Vaughan of Cooperstown 
37. Bing or Lanier, in ‘73 
39. "17 NL batting champ Roush 
42. Top AP ranking 
43. Kind of golf bet 
46. Holes in one 
50. Bullfight cheer 
51. Just hired 
53. Gooden’s nickname: 2 wds, 
56. Bob Uecker's lalont 
57. Sugar Bow! winner in ‘64: Abbr. 
56. Itrhymes with “sis boom bah” 
59. __ skiing (off-the-slopes practice) 
60. “Olds” Radbourne 
61. Speedskater Helden 
63. Ivy League school: 2 wds 
66. Luxury __ 


68. “THE MOST DEPENDABLE, LONGEST- 


LASTING TAUCKS 
72. 157-tournament winner 
73. Female sheep 
74. Gold-medal winner at St. Moritz 
75. Ewbank's namesakes 
76. Catcher Crandall 
77. Agenda eloments 


Down 


1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
+E 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


10. 
11, 
12. 
13. 
21. 
23. 
24, 
25. 
26. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
33. 
38. 
40, 
41, 
43. 
44. 
45. 
47. 
. Dropapop 

. Big (Montana's conference) 

. Like some offensive opportunities 
. Home of the Dragons 

. Rower's need 

. PGA Senior Tour name: 2 wds. 

. Mr. Adderley 

. Lemon in the outfield 

. Wood used for archers’ bows 

. Urban thoroughfare: Abbr. 


Seattle Hawks 
With 7 Down, NFL star's designation 
Holiday Bowl loser in 92: Abbr. 
Columbia footballer 
Eephus pitcher 
Word on a boxing poster 
Seo 2 Down 
"208 Yankees pitcher Jones: 2 wads. 
‘O94 Kentucky Derby winner: 3 wds. 
Like triple plays 
Before, in poetry 
‘49 Wimbledon winner Schroeder 
SPORT execs: Abbr. 
Sneaker part 
James Vaughn's nickname 
Northwest school: Abbr. 
Partner of neither 
Arctic bird 
Rodo the bench 
Cable network that's big on boxing 
Dough for Oh 
Tournament-qualifying exemptions 
Word on aticket 
Charger in Canton: 2 wds. 
Pitchers’ battles 
Immediately 
Ho beat Bugner in Malaysia 
Pitcher's position 
Fenway fish 


“The Spaceman” 


. Reaction toa John Daly drive 
. Compass point: Abbr. 

. Pep 

. Marv Albert exclamation 


See page 104 for Chevrolet Truck SPORT word Puzzle answers. 
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Introducing the new Chevy ZR2 Extended-Cab. A perfect way to expand 
your vocabulary and include some of your friends in on the excitement. 


The Chevrolet Emblem and §-10 are registered trademarks and Chevy is a trademark of the GM Corp, 01994 GM Corp, All Rights Reserved. Buckle up, America! 


Chevy S-Series 
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CENTRAL 


© PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
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With Woodson sealing off the corner, the 
Steelers are poised to shut down the AFC. 


1995 OVERVIEW Talk about a pressure cooker. Steel- 


town fans believe overconfidence doomed their team last 


season. The Steelers won't escape the hype this sum- 
mer, because Pittsburgh figures to be touted as the fa- 
vorite—over the Raiders, Dolphins and Patriots—to be 
the AFC's Super Bowl representative next January in 
Phoenix. 


: QUARTERBACK Coach Bill Cowher’s decision to firmly 
- place last year’s AFC title game in Neil O'Donnell's hands 
: shocked some experts. O'Donnell set a championship 


: lastseason. Grade: B+ 


Sit ia as &@ & 
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« game record for attempts (54) and completions 


(32) vs. San Diego only to have his final attempt 
knocked down. Cowher's confidencein 
O'Donnell's game made sense. In his last 
three playoff games, he has thrown for six 

touchdowns, no interceptions and 821 

yards. At 29, the maturing O'Donnell is 30- 
19 as a starter. A sure sign of his smarts— 
this will be his fourth full season as the 
starter—is his league-low nine interceptions 


RUNNING BACKS One must assume that Barry Foster 
will be traded, allowing Bam Morris, last Season's rookie 
sensation, to step in for the NFL's No. 1 rushing offense 
(136.25 yards per game in'94). Morris was outgained 
851 to 836 by Foster last season, but beat Barry with sev- 
en touchdowns. Morris has the necessary combination of 
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quickness and strength (235 pounds) to excel in Pitts- 

= burgh’s famed trapping game. Erric Pegram and John L. 

e Williams, a perfect receiving pickup from Seattle a year 
. Grade: 


| ago, will figure prominentiy 













































RECEIVERS Charles Johnson, last year's No. 1 pick, 
has Lynn Swann’'s flamboyance and John Stallworth's 
guts. But Johnson, after leading the team with 38 recep- 
tions, was too immature to be a factor during the playoffs. 
Ernie Mills, a bona fide deep threat, impressed inthe 
postseason with 13 receptions after averaging 20.2 yards 
| acatchin 11 regular-season games. Andre Hastings and 
| Yancey Thigpen, who combined for 14 starts last season, 
both have game-breaking potential. Lost through free 
agency was the production of tight end Eric Green, some- 
thing rookie Mark Bruener could negate. Grade: A- 


| | OFFENSIVE LINE Despite the loss of left guard Duval 


Love, who was replaced by another ex-Ram, Tom New- 
berry, this unit remains above average because of center 
Dermontti Dawson. Entering his eighth season, Dawson 
has become one of the game's most complete centers, 
and few can run with him on sweeps. Tackles John Jack- 
| son and Leon Searcy didn't miss a game last season, and 
| both excel on pass blocking. Justin Strzelezyk is a power- 
ful, versatile blocker who will battle Todd Kalis for a start- 
ing job. Grade: B 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Probably the lone 
concerns are how long Kevin Greene, 33, and Greg 
Lloyd, 30, can stay hungry. Greene, an outside lineback- 
er with wild eyes and long, blond locks, comes off an NFL- 
high 14-sack season. Lloyd, acomplete linebacker, 
added 10 sacks to Pittsburgh's leaque-leading 55. Chad 
Brown is a top tackler (90 solos); no inside linebacker 
drops deeper into pass coverage. Left end Brentson 
Buckner shined as a rookie and epitomizes the quick, 
athletic players Cowher loves on his defensive line. 
Grade: A 


SECONDARY The versatility of this group allows new 
defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau, a defensive back at 
heart, to refine and continue Dom Capers’ style. Rod 
Woodson ranks among the NFL's elite players. Free 
safety Darren Perry, who likes to play center field, was 
the top interceptor a year ago with seven. Woodson and 
youngster Deon Figures anchor the corners, both equal- 
ly adept at man coverage and forcing the run. Strong 
safety Carnell Lake must be re-signed. Grade: A+ 


SPECIAL TEAMS Rohn Stark, the Colts’ all-time punting 

=| leader with a 43.5 average, replaces Mark Royals 

> despite his inexperience outdoors. Gary An- 

wa derson missed two of 18 field goal attempts 

inside 40 yards, and his kickoffs ranked 

, seventh best. Anderson's 309 field goals 
” rank fourth alltime. Grade: 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT 
| Cowher, signed through the 1997 
} Season, is only the sixth NFL coach 
# inleague history to earn a playoff 
berth in his first three seasons. 
Owner Dan Roonay and football administrator Tom Don- 
ahoe deserve all the credit for choosing Cowher (32-16 
record). Grade: 


SPORT RATING: A 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 


1995 OVERVIEW Andre Risonvs. Rod 
Woodson, that's the billboard. Remember- 
ing Paul Warfield, the Browns believe Ri- 
son is the special weapon needed to 
unseat the Steelers and finally put Art 
Modellin a Super Bowl. It'saheavy | 
burden considering Rison has beena 
problematic performer off the field and 
Vinny Testaverde has reminded no one 
of Otto Graham. How coach Bill Belichick 
handles a sometimes unconventional Ri- 
soncouldbeascriticalas Risonvs. ~ 
Woodson. 


QUARTERBACK in the three losses to the Steelers 
last season, Testaverde self-destructed, unloading 
eight of his 18 interceptions in those games. Although 
most of the leaque has its doubts, Belichick believes 
Testaverde (10-6 as the starter in 94) is a winner and 
can be a champion. But with a game on the line (fourth 
quarter), Testaverde had the NFL's worst completion 
percentage (32.4) last season. Grade: C 


RUNNING BACKS Leroy Hoard had four so-so years 
in Cleveland until the Browns finally featured him in the 
last seven regular-season games, and he responded 
with 623 yards. He also scored nine touchdowns, and 
the Browns rewarded him with a new four-year con- 
tract. Cleveland anticipates using multiple sets this 
season, expecting injured fullback Tommy Vardell to 
return, Some feel Hoard will disappear now that he has 
a rich contract. For insurance, the Browns ac- 
quired Lorenzo White, the Oilers’ leading rush- 
erin '94. Grade: B- 


RECEIVERS Granted, Rison’s numbers 
were helped by the pass-oriented offense in 
Atlanta, but there’s no ignoring his averages ' 
over the last five seasons: 85 catches for ° 
1,127 yards and 11 touchdowns. Jerry 
Rice may be the best, but Rison 

isn't far behind, and he's never 

had a Montana to throw him 


the ball. Rison had a better re- Ss 


ceiving average outdoors last Mh, F 
season, and hiscompetitive- '" j Hs 
ness must be respected: He : j 
tallied 24 of his 81 recep- Xi) 
tions when his team trailed 
by seven or fewer points. 
Derrick Alexander, who 
had 828 receiving 
yards inhis rookie , 
seasonin’94, will 
keep the pressure off 
Rison. Grade: A 


OFFENSIVE LINE The 
main reason there's hope . 
for Testaverde lies in his blockers, , 
which allowed an NFL-low 14 sacks 
last season. Left tackle Tony Jones 
and center Steve Everitt are this 
group's leaders. Jones canbe 
fickle, though, and he’s spent the 

_ off-season talking about retiring. 

= Everittis a firebrand and one of if 
= the game's top five centers. Or- y 
- lando Brown, at 6-7 and 330, 
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dominates at right tackle. This is an above-av- 

erage and deep group, fortified by Bob 

mo Oahl, Herman Arvie, Gene Williams and 
* Wally Williams. Grade: B+ 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Be- 
lichick leaned on some ex-Giants 
last season, and they paid huge div- 
idends. Pepper Johnson will again 
man the middle, and Carl Banks fig- 

ures to return for less money. If not, 
Mike Caldwell and Travis Hill 


| should pen more than adequate replacements. Michael 


Dean Perry's career is on the downside, so it made 
sense to release him. The big loss was defensive tack- 
le James Jones. But the front line remains adequately 


manned with Rob Burnett (10 sacks in 94), Anthony | 


Pleasant, Dan Footman and Bill Johnson. Burnett and 
Johnson are powerful pass-rushers. Grade: B 


SECONDARY The starters, collectively, are the equal 
of Pittsburgh's, and some say they are the NFL's best 
group. Stevon Moore, Belichick’s favorite player, and 
Eric Turner are an impressive duo at safety. Moore fin- 
ished first and third in tackles the past two seasons, re- 
spectively, and rarely blows his defensive responsibili- 


| ty. Turner is coming off a career season in which he tied 


for the NFL lead with nine interceptions. Both are pun- 


SSR R ECR RCHKC KC SRT KCC PSPSPS 


SERB RFF FF KCK FFL Fcc oo 


ishing tacklers. Antonio Langham, a No. 1 pick last = 










_ comes over from the 49ers. Grade: A+ 


SPECIAL TEAMS Fewcanremembera 
°~\ Browns highlight film that didn't include an 
Eric Metcalf punt return for a touchdown. 
But Cleveland remains solid on special 
) teams because ofits kickers and kick 
' coverage, the NFL's finest last season. 
Matt Stover converted 20 straight field 
goals and had an NFL-high 92.9 
conversion mark, while punter 
Tom Tupa provided versatility 
with three two-point conversion 
i runs. Grade: B 
Lombardi, the club's director of 
player personnel, have donea 
Fa masterful job putting the pieces 
together. But now the onus is on 










thing they’ve wanted. Grade: B+ 
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SPORT RATING: B+ 
1995 PREDICTED 
RECORD: 10-6 


Testaverde has tended to 
self-destruct, but the 
prospects for a big season 
have risen with the 
acquisition of Rison. 
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COACHING/MANAGEMENT .- 
Belichick and sidekick Michael : 


these two, as owner Art Modell - 
has given them virtually every- : 


| year, responded when picked on (29 passes defensed) 
/andis cut from the Mike Haynes mold. DanaHall = 
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1995 OVERVIEW The future looks bright with 
young stars like Jeff Blake, Carl Pickens, Dar- 
nay Scott, Dan “Big Daddy” Wilkinson and No. 1 
pick Ki-Jana Carter. Then reality sets in and you 
ask: Can David Shula, who has 11 victories in 
three coaching seasons, create a passion for 
success? But there remains hope because this 
organization has been to two Super Bowls; nine 
franchises have failed to get there once. 


QUARTERBACK There were moments last 
season when Blake fired deep like a young Dan 
Marino, Blake produced excitement in River- 
front Stadium and made the selection of No. 1 
pick David Klinger look awful by comparison. In 
24 starts, Klinger produced four wins and 15 
touchdown passes. Blake, unwanted by the 
Jets, started nine games and won three, throw- 
ing 14 touchdown passes. In four Blake losses, 
the Bengals lost by two, three, four and seven 
points. Blake must improve his reads. Still, his 
38.7 conversion rate on third down was double 
what Klingler managed. Grade: C+ 


RUNNING BACKS The Bengals committed 41 
turnovers last season, soit made sense to 
dump Harold Green, Steve Broussard and Der- 
rick Fenner and secure Penn State's Carter, 
the draft’s top choice. Combined, Green, Fen- 
ner and Broussard totaled 1,094 yards rushing. 
Carter, who has game-breaking speed and in- 
side toughness, gained more than 1,500 yards last 
season, scoring 23 touchdowns and averaging 7.8 
yards a carry. Ex-Charger Eric Bieniemy will be the in- 
surance back, while ex-Eagle James Joseph lines up at 
fullback. All three should excel in Bruce Coslet's con- 
trolled passing game. Grade: B+ 


RECEIVERS The definite strength of the team. Pick- 
ens bettered Isaac Curtis’ club record with 11 touch- 
down catches and produced five 100-yard receiving 
games in'94. Pickens can go deep like Curtis used to, 
but second-year receiver Darnay Scottis even 
faster. Pickens may play the ball better, but 
scott's 18.8-yard average led the AFC. 
With some game-breakers on the out- 
side, the Bengals will be guaranteed an 
underneath game because of the | 
emergence of tight end Tony McGee 

(40 catches for 492 yards) and the ar- 
rival of Ex-Bearlom Waddle, an excel- 
lent third-down receiver. Grade: A- 


OFFENSIVE LINE The line was shattered ™ = 
by injuries last season, and to compound matters, 
line coach Jim McNally jumped to the Carolina Pan- 
thers and right tackle Joe Walter retired. Still, there is | 
something to build upon. The tackles, Kevin Sargent | 
and Bruce Kozerski, are above average. What Cincin- 
nati needs are solid seasons from last year's free-agent 
signees: guards Eric Moore and Dave Cadigan and 
center Darrick Brilz. Grade: D 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS fhis front could 
make tremendous Strides this season if Wilkinson, Al- | 
fred Williams, John Copeland, James Francis and | 
Steve Tovar continue their improvement. Tim Krumrie, 
an overachieving player, begins his first year as a de- 
fensive line coach; he knows technique—and the | 
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Unwanted by the Jets, Blake produced excitement in 
Cincy by firing 15 TD passes in an abbreviated stint. 


blockers in this division. Wilkinson closed the season 
with a two-sack game after opening the year in bust- 
like fashion. Francis and Williams have the athletic 
ability to make big plays but rarely do. Grade: B 


SECONDARY Free safety Darryl Williams is a po- 
tential superstar, coming off two consecutive 100- 
tackle seasons. Corey Sawyer was a gambling cor- 
nerback last season; he needs to play more focused. 
Mike Brim and Rod Jones are competent corner- 
backs who play too soft at times. Leonard Wheeler 
should be the dime back, The unit took a hit with the 
departure of strong safety Louis Oliver (three 
interceptions), who signed with Miami. 

~. Grade: C 


? | SPECIAL TEAMS Cincinnati allowed 
five touchdowns on kick returns last sea- 
son, but blame the tacklers, not the 
kickers, who were super. Lee John- 
) sonlostthe AFC punting race to 
}\ Jeff Gossett, who had a 43.857 av- 
ii} erage to Johnson's 43.810. That's 
a difference of 1.69 inches per 


| punt. Kicker Doug Pelfrey made everyone forget Jim 


Breech. Pelfrey converted 84.8 percent of his field 
goals, making a club-record 28, and all three Bengals 
wins came from his foot. Grade: B+ 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Theclub’s two best 
assistant coaches, Jim McNally and Richard 
Williamson, bailed out, leaving David Shula short- 
handed and probably wondering if Bruce Coslet is his 
heir apparent. Mike Brown needs to spend more 
money on scouting and less time talking about truck- 
ing out of town to Los Angeles or Baltimore. Grade: C 


SPORT RATING: C- 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 7-9 
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Strong-armed rookie McNair may be rushed into 
battle because ofa solid line to protect him. 


1995 OVERVIEW With the exception of division rivals 
Pittsburgh and Cleveland, the Oilers won't face a Super 
Bowl contender this year. The schedule won't give youth- 
ful coach Jeff Fisher, 37, gray hairs, although his team 
might. Houston is a mixed bag of age and hopeful youth. 
The Oilers are closer to last year's 2-14 club, which lost 11 
straight, than to the 1993 division champions that finished 
12-4. The pressure is on Jerry Rhome, the new offensive 
coordinator, to convert the leftover run-and-shoot person- 
nelinto a highly competitive pro-set attack. 



























QUARTERBACK Rhome, with Fisher's blessing, se- 
cured ex-Ram Chris Chandler, a player Rhome coached 
back in Arizona, to be the Oilers backup quarterback just 
in case Cody Carlson doesn't successfully make the back- 
drop transition. Carlson failed miserably as the starter iast 
season, converting 44.7 percent of his attempts and 
throwing only one touchdown. With three different 
starters, Houston didn’t have one 300-yard passing game. 
The pass offense ranked 25th, the total offense 26th. 
Steve McNair, the top pick, already has a better arm 

than any quarterback incamp. He could be 
rushed into battle because the offensive lineis _- 
above average. Grade: C- Ab ‘| 
RUNNING BACKS An ankle injury ham- [ ( 
pered Gary Brown's progress last sea- | 
son. He's a diligent worker and should re- | 
turn to his 1,000-yard form of '93. With the 
departure of Lorenzo White to the Browns, \ 
playing split backs and benching fullback \ 
John Henry Mills makes sense. Grade: C 


|= RECEIVERS The best news is that tight ends Pat 
2 Carter and last season's top rookie, Roderick Lewis, 
1 figure mightily in the offensive plans. Both can catch 
and are proven blockers. Despite feuding with Fish- 
er late last season, Webster Slaughter had 18 of his 
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from the lack of consistency at the quarterback posi- 
tion. Timing patterns were unequivocal disasters. 
Givins (36 catches, one TD) was released. 
Grade: C 
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OFFENSIVE LINE In true Texas fashion, owner 
Bud Adams wanted to outdo Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones at something and settled for stealing center 
Mark Stepnoski. The ex-Cowboy, possibly the 
NFL's quickest center, adds strength and allows the 
Oilers more flexibility along the offensive line. Bruce 
Matthews, who can play anywhere, will shift to left 
guard, extending the 34-year-old Pro Bowler's ca- 
reer. Kevin Donnalley and Erik Norgard will battle at 
right guard, while David “Babygate” Williams has 
started 26 consecutive games at right tackle. Brad 
Hopkins continues to struggle with quick pass-rush- 
ing ends at left tackle. Houston allowed a league- 
worst 65 sacks last season because of quarterback 
incompetence. Grade: B 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Enter new de- 
fensive coordinator Steve Sidwell, who will interject 
some sanity into Fisher's 46 defense. Ray Childress, 
who turns 33 in October, is slipping at defensive tack- 
le, and youngsters Jeremy Nunley and Henry Ford 
have only shown flashes of ability. Kenny Davidson is 
simply average at left end. Al Smith once again led 
Houston in tackles. Grade: B- 


SECONDARY Two years ago, right cornerback Darry| 
Lewis had a bum knee. Thanks to secondary bidding 
wars, Lewis received $8 million over four years to re-sign 
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team-high 68 receptions in the final three games. : 
' Slaughter, and especially Earnest Givins, suffered : 
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after leading the club with five interceptions. However, : 


Lewis isn't fond of sticking his head into a pile. Trash-talk- : 


ing Cris Dishman could be shoved aside by Steve Jack- 
son at left cornerback. Strong safety Blaine Bishop's su- 
perior play made Bubba McDowell expendable, while 
Marcus Robertson plays a splendid center field andisa 
certified head knocker, Grade: B- 


- SPECIAL TEAMS The addition of Detroit's Mel Gray 


guarantees improvementto the punt and kick return 
teams, which ranked 28th and 23rd, respectively, last sea- 


ste atae ea 


son. Although Gray is 34, he led the NFC inkick returns 
last season, and his career averages are 11.5 yardson ; 
punts and 24.8 on kickoffs. Rich Camarillo punted aclub- + 


record 96 times last season, placing 35 inside the oppo- 


se @ 


nent’s 20-yard line. Kicker Al Del Greco was superb last ; 
season, leading the NFL with a 37.4-yard field goal aver- : 


age. Grade: J 


W_ COACHING/MANAGEMENT Ownership 


gee \sn't totally convinced that Fisher is the man, 


\\ +.) butitdid allow him to hire a splendid staff. 


Sidwell and Rhome are veteran coordinators 
who will provide reasoned sounding 
we, boards for Fisher. Grade: B- 
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1995 OVERVIEW Noone has worked harder in 


preparation for this season than Jaguars head coach | 


Tom Coughlin. The man is consumed by football, and 
owner Wayne Weaver hasn't interfered in any deci- 
sions. The Jaguars, who will have only three 
Starters over 30, have achance to win more 
games than Carolina because the AFC is 

softer. There are two critical keys to 
winning five or six games: how the 
players respond to Coughlin’s often 
tyrannical demeanor and whether 
steve Beuerlein can stay healthy for 
16 games. 


QUARTERBACK Beuerlein, 21-20 as 
an NFL starter, entered Buddy Ryan's (ym 
doghouse after the first game last season ; 

and was cast adrift for personal, not professional, rea- 
sons. Beuerlein reminds some of Phil Simms, espe- 
cially the competitive side. He’s tough, savvy in the 
pocket and a natural leader, all necessary ingredients 
















another rookie, could also break the lineup. With 
Boselli at left tackle, the Jaguars willhave Shawn 
Bouwens and Dave Widell at guards. Bouwens han- 
dies everyone but Reggie White, and Widell can also 
play tackle. Eugene Chung was too soft for Bill Par- 
cells, but he’s quick and should be the right tack- 
le. Grade: D 
= DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS 
.) There is some pass-rush talent with ex-Jet 
, JeffLageman and Detroit's Kelvin Pritchett. 
\ Both are capable of 10-sack seasons. 
It's the mix around them that's trou- 
blesome. Joel Smeenge, Don Davey 
| and Paul Frase are merely adequate 
wy linemen with no upside potential. 
=, ™ Middle linebacker Keith Goganious 
“makes t too many plays downfield, and outside 
linebacker James Williams runs better than he tackles. 
The tough guy is Santo Stephens. Grade: C 


for someone quarterbacking an expansion team. Lefty | SECONDARY Defensive coordinator Dick Jauron was 


Mark Brunell reminds many of a young Steve Young, 
and Green Bay’s coaches hated to trade him. Brunell 


an excellent teacher as a secondary coach, and that 
should help this questionable bunch. Expansion made 


has tremendous potential, meaning that rookie Rob | Vinnie Clark a $1 million cornerback. Granted, he'll 


Johnson may be holding aclipboard for years. 
Grade: B- 


RUNNING BACKS Reggie Cobb returns to Florida, 
where he had three good seasons with Tampa Bay. 


make some outstanding plays, but he’s lacked focus 
and consistency throughout his career, Corey Ray- 
mond and Mickey Washington are gutsy cornerbacks 
who lack the quickness to deal with game-breakers. 
Harry Colon and Darren Carrington are capable back- 


He looked a step slow in Green Bay, averaging only | ups now forced into starting safety spots. Grade: D 


3.5 per carry and rarely getting outside. Cobb is a solid 
pro, though, a perfect sidekick for rookie James Stew- 
art, the No. 1 pick from Tennessee. A lot of clubs loved 


Stewart, who has super vision, a nice wiggle and gives | 


that extra effort. He can't block, and he probably 
won't be asked to either. Grade: D 






























RECEIVERS The Redskins gave up on 
Desmond Howard just when he was begin- 
ning to show some flashes of his Heisman 
form. Howard had 727 receiving yards last \ 
season, an 18.2-yard 

average, and 
couldimprove _@ 
onthat. Kelvin § 
Martin may @e 
lack game- 
breaking 
speed, buthe’s 
sure-handed 
(S6 catches last ™ 
year in Seattle) | 
andaprecise 
pass-route run- 
ner. Tightend 
Derek Brown has ) a: 
ability, but the Giants just didn't believe he if 
had the heart for football, nor the hands of Wy 
Aaron Pierce. Charles Davenport and | 
Cedric Tillman are above-average backups. 
Grade: C- I 





OFFENSIVE LINE Withoutplayingagame,| 


No. 1 pick Tony Boselli might be the best line- “_ 
man on the team. Bosellihas great feet, 
leverage and tenacity. Coughlin loved 
his character and his wish to be with 

an expansion club. Brian DeMarco 
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SPECIAL TEAMS Unlike Carolina, the Jaguars are 
gambling with their kickers. Scott Sisson, who was 
banned from Boston after missing two game-winning 
field goals for the Patriots, sat out last season be- 
fore signing here. He does have a strong leg. 
Punter Bryan Barker averaged 40.8 yards last 
?@-4 season, a significant dropoff from his 1992 
, and '93 seasons. Desmond Howard and 
iy any Jordan will handle the return duties. 
Grade: D 


Wayne Weaver has given Tom 
Coughlinand executives 
David Seldin, Michael 
Huyghue and John Jones 
Bp, tremendous freedom. 
Coughlin isn't the easi- 
est man to work for; 
consequently, how . 
he reacts once the = 
losses pile up will : 
be critical tothis « 
franchise's long-term 
"| success, Grade: B- 
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SPORT RATING: D 
"1995 PREDICTED 
| RECORD: 4-12 
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Out of Ryan’s 
doghouse, Beuerlein 
\ has the tools to lead 

{ the expansion Jags to 
respectability. 


£1995 OVERVIEW The Patriots, winners of 

= seven straight at the end of last season, fi 
= will be ready for the playoffs. Bill Par- 
icells doesn'thaveallthe piecesin £4 
4 place, but enough to beat Miami and 
“win the East forthe firsttime since | 

= 1986. Drew Bledsoe, the next reign- 
=ing superstar, won'tbeinacome- \ 
sback mode allthetime with Dave \ 
Meggettinhis backfield. Parcells \ 
loves to control the clock, andthe Pa- \ 
triots will, thus controlling their future. 














and fast-improving Todd Rucci at the other 


y- Armstrong is solid, but no longer domi- 
\ nant. Dellenbach was a perfect choice be- 
= cause his loss hurts rival Miami. 
| Grade: C+ 


\ ) DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACK- 
ERS The line spent the off-season 
playing musical chairs. Nose tack- 


QUARTERBACK With Bledsoe, the Patriots are | les Ray Agnew and Tim Goad were lost and re- 


never out of agame. He set two NFL passing 
records last season—691 attempts for the year and 
45 completions in a single game. This season, his 
overall numbers will decline because the Pats won't 
always be ina panic, trailing. Bledsoe will be in con- 
trol, and Parcells doesn’t want him tossing 27 inter- 
ceptions as he did last season. The young man has 
a rocket arm and seems to have been born with 
poise and a flair for the dramatic. Grade: A+ 


RUNNING BACKS The acquisition of Meggett fig- 
ures to be more effective than last season’s arrival 
of Marion Butts. Meggett not only has third-down 
flash, but he can run between the tackles. He should 
be an effective receiver, forcing defenses to single- 
cover tight end Ben Coates. The lone drawback is 
the grass; many feel Meggett is a better turf runner. 
Butts was a disappointment last season, averaging 
3.24 yards on 126 first-and-10 runs, fifth-worstin 
the NFL. Pitt rookie Curtis Martin, a Meggett clone 
who rushed for more than 1,000 yards in 1999, 
could replace Butts. Grade: B+ 

RECEIVERS TightendBenCoateshas .-— ~ 
a chance torewrite allthe record 

books. Thereisn'ta linebacker or 4. 
strong safety who can consistently 
stop him. Coates caughtan NFL- } 
record 96 passes last season. Vin- | 
cent Brisby probably will be joined by 
Kevin Lee now that Michael Timpson @& 
isin Chicago. Lee, who has 4.4 
speed, broke his jaw last 
summerandmissed | 
the whole season. -_ 
Brisby caught 58 r= 
passes last sea- 
son, and Ray Crit- 
tenden added 28. 
Grade: B+ 































OFFENSIVE 
LINE The Pa- — 
triots couldn't / 
runlast sea- | 
son because 
the line sud- 
denly went soft. 
Ex-Dolphins 
center Jeff Del- \ 
lenbach should \, 
shore up the mid- 
die, especially with jy 
ex-Giant Bob _@ 
Kratch alongside 


ns 
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placed by Reggie White (the one from San Diego) 
and Tim Roberts. Mike Jones, Mike Pitts and Aaron 
Jones need to work on their two-gap techniques be- 
cause the linebackers are the playmakers. Chris 
Slade has had 19 sacks in his first two pro seasons, 
and Willie McGinest should also be flying from the 
left side. Vincent Brown (82 unassisted tackles last 
year) should make it two consecutive Pro Bowls, 
and Todd Collins returns from injury. Linebacker 
Marty Moore, who started four games last year, 
adds depth. Grade: B 


SECONDARY Right cornerback Maurice Hurst fi- 
nally proved how good he was with seven intercep- 


guard. Bledsoe’s vision should be clear. De- : 
spite the run-toughness question, the unit : 
allowed only 22 sacks. Pat Harlowis : 
\ coming off a disappointing season. Bruce 
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tions last season. Hurst never was beaten deep, - 


something that couldn't be said for Ricky Reynolds. 
Parcells was so concerned, he drafted Ty Law and 
Jimmy Hitchcock for depth. One of them should be a 
factor. To replace strong safety Harlon Barnett, Ter- 
ry Ray should fill the bill. Myron Guyton anticipates 
well at free safety andis a heavy hitter. Grade: A 
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SPECIAL TEAMS Pat O'Neill responded witha : 
41.2 average as a rookie in '94, while placekicker : 
Matt Bahr turned back the clock, converting 27 


Bs. of 34 field goals and a perfect 36 on extra : 
points. Bahr has been active since 1979, simply : 


game. Grade: B 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Bob Kraft 
has given Parcells all the freedom 
he desired and hasn't forced him 
to be friendlier with the New 
England press corps. Parcells 
doesn't figure to coach more 
ma thantwo more seasons, sothe 
Super Bowl drive is very 
meaningful for this two-time 
winner. Grade: A 


SPORT RATING: A 
», 1995 PREDICTED 
RECORD: 11-5 


Seemingly born witha 
flair-for the dramatic, 


\ the making, has the Pats 
thinking Super Bowl. 
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amazing. Kevin Lee should spice up the return 


Bledsoe, a superstar in : 
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lar seasons. Fryar can still run by defenders and usually 
wins any jump balls. If he doesn’t have 70 receptions, it's 
a bad season. O.J. McDuffie will replace the departed 
Mark Ingram. McDuffie is faster but not as sure-handed. 
From Arizona, Gary Clark and Randal “Thrill” Hill can still 
stretch a defense. Pittsburgh’s Eric Green was the major 
offensive acquisition and could become a 65-catch tight 
end (63 in’93). Green, unlike Keith Jackson, also will 
block. Grade: B 
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OFFENSIVE LINE The Dolphins enter training camp 
with two right-side worries: 1) Can guard Bert Weidner re- 
turn from knee surgery; and 2) Will tackle Ron Heller sud- 
denly lose it at age 32? As a precaution, youngster Chris 
Gray has been penciled infor Weidner. Taking no 
chances, Miami's first two draft choices were offensive 
linemen. Tim Ruddy will replace Jeff Dellenbach, which 
won't be an easy task. The left side remains solidly intact 
with Richmond Webb and Keith Sims. If Weidner and 
Heller can play, Marino probably will enjoy another 17- 
sack season. Grade: B+ 


DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Tim Bowens 
brought some beef to the front four last season, but this 
group stillcan be steamrolled. Jeff Cross and Marco 
Coleman are ends who think rush first and lack the mus- 
cle to stuff the run. Chicago's Trace Armstrong, who will 
rotate with Coleman, fits the same mold. Bryan Cox might 
be a verbal headache to officials and fans, but he can flat- 
| out play, again leading the team in tackles with 147. Shu- 
la wouldn't tolerate him otherwise. Dwight Hollier and 
Aubrey Beavers are both weak-side linebackers, which 








: Throwing caution to the wind, Marino tossed 30 | makes them vulnerable to power running games. 
: TD passes, bouncing back froma major injury. | Grade: 
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SECONDARY Troy Vincent missed three games and 
1995 OVERVIEW On paper, the Dolphins appear to be | Played hurtin two others and still intercepted five passes 
improved, although they're thin at receiver and Don Shula | last season. Vincent is Miami's best two-way performer: 
(338 career victories) is counting on an injury-plagued | he enjoys forcing the run. Louis Oliver returns after a stint 
backfield to return intact. Whether they can repeatas | in Cincinnati. Gene Atkins and Michael Stewart think more 
Eastern champions will be gauged early when the Dol- | like linebackers than safeties and lack the speed to recov- 
phins travel to New England Sept. 10. They swept the Pa- | @f when beaten deep. J.B. Brown continues to improve, 
triots last season, something that won'thappen this year. | 4nd ex-Packer Terrell Buckley will be there in case he 

doesn't. Miami is holding a spot open for Deion Sanders, 
QUARTERBACK Dan Marino never looked back last | Who would seriously upgrade this unit. Grade: B- 
season, playing in pain most of the year after having bone 
spurs removed from his ankle and Achilles tendon | SPECIAL TEAMS For the third consecutive season, the 
surgery. At times, Marino looked 23, not 33. Hehad the | Dolphins have changed punters. John Kidd averaged 43 
year’s top two games (473 and 431 yards) and finished | yards after the Dolphins dumped Jim Arnold last season, 
with 4,453 yards, giving him 45,173 in his career (1,830 | Outhe can suffer from the shanks. Pete Stoyanovich 
behind Fran Tarkenton). Marino can throw another 30 | ™!ssed the 48-yard field goal that would have beaten San 
touchdown passes, but will it be enough? Bernie ___ Diego and missed four tries from inside the 40-yard 
Kosar will now have Dan McGwire looking over y line. Starting receiver McDuifie will attempt to re- 
his shoulder, but neither can carry the loadif AiG ® turn punts and kicks. Grade: B 
Marino goes down. Grade: A 
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me’ Huizenga, the chairman of Blockbuster En- 
\\ tertainment and owner of Florida's Marlins 
| and Panthers, will be the first to break 
the multisport owner guidelines. His 
| agents did have preliminary negotia- 


=)  \ COACHING/MANAGEMENT Wayne 
RUNNING BACK Terry Kirby and Keith 3 
Byars and their repaired knees are sup- 
posed to be ready for training camp. 
Byars, who had total reconstruction, might \ \ 
be out until mid-August. Bernie Parmalee BY J N 
picked up the slack last season, but without imet/ = “S@\¥) tions with Jimmy Johnson last sea- 
Byars, 32, as a safety valve, Marino didn't > &.—— ea Son, but such a switch now seems to 
have a short-yardage option. Kirbyusedtoexplode | be a dead issue. Shula stillis in 
through holes. The question remains: Will these two charge and may continue to work as long as he wins. 
maintain their quickness? Irving Spikes may prove valu- | Grade: B+ 
able again this season. Grade: B 





SPORT RATING: B+ 
RECEIVERS Irving Fryar had two consecutive spectacu- | 1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 10-6 
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Ir You Never THouGut 
Or Your Cup As Tue Mitrrary Wer, 


THINK /AGAIN. 


Now is the perfect 
time to think about what 
the military has to offer. a cally advanced organizations 


Today's military is one of the 















most sophisticated and technologi- 
Although the in the world. 
military is getting 
smaller, the 
Armed Forces 
Still need to 
recruit almost 
400,000 young 
men and women 
for Active and Reserve 
positions each year. 


As in the past, the 
opportunities and 
rewards for joining 
— the military will 
continue. 

So, if you 
know a smart, 

ambitious high 

school graduate who's 


Education, training, \ eal determined to make the 
and job experience are J = 3 «most of the future, maybe 


he or she is the military 
type after all. 


US. Armeb Forces 


ARMY ¥ NAVY ¥%& AIR FORCE 
MARINES ¥%& COAST GUARD 


important parts of the plan "a 
to restructure today’s 
Armed Forces. They are ) 
also exactly what tomorrow's \ 

employers will be seeking. 
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1995 OVERVIEW Many believe the words of the Colts’ = 
Bill Tobin: “I certainly think we are contenders. We are in > 
the thick of things.” Indianapolis swept the Bills last sea- © 
son, the first time that's happened since 1980, and 

should have beaten Miami twice. Plus, they had alotof | | 


bad luck on defense and played without a bona fide 
quarterback, Craig Erickson’s arrival could mean the 
playoffs. 


QUARTERBACK Erickson just missed a 3,000-yard 


season with Tampa Bay last year, and his style ideally | | 


suits this ball-control offense. Erickson completed 56 
percent of his attempts, his average gain of 7.32 second 
only to Steve Young's in the NFC. Erickson handled ad- 
versity well and is strong-willed. He's never played with 
this much pro talent either. There is no question he'll win 
the job from Jim Harbaugh if the playing field is even, in 
spite of Harbaugh’s improvement since leaving Chica- 
go. Grade: C 


RUNNING BACKS Marshall Faulk lived up to expecta- 
tions by posting 1,804 total yards from scrimmage, the 
fourth-highest total ever by a rookie, Faulk’s impact was 
staggering. In the four seasons prior to his arrival, the 
Colts averaged 76 rushing yards a game; last year, that 
average zoomed to 129. Rookie Zack Crockett is a clone 
of current fullback Roosevelt Potts. Potts had along run 


of 52 yards from scrimmage, same as Faulk’s. Grade: A- | 


RECEIVERS New offensive coordinator Lindy Infante 
likes the possession-passing game, but he'll have to 
change to implement the talents of Willie “Flipper” An- 
derson. The ex-Ram epitomizes the home run hitter: He 
may get the big score, but he drops his share of passes 
and never has been fond of the middle. Sean Dawkins 
and Floyd Turner are physical receivers, unlike Ander- 
son. They combined for 11 touchdowns and 103 recep- 


tions last season. Dawkins has the skills to be a great 


one. Free agency cost them Kerry Cash, and replace- 
ment Ed West is a better blocker than receiver. Grade: C 


OFFENSIVE LINE Free agency has paid off. Left tackle 
Will Wolford and center Kirk Lowdermilk started all 16 
games and were big reasons why the Colts yielded 
only 28 sacks and broughttherushinggame | 
from last to fourth overall. Wolford still ~~ 
dominates the best pass rushers despite 
tender shoulders. Right guard Joe 
Staysniak has good feet and pulls 

well. Zefross Moss, who signed with 

Detroit, will be replaced by Cecil Gray. 


quate player, and there is nooneto 
push. Grade: B- 





DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS For ~~ 
the third consecutive year, defensive tackle Steve Emt- 
man suffered a season-ending injury. The Colts aren't 
counting on his return, which explains the first-round se- 
lection of Ellis Johnson, Johnson will start immediately. 
But if Emtman returns, the Colts are loaded. Tony Mc- 
Coy and Tony Siragusa combined for 11 sacks last sea- 
son, plus there’s Bernard Whittington. Ex-Packer Tony 
Bennett led the Colts with nine sacks despite missing 
action with neck problems. Trev Alberts appears to be 
over his elbow problems, meaning he'll be the strong- 
side linebacker. Quentin Coryatt lines up on the weak 
side, a more natural position for his exceptional quick- 
ness. Jeff Herrod is the perfect man inthe middle, 
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Harbaugh (pictured) has made strides, but now 
must take a backseat to newcomer Erickson. 


recording 54 double-digit tackle games. Grade: B+ 


| SECONDARY This young, aggressive group found its 


niche last season when Ray Buchanan moved to left 

cornerback for seven games and promptly intercepted 

seven passes, returning three for touchdowns. With his 

contract resolved, free safety Jason Belser should be a 

man possessed, allowing David Tate to roam and 
pick his spots. Eugene Daniel edges Ashley 

». Ambrose for the other cornerback spot. 
=~) Grade: B 


SPECIAL TEAMS Kicker Dean Biasucci 
may own the club's all-time scoring 
== record with 783 points, but Mike Cofer 
\\ A\ | || figures to be the placekicker. Biasucc! 
) 4 \\\ ||| missed eight field goals last season. 
.S\\)) Bill Tobin signed an old Chicago draft 

——’ choice in Chris Gardocki, who had the 
worst average in the NFC last season. Gardocki blamed 
the coaches. Ronald Humphrey has the speed to go all 
the way with any kick. Grade; B- 


COACHING/MANAGEMENT Ted Marchibroda must 
deal with Bill Tobin's brother, Vince, as his defensive co- 
ordinator, and now Lindy Infante as his offensive coordi- 
nator. Neither was Ted's choice. So the Colts better 


| start fast because there are two interim coaches in the 


wings. Grade: B- 


SPORT RATING: 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 9-7 


1995 OVERVIEW Rich Stadium no longer is a sell- 
out haven, but great players win the big games, and 
Buffalo still has Jim Kelly, Bruce Smith, Andre Reed 
and Thurman Thomas. It's a good sign that there are 
only four other starters over 30 years old. After Kelly 
suffered a December knee injury, the Bills lost their 
last three games to finish 7-9, their first sub-.500 
season since 1987. Owner Ralph Wilson 

could become impatient with coach Marv ) 
Levy, who was forced to hire Wade 
Phillips as defensive coordinator. 


personnel juggling. Corbin Lacina and Ostroski will 
open at guard; Lacina has a future. This is Hull's final 
season, and he’s surviving on his wits. Grade: D 


















































DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS Buffalo allowed 
356 points last season and never sustained a pass 
rush outside of Bruce Smith. And Smith, who forced 
five fumbles and posted 10 sacks, can expect more 
~ double- andtriple-teams. Phillips decided to 
~, leave Cornelius Bennett on the open side, 
~@ Stacking him behind Smith. Darryl Talley, a 

“> powerful leader, is gone, meaning young 
—.»,) Sam Rogers must deliver immediately. To 
f help Smith, ex-Cowboy Jim Jeffcoat will play 
opposite him on passing downs. Ted 
Washington anchors the nose. Phil 
| Hansen is better against the run than 
the pass. The weak-side pass rusher 
< z| is high-priced Bryce Paup, the former 
=~ Packer who simply can’t muscle tight 
ends. Grade: B+ 


QUARTERBACK At335, Kelly 
feels he played well last season, 
and the numbers prove it. He com- 
pleted 73.4 percent of his attempts 
in the first quarter, had the fourth- 
best third-down conversion rate, 
and was the NFL’s seventh-rated ; 
passer. Kelly averaged 222 yards == 
passing per game, better than Troy Aikman. ‘Kelly 
still has the power and touch to go deep, but can he 
really play 16 games after reconstructive knee 
surgery and nagging shoulder injuries? Grade: B+ 


SECONDARY For the past two seasons, the sec- 
ondary has gotten younger and more porous, and 
obviously is a huge concern. Strong safety Henry 
Jones is the lone veteran. Thomas Smith and Jeff 
Burris will start at the corners, with Matt Darby edg- 
ing Kurt Schulz at free safety. Burris plays the ball 
well, but is a natural safety. Greg Evans and Filme! 
Johnson will compete for a nickel-back role. 
Grade: C- 


RUNNING BACKS Siatistically, Thomas is coming 
off his worst season since 1988, whenhe wasa 
rookie. He had 1,442 total yards, more than 600 be- 
low his career best. Thomas will be aiming for his 
seventh straight 1,000-yard rushing season. Incon- 
sistent line play and some lopsided scores reduced 
Thurman's role last season. The organization hopes 
Yonel Jourdain can assume a backup role and that 
Nate Turner presses fullback Carwell Gananen 
Grade: A 


SPECIAL TEAMS Everything begins 
with Steve Tasker, the consummate 
. coverage man who seems pos- 
-%. sessed in the open field. Steve 
.. Christie opened last season 
\\ with 17 straight field goals 
~ and finished 24 of 28, nailing 
\\both of his 50-yard attempts. 

, Chris Mohr, a proven bad- 
ie ~ weather punter, improved 
..' but only has seven touch- 
~ backs in two seasons. Jour- 
dain and Burris both ranked 
among the top 10 returners. 
Grade: C- 


RECEIVERS Two youngsters, tight end Lon- 
nie Johnson and wide receiver Russell 
Copeland, must raise their playing level for Buf- 
falo to be a playoff team. Johnson is faster than | 
the departed Pete Metzelaars, but can he catch 
50 passes? Copeland has only one career - 
touchdown and 34 NFLreceptions, 
putting the burden squarely on Reed. 
Reed had only three drops last sea- 
son when he earned his seventh 
straight Pro Bowl vacation after 
catching 90 passes for1,303 
yards. Bucky Brooks must prove 
he can be a tough guy. Grade: B- 


COACHING/MAN- 
AGEMENT Acou- 
ple of public-rela- 
” tions gaffes last sea- 
Y” son: GM John Butler 
barred the press from post- 
yP season interviews, and 
Thomas berated some young 
y fans. Levy is a grand guy and solid 
- coach, but he’s a season shy of 70. 
Grade: B 


OFFENSIVE LINE Three spots 
are filled: center Kent Hull, left #4 
tackle John Fina and right @ 
tackle Glenn Parker. No. 1 
pick Rueben Brown will be 
given every opportunity 
to start at guard, prob- 
ably atright guard for 
Jerry Ostroski./ | 
Brown gives Buffalo fk 
some depth be- 
cause Steve Hoy- | 
am is close to start- | 
ing. Corey Louchiey | 
stillisn’t ready to \ 
play tackle. Without | 
question, thereisa | 
possibility of some © 
















SPORT RATING: C 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 7-9 









The lone rusher, Bruce Smith 
anchors the Bills’ defense and 
continues to excel despite 
double- and triple-teams. 
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- or Orlando Parker. 
: Grade:D 


1995 OVERVIEW Thereis alot of sympathy in the New | OFFENSIVE LINE Three starters were lost during free 
York area for owner Leon Hess, who said last January: | agency, and the only notable replacement is North- 
“I’m 80 years old. | want results now. I've waited 25 | western guard Matt O'Dwyer, a talented rookie. But 
years.” Hess fired Pete Carroll because, like Bruce | how can anyone build a line around a rookie? In fact, 
Coslet before him, his team faded in December (0-5). A | the two returnees, left guard Roger Duffy and right tack- 
lot of pieces are gone from last season, and no one, not | le Siupeli Malamala, are just average blockers, though 


even Rich Kotite, can prevent another disaster. tenacious and good on their feet. A lot will be asked of 
former reserves Matt Willig, Everett Mclver and Ter- 
QUARTERBACK These days, Boomer rence Wisdom. Grade: C 


Esiason, 34, talks better than he 
plays. Kotite won't hesitate, ei- DEFENSIVE LINE/LINEBACKERS This bunch 
ther, to jerk Boomer for Bubby \ might wina Big Guy's 4x100 relay. Linebackers 
Brister, the backup he brought je Ss Y » Marvin Jones, Mo Lewis, Bobby Houston and rook- 














along from Philadelphia who ie defensive lineman Hugh Douglass representa 
owns a career 54 percent very quick group. Someone will break free and dis- 
completion average. Esiason 3 ‘ rupt opposing offenses, helping the Jets im- 
was the eighth-rated AFC = war \Fi prove on last season's dismal 29-sack total. 

starter last season, passing for ) \{ Lewis and Jones combined for more than 200 
2,782 yards and 17 touchdowns. : \\i tackles last season, and both rundown 
Butin critical situations, he fal- (iam | backs. Jones has the potential to be super. 

tered. For example, Esiasoncom- ~ =~ Tony Casillas and Donald Evans should cre- 

pleted only 24 percent of his 87 third-and- -long at- | ate enough pressure up front to free Douglass, who 
tempts. By comparison, rival Dan Marino clicked on 43 | could play weak-side defensive end. Houston can dom- 
percent. Esiason can point fingers, but he’s lostsome | inate most tight ends. Grade: B- 

zip. Grade: C 


——— 





SECONDARY Three-fourths of the starting sec- 
ondary now play for the Chiefs, leaving only 




































RUNNING BACKS Johnny Johnson's 90-yard run 
last season typified the Jets’ frustration; he didn't lla mm second-year cornerback Aaron Glenn. 
score. Johnson rushed for a career-high 931 \ Glenn, who was beaten when Miami's 
yards last season, but now ex-Cardinal Ron Marino faked spiking the ball last 
Moore could shove him aside. Moore, who will |. November, failed to intercept a pass in 
be 25 in November, has gained almost 1,800 A *'94, Ex-Viking Todd Scott should be 
yards in less than two full seasons. Kotite wants the strong safety, while the Jets beat out 


to play ex-49er Dexter Carter in all ecg Fe % 1c several teams for the Steelers’ Gary 
ations. Grade: C Ne > Po ee FJONeES. Jones has great closing 


ON | speed and simply didn’t get enough 
RECEIVERS The offensive de- aes ‘SS 
= 


playing time in Pittsburgh. Marcus 
sign will use a double tight-end Turner should man the other corner, 
formation because there isn't 


an experienced wide receiv- 
er onthe roster unless Rob 

Carpenter is re-signed 
this summer. Pro Bowler 4 
Rob Moore, the club’s 


4 : a while Otis Smith figures to be the nick- 
Ai ! el back. Pat Terrell rarely is around the 
7 | ball. Grade: C 


SPECIAL TEAMS Dexter Carter 
will be a huge plus on kick returns, 


offensive MVP,was & %& — A and punter Brian Hansen learned 
traded to Arizona, : ; . how to deal with the Meadowlands’ 
and Penn State's Fa “ swirling winds. Nick Lowery 
Kyle Brady was | phas lost his leg power andis 
drafted. At 6-6, pmerely'a an adequate kicker. 


260 pounds, fa J Grade: C 
Brady is anim- 
posing, sure- —™ ? COACHING/MANAGEMENT 


handed target. He could Rich Kotite, at times, did an ad- 
become as effective as Ben mirable job in Philadelphia, finish- 
Coates. His partner, Johnny ing with a 37-29 record. Dick Haley 
Mitchell, is more of adeep / did an admirable job working with the 
threat, averaging almost 13 very ill Dick Steinberg during the draft. 
yards acatch last Season. Kotite has always wanted this job—this 
Mitchell infuriates Esia- is home—so there are great expectations. 
son because he doesn't Grade: C+ 

run precise routes and 
he'lldrop some inthe 
clutch. Among the! 
holdover receivers, — 
stevie Anderson has 
more speedthan 
Ryan Yarborough 


SPORT RATING: C- 
1995 PREDICTED RECORD: 3-13 


The boom has left Esiason, who 
could receive a challenge from 
Brister to lead the Jets’ air attack. 
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Sleek LINES, SCULPTED 


aerodynamics. A powertul ENGINE 










and nimble AGILITY. 


The convertihle power inp ts made of dick Cambria 


doth to help dampen extraneous road nonse. 


The 1995 Toyota Celica GT 
Convertible. ALL-NEW from the 


Lop down. it's as BEAUTIFUL to 


: ‘ . = r Opening i as easy as refeaing hee laiches 
drive as it rs to LOOK at. lei Paces accion ere prasad 


cal ey a a7 Fry? 
URL ULE? Soul, 


Call 1-800-GO-TOYOTA 
for a BROCHURE 
and location of your 


All traces of Celica GT Convertibles 
NEAREST DEALER. power top vanish under the boot. 


>) TOYOTA CELICA 


| Love What You Do For Me 


me Poi Slo Sales, USA. Lee. oe kle ll 1), Lo tt bee thie wh love san 





SUNDAY, SEPT.3 


ARIZONA AT WASHINGTON 

CAROLINA AT ATLANTA 

CINCINNATI AT INDIANAPOLIS 
CLEVELAND AT NEW ENGLAND 
DETROIT AT PITTSBURGH 
HOUSTONATJACKSONVILLE 
KANSAS CITY ATSEATTLE __ 
MINNESOTAATCHICAGO __ 

NEW YORK JETS AT MIAMI. 

SAN DIEGO AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
SAN FRANCISCO AT NEW ORLEANS 
ST. LOUIS AT GREEN BAY 

TAMPA BAY AT PHILADELPHIA 
BUFFALO AT DENVER _ 
MONDAY, SEPT. 4 


DALLAS AT NEW YORK GIANTS 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 10 


ATLANTA AT SAN FRANCISCO 
CAROLINA AT BUFFALO 

DENVER AT DALLAS _ 

DETROIT AT MINNESOTA 
INDIANAPOLIS AT NEW YORK JETS 
JACKSONVILLE AT CINCINNATI 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT WASHINGTON 
MIAMI AT NEW ENGLAND 

NEW ORLEANS AT ST.LOUIS 

NEW YORK GIANTS AT KANSAS CITY 
PITTSBURGH AT HOUSTON 

SEATTLE AT SAN DIEGO 

TAMPA BAY AT CLEVELAND 
PHILADELPHIA AT ARIZONA 


MONDAY, SEPT. 11 
GREEN BAY AT CHICAGO 





SUNDAY, SEPT. 17 


ARIZONA AT DETROIT 

ATLANTA AT NEW ORLEANS 
CHICAGO AT TAMPA BAY 
CINCINNATI AT SEATTLE 
CLEVELAND AT HOUSTON 
INDIANAPOLIS AT BUFFALO _ 
JACKSONVILLE AT NEW YORK JETS 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT KANSAS CITY 
NEW ENGLAND AT SAN FRANCISCO 
NEW YORK GIANTS AT GREEN BAY 
SAN DIEGO AT PHILADELPHIA 

ST. LOUIS AT CAROLINA _ 
WASHINGTON AT DENVER 

DALLAS AT MINNESOTA 
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| OPEN DATE: BUFFALO, CARO 
| ENGLAND, SEATTLE 
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MONDAY, SEPT.18___ rs 

PITTSBURGH AT MIAMI 9:00 

i : A 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 24 © a 
ARIZONA AT DALLAS 3:00 
CHICAGO AT ST. LOUIS 12:00 
DENVER AT SAN DIEGO 1:00 
HOUSTON AT CINCINNATI 4:00 
KANSAS CITY AT CLEVELAND 4:00 
MINNESOTA AT PITTSBURGH 1:00 
NEW ORLEANS AT NEW YORK GIANTS 1:00 
NEW YORK JETSAT ATLANTA 4:00 
PHILADELPHIA AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS ! 1:00 
WASHINGTON AT TAMPA BAY 1:00 
GREEN BAY AT JACKSONVILLE 8:00 
MONDAY, SEPT. 25 








SAN FRANCISCO AT DETROIT 





995 NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE SCHEDULE 


MONDAY, OCT. 16 : : 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT DENVER _ 7:00 


OPEN DATE: CINCINNATI, CLEVELAND, HOUSTON, PITTSBURGH 





SUNDAY, OCT. 1 = 
DALLAS ATWASHINGTON _ 
































DENVERATSEATTLE___ - 
JACKSONVILLE AT HOUSTON = 
KANSAS CITY AT ARIZONA. THURSDAY, OCT. 19 iii eck 
DEEL Mom arate aara ——— CINCINNATIAT PITTSBURGH 8:00 
NEW ENGLANI T . 
NEW YORKGIANTSATSANFRANCISCO __ SUNDAY, OCT, 22 —— 
PHILADELPHIA AT NEW ORLEANS ATLANTA AT TAMPA BAY 1:00 
SANDIEGO ATPITTSBURGH DETROIT AT WASHINGTON _ ___1:00 
ST. LOUIS AT INDIANAPOLIS —- SS HOUSTON ATCHICAGO ___ ¥ 12:00 
TAMPA BAY AT CAROLINA _ INDIANAPOLIS AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 1:00 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT NEW YORK JETS _ JACKSONVILLE AT CLEVELAND 1:00 
MON NDAY, OCT.?2 KANSAS CITY AT DENVER__ tell = 2:00 
MIAMI AT NEW YORK JETS __ _ a eer 
BUFFALO AT CLEVELAND _ MINNESOTA AT GREEN BAY ss Ni 
OPEN DATE: CHICAGO, DETROIT, GREEN BAY. MINNESOTA NEW ORLEANS AT CAROLINA 4:00 
| SANDIEGOATSEATTLE eee 2090 
SANFRANCISCOATST.LOUIS  ———_—__—_—w—s_— i“ 00 
MONDAY, OCT. 23 : 
SUNDAY, OCT. 8 BUFFALOATNEWENGLAND —_- ee 
ARIZONA AL NEW VORIGLANES OPEN DATE: ARIZONA, DALLAS, NEW YORK GIANTS, PHILADELPHIA 
CAROLINA AT CHICAGO — 
CINCINNATIAT TAMPA BAY _ es 
CLEVELAND ATDETROIT _ 
GREEN BAY AT DALLAS __ 
HOUSTON:AT MINNESOTA = SUNDAY, OCT. 29 
INDIANAPOLIS AT MIAMI = ae BUFFALOATMIAM] —s—| - 4:00 
NEW YORK JETS AT BUFFALO —— CAROLINAAT NEW ENGLAND _ Se eS 
PITTSBURGH AT JACKSONVILLE mis CLEVELAND AT CINCINNATI 1:00 
SEATTLE AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS ; DALLAS ATATLANTA _ 1:00 
WASHINGTON AT PHILADELPHIA GREEN BAY AT DETROIT _ 60 
DENVER AT NEW ENGLAND = JACKSONVILLE AT PITTSBURGH __ 1:00 
MONDAY, OCT. 9 | NEWORLEANSATSANFRANCISCO i200 
NEWYORKJETSATINDIANAPOLIS ss ——“—‘WCCCC~* 0 
SAN DIEGO ATKANSASCITY 8:00 | SEATTLEAT ARIZONA _ ‘ . 9-00 
OPEN DATE: ATLANTA, NEW ORLEANS, . ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO ST.LOUISATPHILADELPHIA. Mie 
| TAMPA BAY AT HOUSTON | 
| NEWYORK GIANTS AT WASHINGTON ___ eee 
MONDAY, OCT, 30 
THURSDAY, OCT, 12 CHICAGO ATMINNESOTA __ 8:00 
| : OPEN DATE: DENVER, KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES RAIDERS, SAN 
ATLANTAATST.LOUIS __ Aly ee Sek Sts 
SUNDAY, OCT. 15 | 
CHICAGO ATJACKSONVILLE mes 4:00 | 
DALLAS ATSAN DIEGO = ae _1:00 
DETROIT AT GREEN BAY. — __72:00 Er 
MIAMI ATNEW ORLEANS , = 3:00 | SUNDAY, NOV.5 ~ 
MINNESOTA AT TAMPA BAY _ = ___ 1:00 | ARIZONAATDENVER_____ a) ee 
NEW ENGLANDATKANSASCITY __ ; —— 12:00 | BUFFALOATINDIANAPOLIS __ OO — es Fi 
NEWYORK JETSATCAROLINA 2 el ___ 4:00 
PHILADELPHIAATNEWYORKGIANTS se 1:00 | 
SANFRANCISCOATINDIANAPOLIS —__ a). 42:00 
SEATTLE AT BUFFALO ___1:00 | | 
WASHINGTON ATARIZONA _ “am 1:00 : : a. = 


, > ‘I love what you do for me. 
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CAROLINA AT SAN FRANCISCO 
DETROIT AT ATLANTA 

GREEN BAY AT MINNESOTA 
HOUSTON AT CLEVELAND 

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT CINCINNATI 
NEW ENGLAND AT NEW YORK JETS 
NEW YORK GIANTS AT SEATTLE 
PITTSBURGH AT CHICAGO 

ST. LOUIS AT NEW ORLEANS 
WASHINGTON AT KANSAS CITY 
MIAMI AT SAN DIEGO. 


MONDAY, NOV.6 


PHILADELPHIA AT DALLAS 
OPEN DATE: JACKSONVILLE, TAMPA BAY 














SUNDAY, NOV. 12 


ATLANTAAT BUFFALO 
CAROLINA AT ST. LOUIS 
CHICAGO AT GREEN BAY 
CINCINNATI AT HOUSTON 
INDIANAPOLIS AT NEW ORLEANS 
KANSAS CITY AT SAN DIEGO 

LOS ANGELES AT NEW YORK GIANTS 
MINNESOTA AT ARIZONA _ 

NEW ENGLAND AT MIAMI 

SAN FRANCISCO AT DALLAS - 
SEATTLE AT JACKSONVILLE 
TAMPA BAY AT DETROIT 

DENVER AT PHILADELPHIA 


MONDAY, NOV. 13 


CLEVELAND AT PITTSBURGH 
OPEN DATE: NEW YORK JETS, WASHINGTON 











SUNDAY, NOV. 19 


8:00 














ARIZONAAT CAROLINA 
BUFFALO AT NEW YORK JETS 
DALLAS AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
DETROITATCHICAGO 

GREEN BAY AT CLEVELAND 
INDIANAPOLIS AT NEW ENGLAND _ 
JACKSONVILLE AT TAMPA BAY 
NEW ORLEANS AT MINNESOTA 4 
NEW YORK GIANTS AT PHILADELPHIA = 
PITTSBURGH AT CINCINNATI 

SAN DIEGO AT DENVER 

SEATTLE AT WASHINGTON 

ST.LOUIS AT ATLANTA _ 

HOUSTON AT KANSAS CITY _ 


MONDAY, NOV. 20 
SAN FRANCISCO AT MIAMI | 


TA2SPORTIAUGUST 19:95 


THURSDAY, NOV. 23 


KANSAS CITY AT DALLAS 
MINNESOTA AT DETROIT 


SUNDAY, NOV. 26 


ATLANTAATARIZONA 
CHICAGO AT NEW YORK GIANTS 
CINCINNATI AT JACKSONVILLE 
DENVER AT HOUSTON __ 

MIAMI AT INDIANAPOLIS_ 

NEW ENGLAND AT BUFFALO 
NEW YORK JETSAT SEATTLE _ 
PHILADELPHIA AT WASHINGTON 
PITTSBURGH AT CLEVELAND 
ST. LOUIS AT SAN FRANCISCO _ 
TAMPA BAY AT GREEN BAY __ 
CAROLINA AT NEW ORLEANS __ 


MONDAY, NOV. 27 





= 


LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT SAN DIEGO 











1995 NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE SCHEDULE 


NEW YORK JETS AT HOUSTON __ ‘ 12:00 
SAN DIEGO AT INDIANAPOLIS 4:00 
TAMPA BAY AT CHICAGO 12:00 
WASHINGTON AT ST. LOUIS 12:00 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS AT SEATTLE 5:00 


| MONDAY, DEC. 18 
MINNESOTA AT SAN FRANCISCO . 6:00 
























THURSDAY, NOV, 30. 
NEW YORK GIANTS AT ARIZONA 
SUNDAY, DEC, 3 


ATLANTAAT MIAMI 
CINCINNATI AT GREEN BAY _ a a he i Pe 
CLEVELAND AT SAN DIEGO : 
HOUSTON AT PITTSBURGH 

INDIANAPOLIS AT CAROLINA 
JACKSONVILLE AT DENVER 

KANSAS CITY AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
NEW ORLEANS ATNEWENGLAND__ 
PHILADELPHIA AT SEATTLE 

ST. LOUIS AT NEW YORK JETS 

TAMPA BAY AT MINNESOTA 


Se 





SATURDAY, DEC. 23 


| DETROIT AT TAMPA BAY — : 4:00 
SAN DIEGO AT NEW YORK GIANTS = 12:30 
NEW ENGLANDATINDIANAPOLIS 0 


SUNDAY, DEC. 24 
CAROLINA AT WASHINGTON = 4:00 





WASHINGTON AT DALLAS 

BUFFALO AT SAN FRANCISCO _ —— 09 | CLEVELANDAT JACKSONVILLE 4200 
DENVER AT LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 1:00 

MONDAY, DEC. 4 : HOUSTON AT BUFFALO = 1:00 

CHICAGO AT DETROIT MIAMI AT ST. LOUIS : 2:00 


MINNESOTAAT CINCINNATI : ; 1:00 
NEW ORLEANS AT NEW YORK JETS __17:00 


WE 44 4 5 PHILADELPHIA AT CHICAGO 12:00 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


ARIZONA AT SAN DIEGO | : 
CLEVELAND AT MINNESOTA 


SUNDAY, DEC. 10 
BUFFALOAT ST.LOUIS 


CHICAGO AT CINCINNATI. | 
DALLAS AT PHILADELPHIA __ 








POSTSEASON 


SATURDAY, DEC. 30 

AFC AND NFC WILD CARD PLAYOFFS 
SUNDAY, DEC. 31 

AFC AND NFC WILD CARD PLAYOFFS 
SATURDAY, JAN. 6 

AFC AND NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
SUNDAY, JAN. 7 

AFC AND NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
SUNDAY, JAN. 14 

AFC AND NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 





ee 














MONDAY, DEC. 17 | 
KANSAS GITY AT MIAMI 















SATURDAY, DEC. 16 


GREEN BAY AT NEW ORLEANS 
NEW ENGLAND AT PITTSBURGH 


SUNDAY, DEC. 17 


ARIZONA AT PHILADELPHIA 
ATLANTA AT CAROLINA 
CINCINNATI AT CLEVELAND 
DENVER AT KANSAS CITY 
JACKSONVILLE AT DETROIT 
MIAMI AT BUFFALO 
NEW YORK GIANTS AT DALLAS. 


at mi > 








SUPER BOWL XXX 


| SUNDAY, JAN. 28 


AT SUN DEVIL STADIUM, TEMPE, ARIZ. 


CP) TOYOTA 


“I love what you do for me: 

















—— 





Call 1-800)-GO-POYOTA for.a brochure and the location of your nearest dealer. 
Tey remireds you to Treod Light/s™” on public and prvvatr land. *USAC-cortified atteltration, braking and crane 
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USC APPEARS PRIMED 
FOR A RETURN 10 
GLORY, BUT NOT 
WITHOUT A HARD 
PUSH FROM FLORIDA 
OTATE AND NEBRASKA 
BY CRAIG ELLENPOR? 


It's been a year for sports nos- 
talgiain Los Angeles. UCLA 
turned back the clock during the 
spring, evoking memories of 


| s 
ij | | | a, 
7 Rs A ! 
' —_—., . == Kens . ' 





John Wooden and Lew Alcindor : 
as the Bruins won the NCAA = 
basketball tournament. Now it’s £ 
USC's turn. : 

It's time for the Trojans to re- 
gain their place atop the college 
football world. John Robinson 
led USC to anational champi- 
onship in 1978. Entering the 
third season of his second stint 
as head coach ofthe Trojans, 
he’s got ateam that can doit 
again. 
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dismantling of Texas Techin 


the pieces coming together. 


straight 100- -yard games, in- 

cluding the Cotton Bowl, in 
which he grabbed eight passes for 222 
yards and three TDs. 

“| think for the players, anything short 
of anational championship would be 
pretty disappointing,” says Brad Otton, 
who still is neck-and-neck for the starting 
quarterback job with Kyle Wachholtz. 
Quarterback is one of the only unsettled 
spots for the Trojans, but Otton and 
Wachholtz both are highly touted 
prospects who have been in the program 
awhile. And whichever one does start, 
he'llspend plenty of time handing off to 


Shawn Walters (team-leading 976 yards + 
; left tackle Chris Dishman is the next great. 


in '94) and sophomore phenom Delon 


Washington. “We're not going to put un- | 


due pressure on ourselves, but we're not 
just setting our goals on the Rose Bowl,” 
says Otton. “We want to win the national 
championship.” 

USC's talent gives them a chance to 
do that, and so does the schedule. The 
Trojans should be 6-0 before traveling to 
South Bend on Oct. 21 for what could be 
the most important USC-Notre Dame 
game in years. 

Keep an eye on defensive end Israel 
lfeanyi, a6-5, 250-pound pass-rushing 
monster who came to America four years 
ago from Lagos, Nigeria. He's still grow- 
ing as a football player, but just point him 
to the quarterback and he'll wreak havoc. 









FLORIDASTATE Ifthe AP 
‘voters agree with the Football 
Vriters Association of America, 
-lorida State will open the sea- 
in ranked No. 1 for the fourth 
nein school history. 

The Seminoles are coming 
Off their NCAA-record eighth 
Straight top-five finish. They've 
got archrival Miami at home this year (in 
fact, if you include the season opener 
against Duke in Orlando, Florida State is 
“home” for six of its first seven games). 
They've got an experienced quarterback 
in senior Danny Kanell. And they've got 
one of the nation’s biggest game-break- 
ers in little Warrick Dunn, who rushed for 
1,026 yards in ‘94 and caught 34 passes 
to boot. The 5-9, 178-pound junior 
should be a front-runner for the Heisman 
Trophy. 


The defense loses impact players in | 


Derrick Alexander, Derrick Brooks and 
three good defensive backs. The key de- 
fender to watch now is tackle Orpheus 


cn te oT * ; = ; — Ant 
76 wr ks Td iA J = U = | | i! 


the Cotton Bowl, you could see : 






There are some serious ath- :_ 
letes on this Trojans squad, be- * 

zinning with wide receiver + 
<eyshawn Johnson, who end- $ 
ed the’ 94 season with eight - 


: go with his creat name. 


NEBRASKA “Of all the teams 


ABC Sports college football gu- 
rl seith Jackson, “Nebraska 
Joes it the best.” 








4 pices that mean the Corn- 
’ huskers can repeat as national 
champs after so many years of 
falling short? Perhaps Tom Osborne de- 
serves more than just one title to make up 
for all the near-misses, 


: borne’s biggest problem will be keeping 
: two quarterbacks—Tommie Frazier and 


: Brook Berringer—satisfied. Frazier, who | 


- Came back from a problem with blood 
- clotsinhisright leg last season to be 


- named MVP of the Orange Bowl, should © 


* be the starter. |-back Lawrence Phillips is 
- the nation’s leading returning rusher anda 
* serious Heisman candidate. Center Aaron 
Graham is a potential All-American, and 


- Huskers lineman. 


to another undefeated reqular season. 


AUBURN The Tigers have an 








you know what? Terry Bowden 
C eserves it. Bowden took over a 
loundering programin 1993 
and steered it through two years 
, ‘of probation with a glimmering 


game. It willdo both. 

The schedule practically hands Auburn 
nine wins, and the only two challenges— 
Florida and Alabama—both are at home. 


offense should make up for that. 
Tailback Stephen Davis could be ready 


as acoach,” says Bowden. Davis rushed 
for 1,263 yards and 13 touchdowns in '94, 
Left tackle Willie Anderson (6-6, 306) 
will pave the way for Davis and help pro- 
tect quarterback Patrick Nix. Although Nix 
is areturning starter, some of the coaches 


Dameyune Craig. 


PENN STATE Without quarter- 
_ back Kerry Collins, running back 
Ki- pana Carter and tight end Kyle 
srady, the Nittany Lions may not 









per game, as they did last season, 


in America that reload,” says : 


As always, the talentis there. Os- | 





The Cornhuskers won't break a sweat 
until they play at Colorado in the eighth 
game of the season. After that, onlyahome + 
game against Oklahoma poses any threat — 


a 
_= 


ss. 


easy schedule this season, and ° 


20-1-1 record. Now Auburnis : 
eligible to win the SEC title and go to abowl : 


are even more excited about backup : 


but they'll score enough to get : 


USC Even before USC's 55-14 + Roye, who's gota great frame (6-4,275)to » back to the Rose Bowl—and maybe play 


USC for the national championship. 
Holdovers from the potent '94 offense 


* include four starting offensive linemen and 


es cat cocecbd ceCUcs acai cdc ei vecuedavucccateesevnce . 


to follow in Bo Jackson's footsteps and win 3 
the Heisman. “His size, speed and ability : 
as a package may be the best | have seen 
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perhaps the best pair of receivers in the 
nation—Freddie Scott and Biletnikoff 
Award winner Bobby Engram. Thetwo 
combined for 99 receptions, 2,002 yards 
and 16 TDs a year ago. This season, they'll 
be catching passes from Wally Richard- 
son, ajunior whom the coaches are very 
high on. 

“| think Wally can be a really good quar- 
terback,” says offensive coordinator Fran 
Ganter. “He really has a classic release. He 
gets rid of the ball as fast as anybody 
we've had around here in along time.” 

Don't worry about the running attack— 
Mike Archie and Stephen Pitts averaged 
more than five yards a pop last year. And 
don't worry about the defense—Penn 
state finished 70th in the nation in total de- 
fense last year and still went 12-0. 


TEXAS A&M “If! had to pick a 

No. 1, | might pick Texas A&M,” 

Sé ys ESPN analyst Mike 
ottfried. 














Texas A&M will finish no 
worse than 10-1 in the regular 
season, but few voters will re- 
spect the schedule (hey, it’s not 
A&M's fault the lame-duck 
Southwest Conference is so lame). “[The 
voters] are going to have to respect [the 
Aggies],” says Gottfried, “because they've 
got areally good team.” 

The Aggies—with southpaw Corey Pul- 
lig at quarterback, Heisman Trophy candi- 
date Leeland McElroy taking handoffs and 
returning kicks, and a top-five defense that 
features All-America candidates Brandon 
Mitchell and Ray Mickens—will indeed 
challenge for the national championship. 
But will they muster enough respect in the 


: polls to avoid getting shut out of the title 
The defense, except for linebacker, will re- | 
ly on some inexperienced players, but the : 


picture come New Year's day? 


NOTRE DAME Notre Dame fin- 
shed the '94 season with its tail 
between its legs, licking the 
wounds inflicted froma 41-24 
Fiesta Bowl loss to Colorado. 
‘he Fighting Irish finished with 
their worst record (6-5-1) since 
1986. 

Lou Holtz kept telling us his team 
wasn't that good. Guess he was right. But 
the Irish, who averaged 10 wins a season 
from 1987 to '93, will bounce back. Ron 
Powlus has had a year to mature at quar- 
terback, and he'll have Derrick Mayes, 
one of the best receivers in the country, as 


* atarget. Randy Kinder leads a loaded 


- backfield, and the offensive line can only 


: get better after being ravaged by injury in 


ve rage 48 points and 520 yards : 


'94. 
The defense, which allowed as many 
points last year as did Oregon State (21.7 





: iy ”) He 


vil Help you in any career, 
and ‘iibenittin life. 











Tommie Frazier (15) and the 
Cornhuskers will make a bid to 
repeat, but Danny Kanell-led 
FSU could stand in the way. 


average, tied for 36th in the nation), willbe 
young. The key for the Irish is senior defen- 
sive end Renaldo Wynn, who has the po- 
tential to be a disruptive force. 

“We have a chance to be a good foot- 
ball team,” says Holtz, “better than last 
year.” From Lou, that’s arave. 


COLORADO “There has been 
amass exodus of fantastic tal- 
ent here,” says new Colorado 
head coach Rick Neuheisel. 
That's an understatement. 
Considerthe losses: a 
Heisman Trophy winner 
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Lied Pos. Player — Year Team 
QB Scott Milanovich Sr, Maryland — 
ee #«=*FB Lawrence Phillips Jr. Nebraska 
RB Stephen Davis or. Auburn 
= WR Bobby Engram Sr. Penn State 
WR Keyshawn Johnson Sr. USC : 
Li TE Marco Battaglia Sr. Rutgers 
OT Jonathan Ogden Sr. UCLA 
be 08 JeffHartings Sr. Penn State 
C Aaron Graham Sr. Nebraska 
OC Jeff Smith Si Tennessee 
OT Willie Anderson Jr. Auburn 
= PK Michael Proctor Sr. Alabama 
KR Leeland McElroy Jr. Texas A&M 
DE Cedric Jones Sr. Oklahoma 
DT Marcus Jones Sr. North Carolina 
DT Kerry Hicks Sr. Colorado 
DE Tedy Bruschi Sr. Arizona 
OLB Simeon Rice = Sr. Illinois 
LB Ray Lewis Th 
OLB _—_—Donnie Edwards Sr. UCLA 
CB Aaron Beasley sr. West Virginia 
CB Ray Mickens Sr. Texas A&M 
S Greg Myers Sr. Colorado State 
S Lawyer Milloy Jr. Washington 
Pp John Stonehouse Sr. USC 
PR Eddie Kennison Jr. LSU 


(2,000-yard rusher Rashaan Salaam), the 
school's all-time passing leader (Kordell 
Stewart), its all-time leading receiver 
(Michael Westbrook), the Thorpe Award 
winner (cornerback Chris Hudson), a 
Butkus Award finalist (linebacker Ted 
Johnson) and the coach who built the pro- 
gram into a national power in the first place 
(Bill McCartney). 

McCartney's legacy will be that the 
Buffaloes have the ability to withstand 
those losses and still be a top-10 team. 
His top-notch recruiting will see to that, 
as will starting quarterback Koy Detmer, 
who some think is even better than his 
Heisman-winning brother, Ty. 


ee 


FLORIDA Don't look now, Steve 
Spurrier is making another quar- 
terback chanae. 

Terry Dean must still be won- 


dering how he went from Heisman : 


Trophy front-runner to second string so 
quickly. “Steve can cause trouble with all 
that waffling around,” says Keith Jackson, 
who was in the broadcasting booth last 
year to call Florida's third straight appear- 
ance in the SEC title game. The Gators will 
make it four in arow this season and con- 
tend for the national championship. 
You've just got to wonder what Spurrier 
will do with his quarterbacks. 

Junior Danny Wuerffel, who threw 18 
TD passes last year vs. nine interceptions, 
takes over for Dean. If Spurrier waffles with 
Wuerffel, expect to see Eric Kresser take 
some snaps. Sophomore tailbacks Fred 
Taylor and Elijah Williams are stars. 
Sophomore receivers Reidel Anthony and 
lke Hilliard are even bigger stars. 

Watch for opponents to run the ball 
hard at the Gators defense, which must re- 
place first-round draft picks Kevin Carter 
and Ellis Johnson along the front line. 


HEISMAN WATCH 
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OKLAHOMA Howard 
Schnellenberger sure 
icked a great time to take 
the Oklahoma job. Nine 
starters are back on offense, 
10 are back on defense, and 

aside from the Texas game, 
the Sooners’ toughest nonconference 
competition comes from San Diego State. 
Oklahoma may be ready to challenge Ne- 
braska for the Big Eight crown for the first 
time since 1987. 

“They've got plenty of talent,” says 
Jackson. “Old Tom Osborne is scared to 
death having Howard Schnellenberger in 
the conference." 

Osborne should be just as scared of 6- 
4, 288-pound defensive end Cedric Jones, 
who set a Sooners record last year with 14 
sacks. Jones leads a defense that held Ne- 
braska to a season-low 13 points in 1994. 


fewer than nine games in a season 

t since Jimmy Johnson's first year as 

coach (1984). So if new head coach Butch 

Davis so much as stubs his toe, it will be 
considered a letdown. 

Davis has kept a potentially ugly quar- 
terback controversy to a minimum (Ryan 
Collins should be the starter, but not be- 
cause of threats made by rapper Luther 
Campbell), and he promises to retain Mia- 
mi's swagger despite the threat of NCAA 


4 1 MIAMI The Hurricanes haven't won 
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sanctions. Miami's toughest games this 
season are on the road (UCLA, Virginia 
Tech, Florida State and Boston College). If 
the Hurricanes win two of those games— 
and they will—then they'll finish 9-2. 

The defense, which led the nation in 
fewest yards and fewest points allowed, 
will again be dominant. Sophomore Ke- 
nard Lang is the next All-America defen- 
sive lineman at Miami. The Canes’ new 
two-back offense, with Danyell Ferguson 
running inside and Al Shipman outside, 
could be devastating. 


only Big Ten team to have three play- 

ers taken in the first round of the "95 
NFL draft. Ohio State and Michigan both 
can make the same claim. But unlike the Li- 
ons and Wolverines, the Buckeyes return 
their starting quarterback (Bobby Hoying) 
and starting tailback (Eddie George). 

Ohio State will be strong in the trenches: 
On offense, Big Ten freshman of the year 
Orlando Pace (6-6, 320) steps in at left tack- 
le; on defense, Matt Finkes (11 sacks, two 
blocked punts, two blocked field goals) is 
one of four retuming starters on the line. 

Ohio State could be a top-five team if 
not for its schedule: road games with 
Penn State, Wisconsin and Michigan; 
home games with Notre Dame and 
Washington; and the Kickoff Classic 
against Boston College. 


| Deve STATE Penn State wasn't the 


“It’s a drag to have to stop 


to put one on.’ 





The heat of the moment can burn you for a lifetime. 





Helps reduce the risk 
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Notre Dame’s Ron Powlus didn’t 
know what hit him last year, but 
better things are ahead. 


TENNESSEE Peyton Manning 
_® began his career with as much 
B Whype as an incoming freshman 
could possibly have—and he deliv- 
ered. Manning helped the Volunteers 
rebound from a sluggish start to win 
seven of their last eight games in '94. 
Now a sophomore, Manning could be 
ready to take his team to the next level. 
Seven starters return on offense, 10 on de- 
fense. With the exception of road games 
against Florida and Alabama, the schedule 
is stacked in Tennessee's favor. 
The key players for head coach Phil 
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Fulmer: junior Jay Graham, who must + 


take over where tailbacks James Stewart 
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and Aaron Hayden left off; and freshman 
Jeff Hall, who mustreplace John 
Becksvoort, the most reliable kicker in 
school history. 


ALABAMA What's the one thing 

Eiyou know about Alabama? 

8 That’s right, it'll have a mother of 
a defense. “Maybe better than last 
year,” says ABC’s Jackson. Consider- 
ing only five starters return on defense, 
that tells you how much talent the Tide 
has in reserve. 

The strength of the offense, believe it 
or not, is at receiver. Curtis Brown and 
Toderick Malone could start for Florida 
State. It’s just a matter of whether Brian 
Burgdorf or Freddie Kitchens, the heirs 
not-so-apparent to Jay Barker's job at 
quarterback, can get them the football. 

Not to worry. Arunning game paced 
by good-looking backs Dennis Riddle 
and Brian Steger and a defense that will 
stifle the opposition, will keep the Tide 
winning ugly all season. And if Bama 
beats Tennessee at home on Oct. 14, the 
regular-season finale at Auburn could be 
a titanic clash of unbeaten rivals. 


MICHIGAN Replacing head 
}coach Gary Moeller, whore- 
‘signed in May following a disor- 

derly conduct arrest, won't be nearly 
as important as replacing quarterback 
Todd Collins. Give Collins another year 
of eligibility and this might have been a 
championship season for the Wolver- 
ines. Michigan doesn’t have a quarter- 
back—untested Scott Dreisbach, Bri- 
an Griese (yeah, Bob’s son) and Jason 
Carr will all get a shot—and that prob- 
lem could neutralize the effectiveness 
of Amani Toomer and Mercury Hayes, 


who form one of thetop receiving | 


tandems in the nation. With Toomer 
and Hayes, awesome tailback Tshi- 
manga Biakabutuka (783 yards in ‘94, 
6.2 per carry) and Michigan's usual 
dominant offensive line, you’ve got 
one explosive offense. 

The defense is strong up front—de- 
fensive tackle Trent Zenkewicz is even 
tougher than the pronunciation of his 
name—and inthe secondary. The 
linebackers are young but promising. 
Assuming the quarterback plays well, 
Michigan could be 10-0 going into its 
final two games—at Penn State and 
home for Ohio State. 


BYU With all the attention lav- 
ished on WAC upstarts Utah and 
‘Colorado State last season, few 
people were able to appreciate BYU's 
upset win over Notre Dame in South 
Bend or the Cougars’ impressive 31-6 
romp over Oklahoma in the Copper 
Bowl. Well, take notice, folks. BYU, 


which quietly finished 10-3 last sea- ° 
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son, is ready to return to its familiar 
place atop the WAC standings. 

Junior college All-American Steve 
Sarkisian takes over at quarterback, and 
fullback Hema Heimuli is a tough-as- 
nails team leader. Heimuli, who racked 
up 1,008 all-purpose yards last season, 
required 70 stitches after his car rolled 
over six times in an accident last Novem- 
ber. He didn't miss a single practice. 


4 “JUCLA “Everybody tells meto 
# watch out for UCLA,” says Got- 

# tfried. So we're passing that advice 
along to you. 

The Bruins managed to keep their 
three best underclassmen—offensive 
tackle Jonathan Ogden, receiver Kevin 
Jordan and linebacker Donnie Ed- 
wards—from bolting for the NFL. Their 
presence more than offsets the gradua- 
tion of All-America receiver J.J. Stokes. 

The defense, with nine starters back, 
revolves around Edwards, whom coach 
Terry Donahue calls the best in the coun- 
try. Junior Abdul McCullough looks to 
carry on UCLA's tradition of outstanding 
safeties. 

Ryan Fien takes over for Wayne Cook 
at quarterback, and he'll have a fine tar- 
get in Jordan, who caught 73 passes for 
1,228 yards in '94. Sharmon Shah quietly 
rushed for 1,227 yards last year and 
could be poised to earn national honors. 


MWEST VIRGINIA The Moun- 

@ taineers won six of their last sev- 

#en regular-season games a year 
ago and return what looks to be a po- 
tent offensive unit. 

“| think our whole offense is maybe 10 
times better than it was at the end of last 
year,’ says linebacker Canute Curtis. “| 
wouldn't want to play them.” 

Quarterback Chad Johnston came on 
strong down the stretch and could 
emerge as one ofthe better NFL 
prospects at his position. He'll be work- 
ing with a loaded backfield, a solid offen- 
sive line and a superb receiving corps. 
The one to watch: speedster Rahsaan 
Vanterpool, who set a school record with 
1,613 all-purpose yards in '94. 

The defense, with seven returning 
Starters, is paced by All-America corner- 
back Aaron Beasley, who led the nation 
last year with 10 interceptions. 


PRARIZONA “When you've gota 
mnickname, you'd better be 
B good,’ says Arizona head coach 
Dick Tomey. The problem for Tomey 
and his Wildcats is this: The Desert 
Swarm defense turned outto bea 
desert mirage. Through the first six 
games of 1994, Arizona allowed 71 
points and posted a 5-1 record. Over 
the last six games, the Wildcats al- 
lowed 128 points and went 3-3. 


Autographed Sports Photographs 


Personally Signed by Your Favorite Players & Guaranteed Authentte for Life. 


Football 

Troy Aikman -$50 
Marcus Allen -535 
Jerome Bettis «834 
Drew Bledsoe -835 
Terry Bradshaw «$45 
Jim Hrown -$40 
Tim Brown -§45 
Randall Cunningham -§ 4H) 
John Elway -$45 
Marshall Faulk -$35 
Hrett Favre -3355 
Barry Foster -$35 
Michwel levin -845 
Jim Kelly -$40 

Lhiew ie Long S45 
Konnie Lott -$35 
Dan Marino «$45 
Rick Mirer -$345 

Jor Montana -§60 
Warren Moon -§40) 
Walter Payton -~545 
Jerry Rice -$45 
Harry Sanders -$45 


Sterling Sharpe -845 
Phil Simms -$35 

0.J. Simpson -8 100 
Emmitt Smith -$45 
Roger Staubach -$50 
Lawrence Taylor -$45 
Derrick Thomas -335 
Reggie White -$35 
Hod Wood won 8345 
Steve Young -845 


Baseball 

Harry Bonds «845 
Will Clark -$46 

Joe Dimaggio -$150 
Lenny Dykstra -$35 
Juan Gonzalez -$35 
Hen Griffey Jr, -#45 
Mickey Mantle -$95 
Don Mattingly -850 
Mike Pisrza -$55 
Cal Ripken Jr. -$50 
Nolan Ryan -$55 
Hyne Sandberg -845 
Frank Thomas -§45 
Ted Williams -$95 


Deion Sanders «#40 
Junior Seau -$45 


Mail Check or Money Order - CPG Direct, Dep-SM, PO Box 1020, 
Valley Cottage, NY 10989, Checks are held 7-10 days. 
Shipping - include $5.95 & add $1.00 for each additional item. 
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“| hope we'll be a little better,” says 
Tomey. With All-American Tedy Bruschi 
back to anchor the defensive line, Desert 
Swarm will do an adequate job. Quarter- 
back Dan White is a seasoned veteran, 
and Richard Dice is one of the most un- 
derrated receivers in America. 


one forgettotellusthatBC 


Dferetera COLLEGE Did some- 
| moved to the Big Ten? The Ea- 


gles play Ohio State, Michigan and 


Michigan State all before the end of 
September, and they're at Notre Dame 
a month later. 
second-year coach Dan Henning has 
enough talent here to keep BC competi- 
tive, He would’ve been better off had Big 
East sack leader Mike Mamula stayed 
one more year, but the pro-style offense 
should be effective. Justice Smith will 
become BC's fourth 1,000-yard rusher in 
the last four years, and quarterback Mark 
Hartsell has a strong receiving corps. 
71 name of one of Utah's Samoan 
linemen. Actually, it's the 


acronym coach Ron McBride came up 


with for his team philosophy: Mental : 


toughness, Aggressiveness, Fanatical 
effort and Unity. 
The Utes must replace most of the 


UTAH “MAFU” sounds like the : 


Basketball 

Charles Harkley -$60 
Larry Hird -870 

Clyde Drexler -340 
Patrick Ewing -345 
Anfernee Hardaway -$+) 
Larry Johnson -345 
Magic Juhnsan -395 
Michael Jordan -$ 150 
Shawn Kemp -$40 
Christian Laettner -340 
Karl Malone -240 
Jomal Mashburn -534 
Hejyie Miller -S40 
Alontoa Mourning -$40 
Chris Mullin -#45 
Hakeem Olajuwon -$40 
Shaquille O'Neal -595 
scottie Pippen -$40 
Mark Price -$35 

David Hobinson -840 
Glen Hobinson -340 
Latrell Sprewell -$.45 
Joho Starks -$45 

John Stockton -845 
Chris Webber «S40 


~ 30 DAY UNCONDITIONAL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

~ ALL ITEMS ARE DOUBLE MATTED & READY FOR FRAMING. 
- CUSTOM FRAMING IS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR $25. 

~ ALL ITEMS ARE APPROXIMATELY 11" x 14" IN SIZE. 
Thousands of other stars are available from Sports & Entertamment. 
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Hockey & Tennis 
Pavel Bure -845 
Jimmy Connors -875 
Steffi Graf -840 
Wayne Gretrky -855 
Brett Hull -845 

Hrian Leectch -$45 
Mario Lemicut -845 
Eric Lindros -840 
John McEnroc -$40 
Mark Meswier -#40 
Mannon Kheasume -$35 
Jeremy Roenich «545 
Matrick Roy -835 
Gabriella Sabatini -840 


Swimsuit Models 
Christie Brinkley -$50 
Cindy Crawford -$75 
Rachel Hunter -$45 
Kathy Ireland -s45 
Elle Macpherson -845 
Paulina -&50 

Claudia Schiffer -#40 
Niki Taylor «$45 
Vendela -#464 


players who helped them post a school- 
record 10-2 season in 1994, but the most 
important ingredient is back: McBride. In 


five seasons at Utah, McBride has estab- : 
lished himself as one of the nation's best | 


coaches. Colorado State’s Sonny Lubick 
is no slouch either, but Utah gets the nod 
here as the WAC's second-best team 
based on McBride's credentials. 


VIRGINIA As usual, it’s alogjam 
for second place in the ACC be- 


hind Florida State. Virginia looks | 


to squeeze through the cracks on the 
basis of solid QB Mike Grohanda 
strong defense. Groh has the fourth- 
highest passer rating among returning 
Division | quarterbacks. The Cavaliers 
led the nation in rushing defense and in- 
terceptions. Sophomore defensive back 
Ronde Barber is a budding star. 


Sherrill might prefer to win witha 

power rushing attack, but this 
year he'll work to his team’s strength: 
the passing game. Derrick Taite 
proved to be a dependable quarter- 
back last season, and senior receiver 
Eric Moulds developed into one of the 
most dangerous deep threats in the 
nation (he also led the nation in kickoff 
returns). Inside linebacker Dwayne 
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QUANTITIES ARE EXTREMELY LIMITED - ORDER NOW. 


‘CALL 1-800-382-3075 24 HOURS. 


- WE OFFER A SPECIAL LIFETIME GUARANTEE OF AUTHENTICITY. 
~ ALL ITEMS INCLUDE A SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY. 
- ALL ORDERS ARE SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS OF REGIPT. 

- CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE 16 PAGE COLOR CATALOG. 

Call or write today for your favortie star. 





Curry is an All-American. 

lf the Bulldogs can get aconsistent 
rushing attack, they'll have little trouble 
going 7-4, maybe 8-3. 


WASHINGTON The better 
Awastinatr does this year, the 
more chances we get to hear 
broadcasters mention Ink Aleaga, one 


» of the better linebackers in the country 


as well as one of the better names. 
Aleaga and free safety Lawyer Milloy 
lead an always-strong Huskies de- 
fense, and quarterback Damon Huard 
had a stellar spring. Also impressive in 
spring was tailback Leon Neal,a 
Napoleon Kaufman clone. 


should be ashamed of their non- 

conference schedule this year 
(Temple, Cincinnati, Akron, Northern 
Illinois), but let’s face it: Before Bill 
Snyder took over in Manhattan, there 
was no such thing as an easy game for 
K-State. 

Texas A&M transfer Matt Miller re- 
places Chad May at quarterback, the na- 
tion's sixth-ranked defense returns eight 
starters, and the schedule is a layup. The 
Wildcats are 26-3-1 at home in the ‘90s, 
and they get to host both Colorado and 
Oklahoma this season. * 


DB shoud STATE The Wildcats 
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Dodge Presents 








® How's your sports 10? The tamous SPORT Quiz has been separat: 
= ing the savvy fan from the weekend wimp for decades. See how 
= you co with these 13 questions. Then check the answers vat for 
a your score, and bei bowl as follows:12: 3 correct: 8} 
= nius9-11 ore Good fan§- S correct: ¥ 

correct: $0- 2correct: T 


ANSWER THE SPORT STUMPER AND WIN A SPORT PIN. No matter 
how you do on this month's quiz, we'll send youa SPORT pin pictured 
above if you send us the correct answer to the SPORT Stumper given 
below, Send only your name, address and age to SPORT Quiz, 6420 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. Limit one per person, and all 
entries must be postmarked by July 14, 1995 
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Last season, this tight end (pic- 
tured) led the AFC in recep- 
tions. Name him. 


Which NFL player scored the 

most touchdowns last year? 

A. Marshall Faulk 8B. Jerry Rice 
C.EmmittSmith D. Sterling Sharpe 


Three NFL teams finished the 

1994 season above .500 de- 

spite yielding more points than 
they scored. Name them. 
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| The NewDo 


A DIVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION 


Name the MVP of Super Bowl 
XXVI. 


St. Louis Cardinals outfielder 
ime Brian Jordan once played foot- 


ball for which NFL team? 
A. Jets B. 49ers 
C. Falcons D. Dolphins 


M, 'n 1994, whom did Buddy Ryan 
iy replace to become the head 
coach of the Arizona Cardinals? 
A. Gene Stallings B. Hank Huhimann 
C. Joe Bugel D. Larry Wilson 


since 1970, two golfers have the 
distinction of winning consecutive 
British Open titles. Name them. 


Which golfer won the 1995 

Masters? 

A. Ben Crenshaw B. Greg Norman 
C. Curtis Strange D. Jack Nicklaus 


Going into the 1995 season, 
which golfer was the PGA’s all- 
time money leader? 


C 





A. Jack Nicklaus 
C. Nick Price 


B. Tom Kite 
D. Paul Azinger 


Five years ago, the New York 

\® Mets traded Lenny Dykstra and 
Roger McDowell to the Philadel- 

phia Phillies for two players. Name them. 


Pitcher David Cone was draft- 
ed by which major-league 


team? 
A. White Sox B. Mets 
C. Blue Jays D. Royals 


Match the Hall of Famer with his 

last major-league team. 

A. Willie Mays 6B.Hank Aaron 
C. Steve Carlton D, Joe Morgan 
1.Brewers 2.Mets 3.A's 4. Twins 


Name the youngest major-lea- 
guer to win a batting title. 
—William Ladson 


[Name the first major-leaguer 
Htto have three consecutive 
100-RBI seasons for three different teams. 


[ STUMPER ANSWER Kareem 

! UAbdul-Jabbar (“Name the only 

player to win the NBA Finals MVP with two 
different teams.") 
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Petersen’s 4-Wheel & Off Road 
wr Ce) mm go (ors) a bebe a bee 


When the new Dodge Ram Club 
Cab 4x4 was named “4x4 of the Year” 
for 1995, we felt doubly honored. Just 
last year, Ram 4x4 regular cab received 
the same honor. This marks the first 
time ever the same truck has won two 
years In a row. 

Of the 95 Ram, Pelersens Four 
Wheel e* Off Road said, “This just may 
be the best full size pickup ever made.” 
They noted that it was “...as comfy 
as your living room... And marveled 
at how “Dodge Ram sneaks through 
trails...and glides over paved byways 
with aplomb...” 

Rams aptitude both on and off road 








can be attributed to an ingenious quadra- 
link front suspension. Its four link design 
results in a smooth ride on the highway, 
while a live solid axle provides Dodge 
Ram 4x4 with exceptional off-road 
ground clearance. _ 

Ram has the muscle of our Magnum 
engine series, overall the most powerful 
line of truck engines on the planet. It has 
the safety of a standard drivers airbag 
and available four-wheel anti-lock brakes, 
plus the convenience of Ram-Trac shift- 
on-the-fly four-wheel drive. So it's easy 
to see how this 4x4 made it to the top. 

Not that the top is a lonely place. 
After all, there are now two Ram models 
occupying that lofty terrain. 


ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT FOR A PULLY EPPECTIVE AIRBAG. 
For otill more information, call 1-800-4-\-DODGE, TREAD LIGHTLY! 


America’s Truck Stop Q¥} The New Dodge 


A DIVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION 





Advertorial 








hether you’re in the upper bleachers or kneeling on 
the 50-yard line, great football photographs can be 
achieved by focusing on a few essentials. 

The first 1s field position. If you’re not following the line of 
scrimmage, position yourself in the end zone. Composition is 
also critical. Cropping too tight in the viewfinder will limit 
your ability to follow the action. (Fortunately, that’s not a 
concern with the seamless operation of the Samsung ECX-1 
auto focus, 38-140mm zoom.) Always travel light, but make 
sure to have a fannypack to store accessories such as film, 
batteries, paper, pen and cleaning material. 

Proper camera settings are important. 

Most professionals choose to 
“freeze” the action and choose a 
minimum shutter speed setting 
of 1/S00th of a second or 
greater. Pans can also yield 
exceptional pictures and are a 
viable alternative for any 
football game. 












SAMSUN 


FOCUSED ON YOU 


gEMBUNG Z00 4 







A continuous shooting mode such as the option on 
Samsung’s ECX] allows a sequence of picture-taking for as 
long as the shutter is depressed. This is helpful for 
photographing a scrambling quarterback or a running back 
breaking through the line. 

some of the better football shots come from the sidelines, 
moving with the line of scrimmage. Key on the quarterback 
and other star players, but don’t neglect the action away from 
the ball, such as the charging defensive lineman who eats 
drop-back passers for lunch. 

Always remember to maintain focus through the 
viewfinder before, during and after you finally trip the 
shutter. Anticipate the plays as if you were the 
coach, and don’t be afraid to move to 

another position. Many times, the 
wide receivers will be your point of 
focus despite not being involved in 
any play. The ability to 
successfully follow focus won’t 
happen overnight. Good eye- 
hand coordination is required and 
is had by all of today’s top 
professionals. 


Photography is fun and can be rewarding both personally 
and financially. Once you have the bug, sports photography 
will be something you won’t want to give up, and Samsung’s 
ECX-1 camera won't be something you'll want to put down. 


For more information on Samsung and a free brochure, call 1-800 762-7746, ext. 110 


Even the Pros Trust Samsung 
For a Winning Performance 


“When | need to capture a spontaneous 
moment away from the studio, | usually leave 
my complex SLR cameras inside 

their cases and reach for one of Samsung’‘s 
quality compacts.” 


"When | go to a game, for instance, there's just 

no time to swap lenses or take light readings. 
Samsung’s Slim Zoom 1150 helps me capture 

these winning moments precisely as they happen. 
Plus, it scores with a level of professional quality 
that satisfies even my critical eye. With infrared 
auto focus from 0.55M to infinity, a 38 - 115mm 
power zoom and continuous shooting at shutter 
speeds of up to 1/400 of a second, I'm able to record 
any sequence ina play without missing the point.” 





“And when | go on vacation, | rely on Samsung's 
lightweight ECX1, designed by F.A. Porsche. With 
multi-beam or single-beam autofocus, | have up 
to 96 focus zones at my disposal. Whether I'm 
shooting portrait zooms or landscapes, the real 
image viewfinder with diopter adjustments 
achieves the ideal shot every time. The best part 
is, one lens does it all—from offering the longest 
telephoto range available in point and shoot 
cameras today, 38 - 140mm, to providing ultra- 
wide panoramic capability for dramatic group or 
landscape shooting. All with automatic exposure 
compensation.” 





“When I'm out having fun, there’s just no time 
for complicated set-ups. | need cameras that will 
do it all for me—fast—and with results 
I'd be proud to show off. That's gummi 
what | get with Samsung's Slim 
Zoom 1150 and ECX1 compact 
zooms. | wouldn't trust my 
favorite subjects [or fans] to 
anything less equipped.” 






== 


Catherine Doyle, 
Sport Magazine 


AWARD WINNER bh 
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Samsung Opto-Electronics America, Inc. 
40 Seaview Drive * Secaucus, NJ 07094 
For free brochure call 1-800-SNAPSHOT, ext. 110 
Available at fine stores everywhere 
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lines, where his serve is a weapon and his forehand ground 
life) {or Blplelliebe Fellas lise p 

He's spent 1995 finding his game and reinventing his 
personality with the help of his new coach, Brad Gilbert, 
trainer Gil Reyes, and girlfriend Brooke Shields. 

Now it's tennis on his terms. 

“Everyone sees this image of him, they think he’s this 
megastar, this untouchable, but he’s a great kid, polite, 
down-to-earth, first class all the way,” says Gilbert. “Sure, 
he’s competitive, and, yes, he remembers every point. But 
thankfully, he's really into his tennis right now.” 

Working out has never been a strong suit for the former 
pudgy, temperamental Agassi, but his string of 47 wins in 
91 matches since last year’s U.S. Open is proof that he’s 
taking tennis seriously. 


OFF-SEASON TRAINING 

“There is no off-season in tennis,” says Agassi. 
“You've got to fight fatique all the way.” 

With direction from Reyes, the muscle has developed 
and the baby fat has taken a hike—as have most Agassi 
'o) o) ole) al= 1a) ty 

“Early on, weights were never part of my career,” Agas- 
si explains. “| was 5-11 and weighed a weak 146 pounds 
Tam Mile-1aer:(tnl-melam autem cole lmmlaled Mal-\-] a er-len- Ej} (ge)ple 
training regimen.” 

Reyes helped Agassi, now 165 pounds, realize that 
“strength and speed are a major part of tennis, of any 
=] ole) 4 oa 

Prior to the majors, Agassi eases back on the training, 
yet in preparation for a tournament such as May's AT&T 
Challenge in Atlanta, he can be found at the gym. During 
recovery from wrist surgery in 1993—a turning point in his 
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QYLY 


The Official Sports Drink 
of The Olympic Games 


Official Sponsor 
ef the AVP 





















































cracking the ball, and now he's ripping 
ime}echole)igp-j(e(-t-m: (ple (-ls [saline mdeme(-)m con ial-) 
net for the first time. He isn’t thinking about 
the ranking, he's just playing with 
strategy.” 

Agassi concurs: “| rehearse the match 
Tem Al talePmaleleel-iielemslat-|m-lelell) atau pas: 
amazing when that match is over and you 
realize how much energy you've spent.” 


GAME DAY 

Agassi has captured Wimbledon, Aus- 
tralian and U.S. Open titles, yet each re- 
quires a different approach. 

“Wimbledon is sucha unique one, 
played just two weeks after the French,” he 
says. "You must adapt to the change from 
slow clay to the fast grass.” 

Agassi and Gilbert arrive two weeks be- 
tore Grand Slam events. 

“{In those matches] you've got to be 
ready for war,” Gilbert says. “You worry 
about winning the first set of the first match 
since everyone's hypin’ him playing Pete 
[Sampras] in the finals, and you can't over- 
Tele) a: lahiiolele iam 

The entire tennis world wants to see 
ialeltt-iietire met: (islele-t-mel-1dd(-miela-Rele-lire| 
Slam title and the No.1 ranking, that there 
Efalenel-niaielep 

Says Gilbert: “Andre against Pete is one 
of the most intriguing things in sports. It's 
an awesome match.” * 
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Uafresh Whitening. 


'g r ul rid toothpaste that helps 
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get your teeth their whitest. And 
Aquafresh Whitening is safe enough 
to use every day. 
Only Aquafresh Whitening has its 
patented whitening Paro Os Cok OR 
formula with the . ; 





special ingredient 

Triclene: It’s clinically ; 
Stains form on teeth when 
proven to whiten teeth eAseert coanpeers | 
better than regular Crest® | 
Even Rembrandt® can't 
beat Aquafresh Whitening. 

That’s whiter teeth 
without peroxide, bleach 
or harsh abrasives. 
Aquafresh Whitening has 
fluoride protection and 
tartar control. And it’s safe 
enough to use every day. 

SR CCUCOMECL Pettit aa 
yourself. And make Aquafresh Whitening your 
new everyday toothpaste. 





new 


Aquathesiiytratntas 


“WTriclene is a trademark of SmithKline Beecham for sodium tripolyphosphate. 
Crest is a registered trademark of Procter & Gamble. 
Rembrandt is a registered trademark of Den-Mat Corp. 
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In’94, Emmitt battled not only 
defenders but his ailing 
hamstrings. He stillisn’t 100 
percent: “They feel good some 
days, and some days they don’t.” 


SMITH: Every year. Every yearis anew | 


season. Probably my major goal this time 
will be staying healthy the whole season. 
1994 was an injury-plaqued season, one 
that | really wasn’t used to having....| 
mean, dealing with the shoulder 
[surgery] wasn’t a major deal. But that 
was the start of the injuries. 


SPORT: Because of last year's injuries, 
which followed your shoulder surgery in 
the summer of '94, did your off-season 
workout program change? 


SMITH: I've worked out harder than ever in 
the weight room. I've been cautious of my 
running, though. Very cautious about that. 


SPORT: How are the hamstrings? 


SMITH: You know, they're funny. 
They're feeling fine, and they're not feel- 
ing fine. They feel good some days, and 
some days they don’t. Going through 
minicamps, it was kind of like testing the 


waters. | get on the track, went straight | 


ahead. But now I’m doing some different 
kinds of stuff, darting in and out, chang- 
ing directions, putting the hamstrings to 
the test. So they’re kind of going through 
a stage where they have to readjust. And 
| believe once they get readjusted, every- 
thing will be better. 


SPORT: Do you subscribe to the theory 
that all the carries (1,630) over the past five 
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years have taken a toll on your body? 


SMITH: | hear that theory, but! don't 
want to believe it. You hear it so dag- 
gone much, but as a player you don't 
want to get it into your head. | try to keep 
a positive frame of mind. You're talking 
about people who don't even play foot- 
ball who are making suggestions like 
that. A lot of factors go into whether or 
not I'll be able to maintain what I’ve been 
doing. Perhaps they're right. Perhaps 
not. | don't know....But |’m going to go 
as long as | can. That's all! can ask of 
myself, and that's all anyone else can 
ask of me. 


SPORT: After five NFL seasons, does it be- 
come harder to motivate yourself for an- 
other one? 


SMITH: No, | feel motivated. It's harder for 
me right now because | just spent five 
months in school. That's not off-season, 
That's work. And then as soon as | get 
done with school, | get back into training. 
So it’s not like! really had a vacation. I'm 
doing double duty this year—sometimes 
triple duty when you talk about dealing with 
a 15-hour course load, dealing with the full 
travel schedule and the rehab. 

Then there are the fans. I've had more 
stuff thrown at me this year than in the past. 
And right now it's to the point where I'm 
looking for alittle space where! can take 


some time off for myself. One thing they've | 


taught me at the university in some of my 
[management] classes, you have to take 
time out for yourself...and you have to learn 
to say no. I'm one of those individuals who 


| can hardly say no to anything. But when | 


do say no, and | don't know if it's the man- 
ner in which | say it or it’s just me saying no, 
people’s feelings are hurt. 
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SPORT: You've been successful in a short 
period of time, winning Super Bowls, NFC 
East titles, rushing titles, going to Pro 
Bowls—you've done so much. What else 
is there to accomplish? 





SMITH: I've done a lot, and I’m proud of 


| whatl’ve done. But!’mnot satisfied. The 


challenge for me right now is to recover 
from my injured hamstrings and the other 
injuries I’ve sustained. I've played football 
all my life, been durable throughout and 
fortunate to avoid major injuries....My aim 
is to come back from the injuries and play 
like | did with them, if not better. Funny 
thing, | still believe | was pretty effective 
even with the injuries—with the help of my 
teammates, of course. And | honestly be- 
lieve ifa healthy Emmitt Smith were at Can- 
dlestick last season [in the NFC champi- 
onship game], it would've been a different 
ball game. But! can’t dwell on that. 


SPORT: What are your thoughts on the 
Cowboys using a high draft choice, a 
second-rounder, to select a creditable 
backup for yourself in Alabama’s Sher- 
man Williams? 


SMITH: | always thought [Derrick] Lassic 
was agoodrunning back, aback who 
could help move the team if | wasn’t on the 
field. | felt that way about Lincoln [Cole- 
man] too. But something gets in acoach’s 
mind, ora coaching staff's mind, whena 
player, like Lassic, for example, [fumbles] 
early. Our coaches seemingly lost confi- 
dence in him. And he was always suspect; 
in the back of their minds there was that 
chance he'd fumble. Same thing with Lin- 
coln. And same thing with the other backs 
who were here. | believe the coaches’ con- 
fidence was low. When you don't have 
confidence in your backups, that puts ex- 
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game, to go out and perform, sometimes | numberof carries to gainmomentum? : 3 
putting your own career at risk. Inthe past, | spjqrtH: | can reel off some numbers early if smith rushed fora league-high 
piaalpenpe aS daca oom dence was | Giver the opportunities. But insomecases, | 21 TDs in’94, butthey weren't 
nM I Ie. | i 1 
sate beeen __ | youhave to take what the defense gives | engugh to prevent the 49ers from 
SPORT: Do you feel that you're aquick | you. I’m not Superman. | don't just go out Res a ss | 
starter when it comes to getting into the | there and blast it right off the bat. Some- | reigning on Dallas’ parade. 
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Elusive Emmitt schooled 
defenders during the season and 
schooled at the University of 
Florida after it: “When | speak, 
the whole damn class listens.” 


times it takes time to get the feel of the 
game, get to feel the flow. Other times you 
can go out and make it happen early, but 
that doesn’t guarantee you're going to 
make it happen late. Sometimes it slows 
down. You just got to feel your way 
through. 


SPORT: Most of us never had the oppor- 
tunity to carry afootballinagame. 
What's going through your mind when 
you take a handoff? 


SMITH: |'m concentrating on getting 
yards, gaining them the best way | know 
how. I'm looking for the open hole ora 
place where | can make something hap- 
pen. If it’s through the A-gap or B-gap or 
C-gap, I’m going to try and get there. It's 
not like I’m going to run a called play and 
stick with it. If the play is designed to go 
one way and! see something happen im- 
mediately to the left, | may not even go to 
the right. | may go left. 


SPORT: What do you see that allows you 
to make those instant decisions? 


SMITH: | see a lot. All I'm looking for is an 
open space and to see if | can get there. 
You got to know what you can do, what 
your limitations are. Sometimes things 
don't work the way you want them to. 


But I've been fortunate in my career to | 


have alot of stuff work my way. 
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SPORT: How soon during a play do you 
know you're headed for big yardage? 


SMITH: Sometimes | can tell right away 
by how the hole is opening up, the play is 
developing, the players are flowing. Nine 
times out of 10 I'll start one way, but 
when | get there and | make up my mind, 
I've already seen how people are flowing 
and how many bodies are hanging 
around, then | have to make that second 
move. | try to get defenders to commit 
before | commit. 


SPORT: At times, media headlines in Dal- 
las have been misleading about the rela- 
tionship you have with Cowboys running 
backs coach Joe Brodsky and how— 


SMITH: [/nterrupts] We get along. We | 


have a great understanding of each oth- 


er,... Some of the stuffhe says! don't | 
agree with, but he’s afun coach tobe | 


around, man. And | know what he’s trying 
to get me to do. He's cool. 


SPORT: What about Barry Switzer? Was 
that a difficult transition, going from Jim- 
my Johnson to Barry last year? 


SMITH: | never thought about it. | just 
said to myself, you've got to give the guy 
a chance. I’ve been through coaching 
changes before, and no one is perfect. 
The bottom line is you've still got to go on 
the field and perform. Granted, some 


| coaches might have a more powerful way 


of doing things, but there are different 
ways and different philosophies to get 
the same job done. | enjoy playing for 
Barry. | mean, | love Jimmy. | miss him. | 
miss his aura, just him being around, and 
sometimes you say: “You know, | wish 
Barry was like Jimmy.” But Barry is Barry, 


| and you have to deal with what Barry has 
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to offer. Barry is a great coach and great 
person, and | respect both traits. 


SPORT: One of your best friends on the 
team these past five years, Tommie 
Agee—your roommate on the road—might 
not be back with the club this season. Are 
you worried he won't be re-signed? 


SMITH: Yep. [Sighs] And that’s going to be 
sad to see. | mean, it’s sad to see a lot of 
players go. To see where we were, where 
we could have been, what we could have 
been doing—the things that we could have 
done together as a squad. I'm looking at 
what we have now, and it seems 90 per- 
cent of the team is rookies... 


SPORT: The reality of free agency isn’t 
pretty, but the combination of free agency 
and the salary cap makes it almost impos- 
sible to keep your team together, right? 


SMITH: Yeah, the players didn't fight for no 
salary cap. | never fought for no salary cap. 
| fought for free agency. And | don't blame 
any player that goes to the highest bidder. 
Players have to do what they've got to do 
for themselves. I'd love to be [in Dallas] for 
the rest of my life, regardless of if we go 
1-15 ornot. 


SPORT: What motivated you to return this 
past semester to the University of Florida? 


SMITH: | wanted to get [my degree]. Plus, 
I'm building my home [in Dallas]. I'm final- 
ly making my commitment to Dallas. I've 
long wanted to make it, but | wanted the 
Cowboys to understand where | was 
coming from. | mean, | wanted to prove 
myself, prove to the Cowboys |’m worth 
[the money] that | asked for and then 
some. Now that I've proven myself, I’m 
willing to make the commitment because 


Na 


ry) 


say 


v 


























“| just turned 15 
and have been 
training with the 


















coached my hwo sons 
in addition to 21 


The Original 
Strength® Shoe has 
been proven to 
increase athletes 
jumping ability from 
5” to 9” and 
improve speed in 
the 40 by 2/10 sec. 


“The Strength* Shoes have 
added at least 7 to 8 inches to 
my vertical jump. | have also 
) noticed that my quickness has 

increased. | would 
recommend them to any 


‘| 


Strength® Shoes —_ other players who f 
: aie , athlete. Thanks for a 
for 5 months. My have gone on fo play heels. In the Strength® Shoes the a aes ere 
basketball game Division | college —“Aee! # eliminoted, causing the | Roe 
Ose eine 4 calf muscles to support 100% cf Don’t be fooled Got 5 Marcus Bryostowski 
“Th fe has seen amazing basketball. | feel the the body weight. This overload " gS j cao enl, 
e Strength” : y : by cheap we Colorado 
biciatt improvements, | — Strength Shoe is fhe works the calf muscles in a e.. 
S atid ab am only 5'10” best irainine system addition to the Achilles tendon. imitations, Send $3 for Video 
important to Aas y ri Bee g *y b Upon impact, the calf muscles © CANADA RESIDENTS CALL 1-800-977-7333 Tape Brochure 
us and an ONKS (Oo Your nar money rec of f are exercised with a force equal a a a ae a a a a oe ee ee 
edb shoes | can NOW for increasing /UMpiIng to 6 times the body weight. For _ 3 YESI, | would like to run faster & jump higher. 
ete dunk ability. speed. ond example 1506, athlete ‘J Please send me the complete Strength® Ultimate Leg Training System } 
very important re 7A F s oO ei , se f 0 cuit sdcak bie hae coll eouschae ire crit — begining. spel nies ond me 
a Tue 4 ag “"\ 1 : wore ,o 4 whee Igiaerar , Gra Sra 2 F 
e you, | ere ee welds with a ita of 900 Ibs. Monae Feipaneaist be On: thork you. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED i 
incere COUT force ct impoct occurs, the hee 
Bak Knichi Michael Hinks, dips causing the muscles to sUAME , 
g Oreaon LH i stretch. The Strength* System i omagt _ i 
- ar g builds the calf muscles ond Do a rrr a a 
ee : hl : a eet A 
r sheicnes the Achilles tendon [ City STATE & ZIP 4 
Sincerely, making any athlete more 235 7 — f 





| want them to commit to me. 


SPORT: Didn't you make an agreement 
with your parents when you left school af- 
ter three years not to build a house until 
you received your undergraduate degree 
from Florida? 


SMITH: My original promise [to them] 
was to get my education before | got mar- 
ried or built ahouse. As it turns out, I'll 
have my house before | actually gradu- 
ate, but I'llbe mostly done with my 
course work, I'll just need to do my intern- 
ship [in health and resort management]. 


SPORT: So what was it like being a 25- 
year-old senior at the University of Florida? 


SMITH: It was cool. A lot of the students 
respected me by not hounding me for au- 
tographs and allowed me to be a student. 
Some might have been alittle intimidated 
by me when | first got there, but after they 
saw what! was about, that! was kind of 
down to earth, they saw they could actu- 
ally talk to me. One thing I did notice, 
though: When I speak, the whole damn 
class listens [laughs]. And it’s pretty neat 
to know that when you speak, someone 
iS paying attention to you. 


SPORT: Did you have any initial inhibitions 
over participating in class, since whatever 
you said, right or wrong, good or bad, ev- 


Bob Hurley Sr 





explosive. 





eryone in the class would know exactly 
what Emmitt Smith did or didn't know? 


SMITH: Nah, | just moved right in. lf 
something was brought up and | felt | had 
something to say about it, | said it. 


SPORT: There haven't been many disap- 
pointments in your five-year career in Dal- 
las until last season's NFC title-game loss 
to San Francisco. How tough was it to ac- 
cept the loss, and how long did It take to 
get over not earning the shot for arecord 


| third consecutive Super Bow/! title? 


SMITH: It was tough. Because | don't 


know if any player wanted to beat the | 


49ers as badly as | did. | wanted to whup 
their behinds. Because | felt like, as 
Cowboys players, we were insulted. 
Seemed like people kept saying, they 
did this to the Cowboys. And under all 
the circumstances, under all the turmoil 
we went through...we went out to San 
Francisco and played our hearts out, 
played about as well as we possibly 
could. And granted, we turned the ball 
over three times and gave them 21 
points in a hurry, but you saw a side ofa 
team, man, you saw a side—we were 


| playing out of pure mental toughness 
| and pure inner energy. We were laying it 


on the line. |mean, | know | was, be- 


| cause | knew there was no way, shape or 
| form | was ready to play that game, but | 
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went out there and gave it my all. And | 
know my teammates did the same thing. 
Michael Irvin's quad killing him the 
whole year. All those things. To go out 
there, to lose the game, you know, well, 
we can't win them all. 

But | still don't, to this day, think last 
year’s San Francisco team was better 
than a healthy Dallas Cowboys team. 
They were a very good team, don't get 
me wrong. But! still say the Cowboys, 
with the staff we had last year, and the 
players we had last year, we were a bet- 
ter team. We didn't show it. But I really 
do feel that way. And people will say, 
“But you didn't win.” No, we didn't. But 
the best team doesn't always win. 


SPORT: Was there a long period of funk 
after the loss? 


SMITH: Man, | couldn't stand it, | hated 
watching [the 49ers] play. Because it 
seemed like everything they showed 
them doing [on TV], it was against the 
Cowboys. They threw it in our face. It 
was like getting slapped in the face 
watching the Super Bowl. | only watched 
the first two or three plays and | turned 
the damn television off. |knew we 
should've been there for the third time. * 


Mickey Spagnola covers the Cowboys for 
The Insider in Dallas. 
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Is Joe Montana the 
Dest of all time? Not 
by my calculations 
By Rick Weinberg 
e is regarded by 
many as the 
greatest quarter- 


back in NFL his- 
tory, yet such labels are 
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day ofmediahype and: fay 
sensationalism without | Hea 


regard to fact. 

Yes, the retired Joe 
Montana was a sensa- 
tional quarterback, cer- 
tainly one of the best in 


NFL history. But the! i 


best? Tough to say. As} 
Dan Marino, John 
any accomplished quar- 
terback will tell you, 
there are many factors 
involvedin judging a 
()B’s greatness. 
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It's virtually impossible—and | game, but in most cases, the tal- 
unfair—to compare great quarter- ; ent of your teammates determines 
backs from different eras because ; how successful you are, statisti- 
the players and coaches surround- ; Cally and in wins and losses.” 
ing the quarterbacks andthe sys- ; Montana was perfect for Bill 
tems in which they operate deter- | Walsh's sophisticated system, 
mine, to a large extent, theirlevels | but how many Super Bowl rings 
of success. | would Elway, Moon and Marino 

“Those ‘other’ factors are sel- | have today if they had played with 
dom talked about when players | the Niners and all that All-Pro tal- 
are rated,” says Eagles quarter- |! ent? 
back Randall Cunningham.“But | Yes, some of Montana’s num- 
you have to consider them. Quar- ! bers are staggering: no intercep- 
terbacks have the most controlina | tionsin four Super Bowls, a 66 


percent Super Bow! completion 
ratio, a record five straight 400- 
yard passing games, arecord 22 
straight completions—twice— 
31 fourth-quarter comebacks, 
three Super Bowl MVPs, two 
regular-season MVPs. The list 
goes on. 

Montana is fourth on the all- 
time list in passing yards 
(40,551) and touchdown passes 
(273) behind such stars as Fran 
Tarkenton, Johnny Unitas and 
Dan Fouts. Certainly, if Montana 
hadn’t missed two seasons 
(1991 and '92) because of injury, 
he might have been the leader in 
every category. 

But answer this: If Montana 
had played his 16 years with the 
Buccaneers, what would we be 
Saying about him today? How 
many Super Bowls would he 
have won? Probably none. 
Would anyone be calling him the 
greatest quarterback in NFL his- 


tory? Absolutely not. 
[s.r Bowl XXX, it willhave a 
devastating effect on quarter- 
back Dan Marino, coach Don 
Shula and the entire organization. 
The Dolphins are counting on 
this being their year. They had 
high hopes last season as well, 
but even had the Dolphins ad- 
vancedtothe Super Bowl, 
played in Miami, it’s doubtful 
they could have knocked off 
Steve Young and the 49ers. 
Last season was the Niners’ 


f the Dolphins don’t make it to 


year. Period. No one was going | 


to prevent them from winning, 
not after they rebuilt their de- 
fense by acquiring Deion 
Sanders, Ken Norton Jr., Gary 
Plummer, Tim Harris, Rickey 
Jackson, Toi Cook, Richard 
Dent, Charles Mann and 
Dedrick Dodge. 

But this season could be dif- 
ferent. The Niners have lost run- 
ning back Ricky Watters, while 
the Dolphins have acquired tight 
end Eric Green, defensive line- 
man Trace Armstrong and cor- 
nerback Terrell Buckley. 

“Weexpectto winitall,” 
says Dolphins receiver Irving 
Fryar. “Like last year was San 
Francisco's year, we feel this is 
ours. If we don’t win it, it’ll be 
very hard to get over. With all 
the moves we've made, we're 
ready to do this year what the 
49ers did last year. We won't 
settle for anything less than the 
Super Bowl.” 


uckley says the Packers 

Bre ahuge mistake by 

= trading him to the Dolphins 
fora draft choice. 

“| couldn’t believe they gave up 
on me just like that, after just three 
seasons in the league, and espe- 
cially after the season | had [last 
year],” he says. “| had ahell ofa 
season. | picked off five passes, 
forced three fumbles, recovered 
two of them. | defensed 18 pass- 
es. | got beat, what, one time all 
season? | don’t know what their 
problem is. Well, it's their mistake. 


They'll realize it.” 
GC Raiders, of all teams, will go 
to the no-huddle offense? 
The day after they announced the 
change, the Los Angeles Times 
ran this biting headline: “Raiders 
Go From Muddle to No Huddle.” 
The Raiders, of course, have 
had one of the most archaic and 
predictable offenses for years. 
But now, under new head coach 
Mike White and new quarter- 
backs coach Jim Fassel, they’ve 
done an about-face. The new staff 
plans to allow quarterback Jeff 
Hostetler to call his own plays. 
The staff also wants to increase 


an you believe that the 


the role of speedy wideout Rocket 
Ismail, a weapon who's been es- 
sentially ignored in his two sea- 
sons in Los Angeles. 

“| can’t tell you how elated ev- 
eryone on the team is about this 
change,” Rocket says. “That's all 
we talk about. Everyone's juiced.” 

But before the Raiders get too 
far ahead of themselves, Hostetler 
must have confidence in receivers 
other than Tim Brown, who had 
1,309 yards on 89 receptions last 
season. Ismail was a distant sec- 
ond with 513 yards on 34 catches. 
The Raiders must also stick with 
one running back, something 
they've been unable to do since 
Bo Jackson donned the silver and 
black. Harvey Williams was pro- 
jected as the No. 1 back, but then 
the Raiders selected Napoleon 
Kaufman inthe draft, so who 
knows what'll happencome 
september. Remember, these are 
the Raiders. 


he versatile Herschel Walk- 
ig nearly wound up with New 

York's other pro football 
team, the Jets. Instead, he’s a Gi- 
ant. New Jets head coach Rich 
Kotite had Walker with the Eagles 
and lobbied to acquire him again 
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5-10 inches. . . 
GUARANTEED! | 





vertical jump =: 


PLYOMETRIC training has been proventhe most | 
effective way to increase vertical jump 5-1 0inches, 
| sprinting speed .2 sec faster at 40 vds. Builds fast 
twitch muscle fibers for explosive leaping. 
Jumpsoles are high density platforms that 
Velcro™ hook & loop strap onto your own shoes 
converting them inky state of the art plyometnc 
trainers, Used by top athletes with astounding 
results! Gain slam dunk vertical. Includes com- 
plete truning program. 
boost your vertical jump 3-10 inches or your 
money back, Add $4 shipping. In Canada add $7. 
Please indicate shoe size. CA residents add §, 25% 
sails tain. 
"Please rush me a pair of Jumpdetes, My 
friend recently got a pair and has already 
gained (inches in his vertical jump, Pm blown 
chy,” 


“Hranty 4 weeks J pained 7 inches!" 
7 


SS, Cuaranteed to 


2-4, MeXenzie, Cleveland, OH 


oM. King, Miami, FL 


“With veour predict ay feiend is new 
dunking over me, Help!" 


G. Blackwell, San Antente, TX 


VISA MC AMEX 
DISCOVER or C.0.D. 





(800) 967-4787 ext. 330 


Operators are standing by! 


| Metapro Dept. 330 
144 S. Whisman Rd. Mountain View, CA 94041 
Size: Mens____ Womens __ 
Visa MC Amex_ Disev__ 
Card # 


Expiration Date: 





Authorized Signature: 
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after Walker was released by 
OO Ana the F + Wat- 
s Signing. ‘Herachel Walker is 

one of the best and one of the 
toughest football players I've ever 
been around in all my yearsin 
professional football,” Kotite 
says. “He's a sensational human 
being and player, ajoytobe 
around. To me, he was the Ea- 
gles’ Most Valuable Player the 
last two seasons.” 
lf Walker had become a Jet, it 
would have meant moving John- 
y Johnson, another af thie 
league’ S more versatile backs. 
Johnson rushed for 931 yards 


and caught passes for another | 


749, placing him 10th in the AFC 
in total yards. Walker had 528 


yards rushing, 500 receiving. Jets — 


management isn’t crazy about 
paying Johnson $2 million. As it 
turned out, Walker was ableto 
get a surprising three-year, $6.9 
million deal from the Giants after 
his release by the Eagles. 

d wound up fifth i in 


NM: a Pitesascn poll in which 


two assistant coaches and a gen- 
eral manager rated the talent from 
last year’s NBA draft. But Kidd 
blew by his competition in the final 
two months of the season, thus al- 
tering the opinion of our panel. 
When the season ended, two of 
the three panel members conclud- 
ed that even though Kidd may not 
have been the best rookie, he cer- 
tainly was the rookie who had the 
biggest impact on his team. 
“I still think that if the draft was 
redone, the top three would stay 
the same,” says one of the Basle: 
kanye rag referring to ¢ 
S Grant Hilland Kidd. 
“Even rough Kidd was incredible 
down the stretch, | think Milwaukee 
and Detroit would've stayed with 
their picks.” 
How much of animpact did 
Kidd have on the Mavs? His pres- 
ence helped Dallas to the sixth- 
best single-: season “nprovemert 
in history, | i Rol 1is No. 
1 on that list of rookies who most 
drastically wapreyes their teams, 
followed by L Bird, Ka 


AVOFICKS point guard J 
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and Mivin Haves 

“Jason Kidd is unbelievable, : 
says Spurs forward § ) Elliott. 
make a difference—passing, driv- 
ing, rebounding. He doesn’t play 
like a rookie. He has a keen, ad- 
vanced knowledge of the game. 
I'm impressed.” 

We all are. 


—ee il Bavasi made an 


utstanding trade in acquiring 

ny Phillips 3 for moo and mis- 
take: -prone ¢ ad Cur “Actual- 
ly, that was a ‘deal that helped 


ajor-league executives 


“He does so many things that can | 


say Angels ge nere! man- | 





both teams, but in the short run, 
there's no question the Angels 


came outa little better,” 
AL GM. 

The only plus for Curtis is that 
he's 10 years younger than 
Phillips. But Phillips is such a per- 
fect fit for the Angels that Giants 
manager Dusty Baker says Cali- 
fornia now has a good chance to 
win its division. Of course, we're 
talking about the American 
League West, baseball's weakest 
division. A .500 record might seal 
the crown. 

the load ee lacked pee 
Chili L sand ~ Salmon are 
their only legitimate power hit- 
ters—and Phillips, who hammered 


says an 


ANAL OA SASLS 


JH Be Ssh NST Ty 


AMY HOOWOHd JHOS OL it 


19 homers in last year's strike- 
shortened season, can provide 


some. - Says Tigers manager | 


“He's the sec- 
ond: best leadoff man in the Ameri- 
can aay [behind the Indians’ 
f .enny Lo IT 

Phi illips consistently ranks 
among the league leaders in walks 
and on-base percentage—key 
Stats for a leadoff man. Curtis was 
unproductive as the Angels’ lead- 
off man and uncomfortable at the 
top of the order. 

The switch-hitting Phillips, who 
can play left field, third base and 
second base, gives the Angels an- 
other strong, veteran voice in the 
clubhouse, aguy who's been 
through pennant drives and the 
postseason. 

Meanwhile, the Tigers have no 
chance of winning the AL East, so 
they wound up unloading a 36- 
year-old fora 26-year-old who 
happens to be from Michigan. Cur- 
tis is ultraintense, fiery and aggres- 
sive. But his abrasiveness and 
moodiness have an adverse effect 
in the clubhouse, and his aggres- 
siveness often leads to mistakes in 
the field, on the bases and at the 
plate. 

“Curtis is no more than a .260- 
.270 hitter without much power and 
run-production potential,” says an 
AL scout. “His best attribute is that 
he steals bases.” 

The short-term effect is that the 
Angels may have earned a spotin 
the division-title hunt with this ac- 
quisition. But should the Angels 
find themselves out of the race, 
imagine all the contenders lining 
up to acquire Phillips’ services in 
August. “| guarantee there'd be a 
number of clubs who'd want him to 
bolster their chances of winning a 
championship," Baker says. 


nother upside for California is 
Ae: financial aspect of the 

trade. Curtis is in the second 
year of a three-year deal that pays 
him $1.9 million this season, $2 mil- 
lion next. Phillips is in the final year 
of a three-year contract that pays 
him $3.5 this season. Detroit 
agreedto pay 531.5 million of 
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Phillips’ salary. So not only dothe | 


Angels get a better player forthe 
same Salary, they baton Curtis’ ‘$2 
million Rest yer with ( ett An- 
derson's major-league minimum of 
$109, 000. By next season, Ander- 
son, one of the Angels’ most highly 
regarded prospects, will be ready to 
take over in the outfield on a regular 
basis. * 


REAL JERSEYS 
FOR REAL FANS. 


ANY TEAM. ANY NAME. ANY NUMBER. 


ear what the Pros wear, from Deion to Drew. 


Turtlenecks available in sizes Small to XXLarge. All teams 
available in white, most available in black or team color. 


Authentic Jerseys, Home and Away available in M/42), 
1 (44), XL(48), XXL(52). Choose your favorite 


#1 Supplier of game 
jerseys in NFL 


player or use your own name. Free delivery 
: with purchase of 3 iterns or more, The 
perfect corporate gil. 


SPORT would like to Srovids Ye you with the best 
possible service for your subscription. If you 
need to contact us for any reason, please use 
the resource listing below as a guide. 
Subscriber Services Address 
send your subscription order or other 
subscription correspondence to: 

SPORT, 

P.O. Box 53308, 

Boulder, CO 80322-3308. 
Subscription Questions 
For all subscription inquiries, call: 

1-(800)-800-8326, 
lf possible, please have your mailing label 
available when you call. For subscription 
inquiries from outside the U.S., please call: 

1-(303)-678-0354, 
Moving | 
Please give us 4-6 weeks notice to ensure 
uninterrupted service. Magazines are not 
forwarded by the Post Office, unless 
requested. Be sure to include your old 
address, your new address, and the date 
you'll be at your new address. If at all 
possible, please attach your mailing label 
showing your old address and account 
number. 
Duplicate Copies 
Duplicate copies can occur when there is a 
slight variation in your name or address. 
Please send both mailing labels when 
notifying us of duplicates. Be sure to tell us 
which address is correct. 
You've Made a Payment — But You're Still 
Getting Bills and/or Renewal Notices 
The invoice/renewal notice you've just 
received was most likely generated just prior 
to your payment. If you have paid your bill in 
the last 4 weeks, just ignore the new bill. But, 
if it has been longer than 4 weeks since you 


TEAM SPORTS 


| cau 1-800-452-WNFELI1 ro orper | 
| VISA = MASTERCARD - AMERICAN EXPRESS 
SHIPPING & HANDLING - 53.00 


cancelled check along with the new invoice. 
Back Issues / Bulk Copies 

We have approximately 2 years of back issues 
available for purchase. To order by credit card 
please call: 1-(800)-800-8326. Back issue | 
price list; U.S., Canada or Mexico; 1st back 
issue $8.00 (in U.S. funds); 2nd back issue | 
$5.00. For all other foreign countries: 1st back 
issue $12.00 (in U.S. funds; check must be 
drawn on a U.S. bank); 2nd back issue 38.00. 
In order to purchase any 2nd back issue at the 
lower price, both issues must be ordered at 
the same time, shipped to the same address 
and be for the same magazine. Allow 4-6 
weeks for your back issue to be mailed. 
Contacting Editors 

On all correspondence, be sure to include 
your name, address and phone number. Send 
your letters to: The Editors, SPORT, 6420 
Wilshire Bivd,, Los Angeles, CA 90046-5515. 
Or call: 1-(213)-782-2828 (call between 9:00 
am and 4:30 pm PST). All materials sent to 
the editors will become the property of SPORT 
and cannot be returned. 

Advertising Information 

lf you would like to get information on | 
advertising in SPORT, please call: 
1-(213)-782-2794 (call between 9:00 am and | 
4:30 pm PST). 

Mailing Lists / Telephone Solicitations 

We periodically make our subscriber list 
available to a few select companies whose 
products may be of interest to you. If you 
would rather not be placed on such a list, just 
send us your mailing label along with a 
request to exclude your name. Please indicate 
on your request whether you wish to be 
excluded from mail and/or telephone 
solicitations. 





$50,000 in Prizes - I in 20 Win! SPORTS 













Grand Prizes League Prizes Weekly Prizes 

Ist - $1 5,000 All contestants are The top 3 scoring 
automatically placed ina contestants each week win! 

ANd nee - $5,000 25 team league. Every Ist- S200 2nd - $150 

3rd........... $3,000 league champion wins a 3rd - S100 

Ath ........ $2,000 free Ultimate Draft entry. 

Sth... $1,000 - 

G20 soe $100 The Ultimate Draft has paid over 


21-100... Free Entry $300,000 in prizes since | 992. 


Pick Your Team , 
Make ONE (1) selection You tl re receive 6 updates for each 
from each of the 9 groups, entry. Your first update (received 























Contestants with the highest during the week of Sept. 18) will 
| scores based on their best include your player selections, 

13 of 17 weeks will be scoring page, trading worksheet, 

grand prize winners (your 4 hotline details for trading and 





lowest weeks are dropped), weekly updates plus contest rules. 


More Trades 


Starting Tues, Sept. 19, call the Ultimate Draft hotline to 





$50,000 to be Won! 
Offensive Scoring (Grup 0! to 08) 

























trade players and/or hear your current point total and rank Yds Passing...a full 25 yds = | pt Receptions... | pt NOTE: Players earn 
(regular long distance charges apply). Key trading details: Yds Rushing...a full 10 yds = Ipt TD Pass...6 pts points for TDs scored 
Yds Receiving...a full IO yds =1 pt TD Scored... pts on a kick-off or punt 
1, ‘You can now make 7 calls and make up to 3 trades each time Two Point Conversion... 2 pts Field Goals...5 pts return bet not for 
(maximum | trading call per week). (passed, rushed or received) Extra Points...! pt return yardage. 
2, Trades must be made within the same Group. ae P és 
3. You can re-acquire players/teams dropped in previous trades. Defensive S COLIN (Group 09) 










I : Fumble Recoveries... 2 pts Points Allowed =< 
















Interceptions....2 pts 0-2... 20 pts 
@ You will automatically be placed in a leaque of 25 teams. —— ae ; ; be pied 
@ Each league champion wins a free Ultimate Draft entry. TD Scored...6 pts (does not 14-20... 5pts 
® League standings will be including on each team update. include kickolt or punt returms) 





NOTE; if you ond your friends wish to be placed in the same league 
(min. of 6 entries required) send them all in one envelope 
marked "Same League” and poy only $25.00 each! 


IMPORTANT; Players earn points for any stats they 
are credited with - whether it be for passing, rushing, 
receiving or Kicking - regardless of the position they 
play. Points are awarded on a game by game basis, 
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DAL 197 | 11) K-l. Corer CIN - Rookie - i iC) T. MIN 16 185 | 1 (JT, Brown lA 16 274 
W ieee NYG - 205 | 2[() M. Foul IND 16 34 | 2[— a 
287 | 3[)J. Hostetler LA 16 281 | 3 (_) 8. Fovter PIT J) 448 
|| 41S Humphries SD 15 234/)4(1N, Means SD 16 270 
5 |} J. Kelly BUF 14 270/518. Sondes. DET 16 307 
6 [_)D. Kreig ARZ 8 157 | 6 [_JE. Smith DAL 15 365 
7 [_)R. Mirer SEA 13 169 | 7([_]T. Thomas BUF 15 248 
8 [_]S. Mitchell DET 9 127) B[_]C, Warren SEA 16 296 
ae lV. 215 R. 
































| 


Te ¥ No Hidden Charges! 
2 2 2 2((] Cleveland ; ol 
3H ESord WSH 15 250 | 3 [)W. Dows Ke 413 165/30) rey 3[) Dalles | % Photocopies Welcome! 
4 [J 1. Fryer MIA 16 246 | 4[-1Q. Early NO 15 196) 4 °)S. Christie BUF 16 158 | 41] Green Boy te NEW - Team Defense 
S[)M Hones NO 16 210| 5 ]A Hope TH I4 163) 5 (_)). Bom DEN 16 179 | 5[_| Korsas City | 
& | JA Miller DEN 15 203 | 6(/)T. Martin SD 16 181 | 6 |_1J. Joeger LA 16 141 | 6[-] Minnesoto : Group Included and 
7 [ /C. Pickens CIN 15 250 | 7 [(]R Moore ARZ 16 2197 JN. Johwon = ATL 16) «(137 | 7 [_] Pittsburgh | More Points for 
Bl 1d. Reed MIN 16 227 | B[]D Scott CIN 16 175 | 8 LIF, Reveiz MIN 16 200 | 8[_] Son Diego 
9{_]S Shope = DEN 14 216 | 9[]M. Timpson CHI 14 188 | 9 ("]P. Stoyanovieéh MIA 16 155 


se] CJ Sar Francisco Field Goals! 


th CL) Check Fags order in U.S. funds mode 
on siiaitledeaeaialiaelbb ail payable to SportsMark Promotions Inc, Signature . 
| \_| howe included teams @ $25.00 = (_] Visa [|] MasterCard Credit Cord # Exp. Dote sf 
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4 The Uttimate Drott The Ultimate Draft 
Address a __| || 7.0. Box 804 1985 Spruce Hills 
—a Bettendorf, |A 52722 Suite 250 
City me = = |_| TEE 1s state “ff Th) Bettendorf, IA 52722 
— || FAX: 1-403-531-5757 
Zip Code | | | Home Tel: = | C1 | | =o ‘by midnight Sept. 2 (must include VISA / MC) 





| H entering more than once under the same Questions? |-800-268-3888 
name, please number each team starting at 1: Weekday: 10:30 am - 6:30 pm ET 
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RACE CARS 


ENGINEERING'S 
TRIUMPH OVER ART 
By Rick Voegelin 


ncetherewasatime 
whenrace cars were 
sleek and graceful, their 
shapely forms designed 
by eye ratherthanby 
computer. While beauty 
is indisputably inthe 
mind of the beholder, 
anyone can see that the new generation 
of Grand Prix cars has, with few excep- 
tions, exceeded the limits of simple 
homeliness and entered the realm of the 
truly ugly. 

At the pinnacle of international motor- 
sports, Formula One sets the world stan- 
dard for unattractive race cars. With their 
noses high inthe air, their front wings 
drooping and their wasp-waisted cock- 
pits so narrow that only anorexic drivers 
need apply, these carbon-fiber creations 
have become auto racing's equivalent of 
Frankenstein's monster. 

Ifthe U.S. Congress set out to builda 
race car, it would probably look like the 
McLaren MP4/10. Liberally adorned with 
wings and fins, the shark-nosed McLaren 
resembles something dredged up from 
the seabed. The new McLaren's original 
cockpit was so cramped that the team's 
No. 1 driver, former F1 and IndyCar cham- 
pion Nigel Mansell, couldn't fit in it. While 
McLaren's ace engineers went back to 
their drawing boards, Mansell sat out for 
the first two races of the '95 season—an 
expensive enforced vacation, given 
Mansell’s multimillion-dollar retainer. 

How did it come to this? Race teams 
certainly don’t start out to build ugly cars; 
the paramount goal is to build a winning 
race car. In truth, the unsightly race cars 
of the 20th century are the byproducts of 
relentlessly efficient engineering and im- 
possibly complex rules. 

However, in the wake of several 
wrenching accidents last year, the high 
priests of auto racing decreed thattoo 
much aerodynamic downforce—the 
“glue” that sticks the race car to the track 
surface—was a bad thing. To reduce cor- 
nering speeds, the rulemakers literally 





and figuratively clipped the wings of the 


race teams. When downforce suddenly 


signers went back to their wind tunnels 
and work stations to cut theirlosses. 
What emerged was a new fleet of ugly- 
duckling Formula One machines. 

lf the engineers’ tests had shown that 
hanging a pair of fuzzy dice on the rear- 
view mirrors increased cornering speed, 
you can be sure that every F1 car on the 
grid would soon be equipped with 
enough dice to stock a Las Vegas casi- 
no. Given free choice, constructors 
would undoubtedly prefer to build hand- 
some race cars. But given the impera- 
tive to maximize performance within the 
very narrow bounds prescribed by the 
rulebook, beauty is inevitably the first 
casualty. 

Perhaps the only way toredress this 
situation is to give fans a voice. But now 
that the relationship between production 
and Grand Prix cars has been forever sev- 
ered, fans have no recourse to address 
the problem of ugly race cars other than 
turning off their TV sets. 

Perhaps areturn to the Roman way 
would suffice: asimple thumbs-up or 
thumbs-down vote from the grandstanas. 
Does this car deserve to race? An affirma- 
tive answer would send the car tothe 
starting grid; a negative vote would see 
the car crushed on the spot. 

This modest proposal could be ex- 
tended to other forms of motorsports. The 
stock cars that runin NASCAR circles 
aren'tinherently unattractive, but only the 
color blind could love the paint schemes 
dreamed up by some corporate art de- 
partments. In their attempts to stand out 
in the clutter, they have simply created 
high-speed eyesores. 

Fortunately, there are still sanctuaries 
for race cars that don't offend the senses. 
Vintage racing provides a refuge where 
the classics can still be seen inaction. 
And with stable and sensible rules, even 
contemporary racing Series can produce 


visually appealing automobiles. Com- 


pare, for example, the slick machines ¢ 
found on America's homegrown IndyCar = 


circuit with their mega-dollar counterparts é 


in Formula One. The conclusion is clear; in 


motorsports, as in life, money is no substi- 


became a precious commodity, the de- tute ee Eee. taste. * 
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lL. INNISBROOK 

HILTON RESORT 
Copperhead Course, 
Hole 16, 458 yard par 4. 
Lots of water to avoid 
down right side of dog leg fairway, 




























IS. TURTLE BAY 
HILTON GOLF AND TENNIS RES IRT | 
The Links at Kuilima Course, Hole 17, 

452 vard par 4. Island fairway 
surrounded by 7 gaping bunkers, 


he Hilton Golf Resorts you can play some of the 
finest courses in America, designed by greats like 
Arnold Palmer and Pete Dye. Here we've created our 








2 2. HILTON AT WALT 
DISNEY WORLD VILLAGE % 
Disney's Eagle Pines € ourse, 1 
Hole 17, 444 yard par 4, Errant” 1 
shots will find water or thick’ 
native grasses unusual 
to Pete Dye courses. 


17. HIEFON HEAD 
ISLAND HILTON 
RESORT 

Arthur Hills Palmetto 
Dunes, Hole 12,399 
yard par 4. The size 

of the lake requires 
precision on tee-shot 
and on approach. 
























RESORT AT TAPATIO CLIFFS | 
“Ultimate Course”-featuring 18 of our very favorite The Pointe Golf Club On Lookout“ 
3. HILTON holes. And keep in mind, at Hilton Golf Resorts golf Mountain Course, Hole 7. 


WAIKOLOA VILLAGE 
Waikoloa Beach Course, 
Hole 12. 902 yard par 5. Cut 
comers and eagles are possible. 

Watch for humpback whales. 


oy 527 yard par 5. Mountaintop 6 
is just one of many ways to play. For information and sabe ee aap 3 
reservations call your professional travel agent, Hilton’s | SurrOeanpe! DY} 
Resort Desk at 1-800-221-2424, or 1-800-HILTONS. 









desert arroyo. | 


[7 15. INNISBROOK 
4. MYRTLE BEACH HILTON / HILTON RESORT 
OCEANFRONT GOLF RESORT 


Sandpiper Course, Hole 3. 
Arcadian Shores Course, * 
Hole 2. 205 yard par 3. 
Recognized in “The Grand 
Strand’s Dream 18," 


19S yard par 3, At this distance. 


LL 7: Mis you must choose your club caref ully, 


MH. MYRTLE BEACH 
GOLF RESORTS HILTON OCEANFRONT 


GOLF RESORT 
Arcadian Shores 
Course, Hole 13, 415. 
yard par 4, Blind 
tee-shot down 
sloped fairway 
leads to a large lake 
where alligators 
hang out. 







i 10, THE POINTE HILTON 
¢ o. THE POINTE RESORT ON SOUTH MOUNTAIN 
HILTON RESORT ae Pointe Hilton Resort on South 
—— AT TAFATO CLIFFS TAN HAM ICL AN De Mountain Course, Hole |, 352 yarel 
Ror remmredes —— SUONtEADSaNDHON ESR aan cada 
“4, on Lookout Mountain 210 yard par 3. Plays at tee-box where black. 
. Course, Hole 10), 419 yard , long over water swans abouned. 
oh par 4, Tee is elevate ‘4 into 10 to 25 
u) Some If feet above mph winds, 
» landing area on the Green slopes 
valley floor. bewur tin 














9. HILTON 
WAIKOLOA VILLAGE 
Waikoloa Kings Course, 
Hole 5. 327 yard 














13. INNISBROOK HILTON RESORT 









ar 4. With: Copperhea ad Course, Hole IH. 

the water. pars With | 

a P tailwind, go for IL. HILTON AT WALT 12} ard par 5. Well 
Re gree oe DISNEY WORLD VILLAGE sRewe WnECp ROP TE 


country and played @ 
reguiarly by 
famous 

plavers. 


Disney's Osprey Ridge 
Course, Hole Ui. 216 yard 
par 3. Tom Fazio desicned 
this hole to require long 
carry and nerves of stecl 


putt for ea ele. a 


7. TURTLE BAY HILTON 

GOLF AND TENNIS RESORT 

The Links at Kuilima Course. 
Hole 12. 529 yard par 5. 
Uphill tee-shot. Green 12. LAS VEGAS HILTON COUNTRY CLUB 
flanked by water Las Vecas Hilton Country Club 
and beautiful Course, Hole 13. Tough $46 yard 
wili-wili par 4... precise tee-shot is 
essential for birtlies. 


6. INNISBROOK 
HILTON RESORT 
Island Course, Hole 16. 
496 yard par 4, Large tree, 
water and bunkering pro 
tect green. Birdies very rare, 





Most Hiltons offer the quality and reliability of AT&T Long. 


Distance Service, And remember the easiest way to call without ———== AT: T 
getting teed off is to Know the Code" DH OAT. ——S== & 


The Hilton logotype is a registered trademark of Hilton Hotels Corporation, ©1995 Hilton Hotels. the one stroke of genius that'll always get yououtofthe nod SS 


HILTON ae 
PRESENTS fepommeetts 
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‘GOLF RESORTS 








For Reservations At Any Of These 
Golf Resorts, Call 1-800-HILTONS. 
Phoenix—The Pointe Hilton Resort 
at Squaw Peak* 

Phoenix—The Pointe Hilton Resort 
at Tapatio Cliffs* 

Phoenix-The Pointe Hilton Resort 
on South Mountain* 

FLORIDA 
Orlando—Hilton at Walt Disney World Village* 
Tampa-Innisbrook Hilton Resort 
HAWAII 
Big Island of Hawaii-Hilton Waikoloa Village* 
Oahu's North Shore-Turtle Bay Hilton Golf 
anc Tennis Resort* 

NEVADA 
Las Vegas Hilton* 

SOUTH CAROLINA : 
Hilton Head Island Hilton Resort* =a 
Myrtle Beach Hilton Oceanfront Golf Resort" = 


Or Choose Any Of These 
Other Resort Experiences. 


ARIZONA 
Scottsdale Hilton Resort and Villas* 
CALIFORNIA 
Anaheim Hilton and Towers* 
Dana Point Hilton Inn-An All Suite Inn 
Huntington Beach- 
The Waterfront Hilton Beach Resort 
Palms Springs Hilton Resort* 
San Diego Hilton Beach and Tennis Resort* 
COLORADO 
Breckenridge Hilton Resort* 


FLORIDA 
Clearwater Beach Hilton Resort 
Daytona Beach Hilton Oceanfront Resort" 
Incialantic-Melbourne Beach 
Hilton Oceanfront* 

Longboat Key Hilton Beach Resort 
Miami Beach—Fontainebleau Hilton 
Resort and Towers* 

HAWAII 
Waikiki Beach—Hilton Hawaiian Village* 
NEVADA 
Flamingo Hilton Las Vegas* 
Flamingo Hilton Laughtin* 
Mamingo Hilton Reno* 

Reno Hilton* 

NEW YORK 
Lake Placid Hilton Resort* 
WISCONSIN 
Lake Geneva Hilton Inn* 

For reservations at any of these Conrad 
Resorts & Casinos, call 1-800-HILTONS. 
AUSTRALIA 
Brisbane-Conrad Treasury Casino 
(opening 1995) 

Queensland —Conrad Jupiters Gold Coast” 
TURKEY 
Conrad Istanbul* 


TREND5 AND TIPS FOR 
THE ’95 SEASON 
By Danny Sheridan 
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(a. | a — 
Rice’s 49ers have cooked the competition vs. the spread since 1980. 


My thanks to coach George Siefert, Steve Young, Jerry Rice and the rest of the 49ers 
for making us look like prophets. We predicted that the Niners would end up with the best 
record straight up and vs. the point spread last season, a forecast that held true: The Nin- 
ers were a leaque-best 13-3 straight up and 
tied for league honors with an 11-5 (69 per- 
cent) record vs. the spread. af Lo 


ON THE MONEY 

The reader was urged to wager on Seattle 
as an underdog at home, where the 'Hawks 
were a perfect 3-0 vs. the points. We weren't 
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So Nice To Come Home ‘To. 
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‘Hotel offers AT&T Long Distance Service 
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perfect, however. Washington, we figured, 
would prosper vs. the spread, but the 
‘Skins were 6-10 against the points. 


EXPANSION 

The NFL has expanded for the first time 
since 1976, when Seattle and Tampa Bay 
underwhelmed their fans and financial sup- 
porters by going a combined 2-26 straight 
up and 8-18-2 (31 percent) vs. the points. 
Will the expansion Jacksonville Jaguars 
and Carolina Panthers have just as difficult 
a time? My feeling is that they'll definitely 
have losing records straight up, but they'll 
be respectable against the spread. Why? 
Two words: free agency! 


NIGHT MOVES 

Since the inception of Monday Night 
Football in 1970, the MNF home team has 
been the best bet in football, winning 62 
percent of the time vs. the spread and65 
percent vs. the spread over the past four 
years. Last year, MNF home teams went 
10-6-1 against the points. 


OPEN YOUR EYES TO THE OPENERS 

Kansas City is a whopping 11-1 (92 per- 
cent) in Week 1 of the season over the last 
dozen years vs. the spread. In contrast, 
Cincinnati is 3-9 (25 percent) kicking off the 
year against the points. 


DOME HYPE 

Over the years, we've all heard about 
how dome teams have such a huge advan- 
tage at home. Hype or hip? | say hype. Over 
the last 13 years, only the Seahawks have 
been money makers. The seven dome 
teams are a combined 68-93-4 at home vs. 
the spread, an incredibly poor winning per- 
centage of 42. 
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NFC EAST 


ARIZONA—The Cardinals are 15-8-1 (65 
percent) vs. the points against the NFC 
West over the past eight seasons. 

DALLAS—Over the past 20 years, the 


Cowboys are 13-5-2 (72 percent) vs. the 
Giants at home against the spread. 


N.Y. GIANTS—They’re 11-3 (79 percent) 
against the spread vs. Washington since 
1988. 


PHILADELPHIA—The Eagles have gone 
14-4 vs. AFC teams as road underdogs 
against the spread since 1980. 


WASHINGTON—The Redskins are 32-17 
(65 percent) as underdogs vs. the point 
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spread on grass over the last 20 years. Go 
with the Skins as home ‘dogs all season. 


NFC CENTRAL 

CHICAGO—The Bears have gone 23-7 
(77 percent) vs. Tampa Bay against the 
spread since 1980. 

DETROIT—The Lions have gone 11-5-1 
(69 percent) against the spread in their first 
road game of the season, 


GREEN BAY—The Packers are 20-10 (67 
percent) against Minnesota vs. the points 
over the last 15 years. 


MINNESOTA—Has lost 10 of last 12 both 
straight up and against the spread to AFC 
teams. 


TAMPA BAY—The Bucs have gone 25-35 
(42 percent) vs. the spread as hiome fa- 
vorites since coming into the leaque in '76. 


NFC WEST 

ATLANTA—The Falcons have gone 12-0 
as underdogs against the Saints in the Su- 
perdome over the last dozen seasons! 


CAROLINA—Will go about 4-12 straight 
up and /-9 vs. the spread inits first season. 


NEW ORLEANS—The Saints have gone 
8-16 (33 percent) vs. the spread athome 
over the last three years. 


SAN FRANCISCO—The Niners have 
gone 144-98 (60 percent) vs. the spread 
since 1980, best in the NFL over that span. 


ST. LOUIS—No wonder the Rams wanted 
to move to St. Louis. They were 43-56-5 
(43 percent) against the spread in L.A. 
since 1982. 


AFC EAST 

BUFFALO—The Bills have gone 11-1 (92 
percent) vs. the Colts as home favorites 
over the past 13 years. 


INDIANAPOLIS—The Colts have gone 
23-30 (43 percent) as underdogs vs. the 
spread over the last four years. Look fora 
reversal of that trend. 


MIAMI—The Dolphins have gone 17-4 (81 
percent) vs. the spread as underdogs vs, 
the NFC over the last 18 years. 


NEW ENGLAND—Under Bill Parcells, the 
Pats have gone 13-6 vs. the spread (68 
percent) during his two-year tenure. Look 
for the trend to continue. 


N.Y. JETS—They're 25-49-4 (34 percent) 


as favorites since 1984. Don't look for that 
record to improve any this year. 


AFC CENTRAL 


CINCINNATI—The Bengals have gone 
10-5-2 (67 percent) against the spread at 
home vs. Houston over the last 17 years. 
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The August 
Chevrolet Truck 





The Most Dependable, Longest-Lasting Trucks. 


CHEVY TRUCKS 


CLEVELAND—The Browns have gone 2- 


12 (15 percent) vs. the Broncos against the 
spread in their last 14 meetings. 


HOUSTON—Had the best spread record 
in the league at 12-4 two years ago. Last 
year, the Oilers went 3-12-1. 


JACKSONVILLE—It says here the Jags 
willbe 6-10 straight up and 9-7 vs. the 
spread in their inaugural season. 


PITTSBURGH—Has the best home 
record against the spread in the NFL since 
1982, going 57-41-6 (58 percent). 


AFC WEST 


DENVER—Since 1985, the Broncos are 
12-1 as home underdogs vs. the spread. 


KANSAS CITY—The Chiefs have gone 
24-3 (89 percent) as home underdogs over 
the last 24 years, best in the NFL. 


LOS ANGELES—The Raiders are 14-4 (78 
percent) vs. the spread to open the season 
over the last 18 years. 


SAN DIEGO—The Chargers were 5-0 vs. 
the point spread as road underdogs last 
season. Over the last eight years, they're 
34-17-5 (67 percent) as road ‘dogs vs. the 
Spread. 


SEATTLE—The ‘Hawks have gone 18-6 
(75 percent) against division opponents as 
home underdogs since 1984. * 




































| For information on how to place your 
ad in this section call (213) 782-2785, 
or fax (213) 782-2753. We accept 
Visa or Mastercard when placing your 
classified ad. PETERSEN PUBLISHING 
COMPANY, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los 

Angeles, CA 90048. | 


9 CABLE TV BOXES' 
CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS 


BELOW WHOLESALE SAVE MONEY DON'T RENT! 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE | 
* FRIENDLY =- PAOPESSIONAL - SEAVICE | 
* _YEAA WARRANTY! WE SHIP C.0.D. | 
* ANYONE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE WILL BE 
SoORAY HOM Y SALES 
VISUAL COMMA TIONS: INC. 
ORDERS ONLY 


1 -800-GO-CABLE 
FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 
CALL 1-718-229-2332 





CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLERS 
Converters & Accessories 

SAVE MONEY! OWN YOUR EQUIPMENT =| 
| fee os = You now have a choice | 
im |to own your cable 
- —| equipment to access 
| all premium and basic | 
} channels. We offer the 
: | lowest prices on all 
major brand names 


including Zenith, errata. Scientific Atlanta, 
Tocom, and Pioneer, FREE 30 day trial period 
and 1 year warranty. So, if you are tired of the | 
rising cost of Cable TV... 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG TODAY. 


Add-on Cable cae 





| PINS, KEYCHAINS 
DIRECT FROM FACTORY 
DAISY-SP Company 


P.O. Box 6-65 Taipei, Taiwan, ROC 
FAX:886-2:3676445 TEL:886-2-368450/ | 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS 


* All makes and models 
» Ouality Equipment 


« Years of cusiomers 
complete satisfaction 


* Free catalog 


« Shipped within 24 hrs 


L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 
1430 Miner 31, Suite S27 Des Plaines. 11 BO016 


i 1- 800-542-9425 = 
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| SPREADS & MUCH MORE!!! CALL NOW! 








TER M PAPER 


= HOT LINE == 


CALL OUR FUN 
CHAT/DATE LINE 





a abi LISTING 13, Bye AES RESEARCH H PAPERS, OR 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND CALL TOLL FREE 800-851.0222 
COMPANION OR SOMEONE : | 11322 idaho Ne. H #06 TR, fie Aes CA 90025 
COMPATABLE T0 YOU? 





CALL US NOW!!! 
(900) 329-0950 X23 
2.49 PER MIN/18+ 
TO CHAT WITH SOMEONE CALL 


_&e2 255-7555 
PER MIN/18+ 
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I ™ ws deinen oa 








1-900-526-7000 
ext. 3801 


$2.99 PER MINUTE MUST BE 18+ 
PROCALL CO. (602) 954-7420 : 


MAGAZINE 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OUR PURCHASING 
POWER 


We reach 4.6 Million active sport enthusiasts, 
CALL TODAY for rate and deadline information, 
SPORT SHOP will put your company helmets 
and shoulder pads above the competition. 


CALL 


213°¢782¢2783 


SPORT MAGAZINE ADVERTISING, 
6420 WILSHIRE BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 50048 














NOTEWORTHY 

NUMBERS AND 
STAT ODDITIES 
By Dan Gordon 


Highestnumber of 
wins by a major-league 
pitcher inthe 1990s, 
entering the ’95 sea- 
son: 86 (Braves’ Greg 
Maddux) 


Second-highest win 
total over the same pe- 
riod: 85 (Braves’ Tom 
Glavine) 
Behind Cal Ripken Jr.’s 2,009, 
longest active consecutive-games 


streak entering this season, by the 
Marlins’ Jeff Conine: 277 


Homers by Cecil Fielder from 1990 to 
1994, mostin the American League: 
188 


1990s round-trippers by Barry Bonds 
(entering this season), most in the Na- 
tional League: 175 


Fielder’s RBI total for the decade’s first 
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five years, AL's best: 596 


Bonds’ NL-best RBI total for the same 
period: 537 


Paul Molitor’s AL-high hit total for 
1990-1994: 896 


Brett Butler’s NL-best hit output for the 
same period: 857 


Don Mattingly’s career at-bats en- 
tering '95, most among active play- 
ers who have never appearedina 
postseason game: 6,545 


Consecutive 30-homer seasons by 
Braves’ Fred McGriff: 8 


Consecutive 100-RBI campaigns for 
Blue Jays’ Joe Carter: 6 


Consecutive years in which Padres’ 
Tony Gwynn has hit .300 or better: 12 


Lowest RBI outputin Eddie Mur- 
ray’s 18-year career—produced in 
last year's strike-shortened season: 
76 


Number of players who had caught 
more than 110 passes in an NFL sea- 
son prior to 1994: 1 


Players with 110 or more receptions in 
1994:3 


Players selected ahead of Joe Mon- 
tana in the 1979 NFL draft: 81 


Draft choices (in the second and 
fourth rounds, along with cash) re- 
ceived by the Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neers in exchange for Steve Young 
in a 1987 trade with San Francisco: 2 


Number of rushes of at 


least 60 yardsinthe 
1994 NFL season: 9 


Number of those by 
Barry Sanders: 6 
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Years since the Cleve- 
land Indians partici- 
pated in postseason 
play, the majors’ 
longest such drought: 
41 


Age of the youngest active player 
who started this season with 200 
career homers: 29 (Ruben Sierra) 


Ken Griffey Jr.’s age at the end of 
this season: 25 


HRs Griffey needs this season to 
reach 200: 28 


Age of the youngest active player 
with 300 HRs atthe start of this 
season: 34 (Cal Ripken Jr.) 


Griffey’s age upon hitting his 
300th homer if he averages 32a 
year for the next four seasons: 
28 


Number of active pitchers entering 
1995 who have taken part inano- 
hitter (as either a starter or reliever): 
of 


Number of active pitchers entering 
‘95 who had pitched in two no-hit- 
ters: 1 


Career win total going into this sea- 
son of Braves’ Kent Mercker, who 
pitched the first six innings of ano- 
hitter in 1991 and a complete-game 
no-hitter in 1994: 24 


Years since someone other than 
Nolan Ryan hurled a second com- 
plete-game no-hitter of his career: 
12 (Bob Forsch, in 1983) 


No-hitters thrown in the 1980s: 13 


No-hitters in the first half of the 
'90s5:23 * 
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Secrec mcerior prone ker 


to hold calcularor, 

pens, Pleavy-ducy stirching 
discs, so invincible, 
ear keys, that even after you 
a slice ot use it as third base, 
pizza... itll scill be 


(past &redtedtny) In one piece. 





NIKE logo 
thac'll reminel 
fnends jusc how cool 
VOU are, 
even from 
the other enc! 


of the hall, 
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Inside, everything you need 
co keep it together, — 


; Including a class schedule... ; 
: i I landy Velcro closure 
sO YOU Ve £OU no excuse : if 
= , keeps stult 
for not showing up . : 
. tram flying OIE 
on time. Sorry, 

and makes a funky noise 


when opened, 
Plus, a NIKE logo that’s 


just too cool for words. 


Think of them as CROSS TRAINERS 
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For a great smoke, meet somewhere new. 
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BENSON & HEDG 





ES 100’s 





THE LENGTH YOU GO TO FOR PLEASURE 






SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


Finally, a welcome sign for both smokers and nonsmokers 
Call 1-800-494-5444 for more information 





Sy es 
~ Philip Moris inc, 1995 


13mg “tar L} mg nicotine av normies.... + 





